March 4, 1993
mdmssewedon the California State Parks

sccassibility Task Force,

Ms. Cangemi has baen honored by the Cali-
gmia Department of Rehabiiitation and the
point Reyes National Seashore, and has re-
coived the J_.C. Pannay Golkden Rule Award.
Ms. Cangemi and her organization have been
jeatured in several magazines, and Ms,

i has published articles on access.
Mr. Speaker, Phyllis Cangemi is truly an
nding citizen of the 14th Congressional
District. | am privileged to represent her ang
proud