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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair would ad-
vise all Members to address the Chair
and not the President directly.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. CANTOR).

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of this resolution. On
Tuesday, unspeakable acts of violence
were committed against innocent
Americans. As we mourn the loss of
these Americans, we stand united be-
hind our President. I send my condo-
lences to the families that are suf-
fering.

I am inspired by those who have
given of themselves to assist the vic-
tims of this attack. Civilized society
has long sought to end the use of vio-
lence, but the perpetrators of terrorism
and states that harbor them are the en-
emies of civilized society. They only
understand the use of force, and the
time has come to speak to them on
their terms.

Today we will authorize the United
States to strike out against this
enemy. It will be a determined effort,
sustained over time with the full sup-
port and resources of this Nation. Let
our enemies know that we stand to-
gether, one Nation under God, prepared
to pay the price to bring terrorism to
its knees, the price of freedom.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from the
District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON).

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I have al-
ways opposed the wholesale use of our
mighty military power except with a
scalpel. However, I have always as-
sumed that my country would never be
attacked where we live and that my
constituents and neighbors would
never be innocent victims.

Mr. Speaker, the language before us
is limited only by the slim anchor of
its September 11 reference, but allows
war against any and all prospective
persons and entities. This resolution
shows that the challenges presented by
terrorism as war have already begun
with language before there is any ac-
tion.

The point is to give the President the
authority to do what he has to do, not
whatever he wants to do. But the truth
is that under our Constitution and ex-
isting law, when the country is at-
tacked, the President’s power is almost
limitless.

In supporting his constitutional au-
thority to protect our great country,
Congress must remain vigilant to en-
sure that his power is always sufficient
but never unchecked.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT).

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, as I lis-
tened the other day to my colleagues
respond on their own, away from this
building, to what had happened, I no-
ticed two overriding themes. One was
in a free society that stands as a sym-
bol for freedom of the world, we are
uniquely open to the kind of cowardly
acts that happened this week.
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The second was that our only real
safeguard against those kinds of acts,
no matter how much we might attempt
with funding of our efforts to see that
they never occur, our only true safe-
guard was to make certain that the
people who planned, who perpetrated,
who helped finance, who sheltered
those who did any of those things, paid
such an incredible price that they
would not be willing to disrupt the
freedom of the United States of Amer-
ica.

This resolution ensures that the
President has the support of the Con-
gress as he does everything possible to
see that that price would be paid. It is
a price that must be paid. We must
move forward. I urge my colleagues to
vote for the resolution.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. SHERMAN), a distinguished
member of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time.

Mr. Speaker, in certain foreign cities
there were those who danced in the
streets believing that the terrorists’
ability to kill thousands of American
civilians showed the terrorists’
strength. America’s strength is not our
ability to kill civilians, but our great
strength is that we do everything pos-
sible to avoid killing civilians.

We must remember that our conflict
is not with Islam and not with Mus-
lims. The last three military cam-
paigns of the United States were to
protect Muslim people in Bosnia, in
Kosovo and in Kuwait.

For years we have urged our allies to
join us in curtailing investments and
aid to countries that support ter-
rorism. Now we must insist that they
join us in this effort. Those who claim
to be America’s friends can no longer
do business as usual with countries
that support terrorism, nor can we
allow European bank secrecy laws to
stand in our way of tracing the money
that was spent on this horrendous ac-
tion.

We must wage a war against all of
the well-organized, well-financed ter-
rorist groups who have dedicated them-
selves to Kkilling Americans. Chief
among this group is the one headed by
Osama bin Laden. He is probably re-
sponsible for the atrocities of Sep-
tember 11, and certainly responsible for
the attack on the USS Cole in Yemen
and the attack on our embassies in
East Africa. As long as the Taliban
government in Afghanistan harbors
Osama bin Laden, he will be working
every day to top the evil of September
11.

Mr. Speaker, it is easy to blame our
intelligence agencies for what hap-
pened, but as long as we have allowed
Osama bin Laden and others to sit
there in safety, launching attack after
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attack against America, some of those
attacks will be successful. We must de-
mand that the Taliban government
hand Osama bin Laden and his hench-
men over to us now and stop harboring
terrorists. If they refuse, then we must
initiate hostilities. We will prevail by
aligning ourselves with the Northern
Alliance. Hostilities with the Taliban
may involve American casualties, but
failure to act will involve thousands
and tens of thousands of American cas-
ualties.

O 1830

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to yield 1 minute to the distin-
guished gentleman from Alabama (Mr.
CALLAHAN).

(Mr. CALLAHAN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of the authorization for the
use of military force. There are no
words to describe the anguish we and
all Americans feel. Our national spirit
has been dampened but not extin-
guished by the despicable acts of Sep-
tember 11. President Bush has reas-
sured Americans that while those who
detest freedom may destroy brick and
mortar and even take the lives of inno-
cents, they cannot destroy the Amer-
ican will. We can take comfort and
confidence in our national resolve and
depend on that to help us overcome
this temporary setback.

Clearly, we must rally around our
President. We must support his efforts
and make crystal clear the fact that
the American people are united and
resolute that we will take a stand
against attacks on our sovereignty and
that we will avenge this grievous act.

It is an American characteristic to
unify in times of crisis. It is important
to stand behind our President by au-
thorizing the use of military force
against those forces of evil. I am com-
forted to know that this body will pass
this use of force resolution, probably
unanimously, later today.

I am sure that the entire membership
of this body joins me in praying for
God to guide us and our President.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1%2 minutes to my val-
ued colleague, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE), a member of the
Committee on International Relations.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank our ranking member and my
friend for yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today really with
a very heavy heart, one that is filled
with sorrow for the families and the
loved ones who were killed and injured
this week. Only the most foolish and
the most callous would not understand
the grief that has really gripped our
people and millions across the world.

This unspeakable act on the United
States has forced me, however, to rely
on my moral compass, my conscience,
and my God for direction. September 11
changed the world. Our deepest fears
now haunt us. Yet I am convinced that
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military action will not prevent fur-
ther acts of international terrorism
against the United States. This is a
very complex and complicated matter.

This resolution will pass, although
we all know that the President can
wage a war even without it. However
difficult this vote may be, some of us
must urge the use of restraint. Our
country is in a state of mourning.
Some of us must say, let us step back
for a moment. Let us just pause for a
minute and think through the implica-
tions of our actions today so that this
does not spiral out of control.

I have agonized over this vote, but I
came to grips with it today and I came
to grips with opposing this resolution
during the very painful yet very beau-
tiful memorial service. As a member of
the clergy so eloquently said, ‘‘As we
act, let us not become the evil that we
deplore.”’

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. KERNS).

(Mr. KERNS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KERNS. I thank the gentleman
from Illinois for yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of this resolution to use force.

Earlier this week, war was declared
on America. Out of the horror and car-
nage, America has risen united, re-
solved to bring justice to all those re-
sponsible for this evil act. The resolu-
tion before us today authorizes the use
of force against those who planned, au-
thorized, committed or aided the dead-
liest attack ever on U.S. soil.

While I strongly support today’s res-
olution in response to the specific at-
tacks that occurred on September 11, I
believe that we will have to take addi-
tional action to address future threats.
This must only be the beginning of a
comprehensive war on terrorism.

In 1795, British statesman Edmund
Burke said, ‘“All that is necessary for
evil to triumph is for good men to do
nothing.” The same holds true today.
The free nations of the world must
seize this opportunity and work to-
gether to end the evil of terrorism. As
the rock of freedom in the world,
America must lead the charge.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs.
NAPOLITANO), a distinguished member
of the Committee on International Re-
lations.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my good friend for yielding
time, and I join my colleagues in sup-
port of this resolution authorizing the
use of military force. Our American
public and the free world look to us
today for leadership and swift action.
We cannot and we will not fail them.
The sheer horror of the events that
transpired in New York and the Pen-
tagon are unprecedented in our history
and they demand strong, decisive and
deliberate action. Anything less is an
abrogation of our responsibility as con-
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gressional leaders and would be inter-
preted by those who have utter disdain
for our country, for our institutions,
and for our people as a failure of re-
solve and the ultimate sign of weak-
ness.

Our enemies, whoever and wherever
they are, and those who harbor them,
must clearly understand that we will
never tolerate the acts of terrorism,
acts of war, that have been perpetrated
upon us and they must understand that
there is no escape from American jus-
tice.

Inaction is capitulation. Of one thing
I am certain, we as Americans will
never capitulate to terrorism or to any
interest that looks to destroy our Na-
tion. There comes a time when action
and force become an absolute neces-
sity. The families of those who died in
this unspeakable horror, mothers, fa-
thers, children, old and young, deserve
to know that they did not die in vain.
From this day forward we are a wiser,
changed people, stronger, more united,
firm in our commitment to our govern-
ment, our country, our freedom, and to
justice. Fear must not be allowed to
rule us.

God bless America.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to yield 1 minute to the learned gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON).

Mr. ISAKSON. I thank the distin-
guished chairman for yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, the book of Ecclesiastes
tells us that for everything there is a
time; a time for love, a time for hate.

On Tuesday morning, an expression
of hate, unbelievable and unparalleled
in all of our lifetimes, took place as
Americans were used as instruments
against Americans in a horrible toll of
life and tragedy. On behalf of the sixth
district of the State of Georgia and the
United States of America, I rise in sup-
port of a resolution to give our Presi-
dent the full authority to respond and
act to this act of hate and violence.

Mr. Speaker, the last thing I did be-
fore I walked to this Chamber was to
call Brandi Unger, 13 years old, in
Roswell, Georgia, to thank her for the
letter she sent to me and the President
and the handful of dollars she raised
this past week to help America to fight
this evil.

Mr. Speaker, when my father’s gen-
eration, America’s greatest generation,
fought and defeated the evil of the
1940s, they did it for us; and we have
enjoyed peace and prosperity. Today,
we do it for the Brandi Ungers of the

next generation, for a free, a safe
America.
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am

pleased to yield 1%2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BERMAN),
a valued senior member of the Com-
mittee on International Relations.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this resolution. There are
many facets of it, but I would only like
to focus on one. We know the hijackers
had ties to Osama bin Laden and his al
Qaeda organization. We must do what-
ever it takes, including the use of mili-
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tary force, to track down bin Laden
and destroy his organization. But this
is not just about bin Laden. There are
other radical groups that engage in ter-
rorism, including Hezbollah, Hamas, Is-
lamic Jihad. To win the war against
terrorism, we must eliminate the en-
tire infrastructure that sustains these
organizations. This will involve getting
tough with governments that aid and
harbor terrorists.

Syria allows Hezbollah to operate
freely in southern Lebanon. Iran re-
cently hosted a terrorist summit and
routinely provides arms and ammuni-
tion and other assistance to Hezbollah
and other radical groups. Bin Laden is
a guest of the Taliban regime. The sui-
cide bombers of Islamic Jihad and
Hamas are nurtured by the Palestinian
Authority.

The time has come for these and
other governments to make a funda-
mental choice: Will they continue to
support those responsible for taking
the lives of thousands of innocent men,
women, and children? Or will they real-
ize the error of their ways and end
their financing, the facilitating, the
harboring of terrorists and their orga-
nizational infrastructures and their
state-sponsored incitement of terrorist
attacks? For if they choose to continue
their present course, they are not
states of concern, they are not rogue
states, they are America’s enemies.

I applaud the administration’s efforts
to assemble an international coalition
to fight terrorism. We have a real op-
portunity to make the world safer for
freedom and democracy.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to yield 1 minute to the distinguished
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. TAU-
ZIN).

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, this is the
second time in my tenure in this body
that we are called upon to vote to com-
mit the sons and daughters in the uni-
form of this country to war, to put
their lives on the line for this country
again, and this is indeed a profound
moment in the history of this Cham-
ber.

We should ask ourselves carefully
why we do this. Do we do it just in
anger, just for revenge? No greater au-
thority than St. Thomas Aquinas
taught me as a young lad the meaning
and the understanding, the definition
of self-defense. Our greatest duty under
the Constitution is to protect and de-
fend the citizens of this country from
all enemies, both foreign and domestic.
It is for that reason we rise in support
of this resolution.

We have literally in this world al-
lowed terrorism to exist too long. We
have been on the defensive too long. We
have taken too many body blows. It is
time civilized man goes on the offen-
sive.

Today, we go on the offensive. And
we commit our sons and daughters to
that enormous chore. This week, a re-
porter caught a citizen in New York
taking dust off a car and putting it
into a jar and he asked, ‘‘Is that your



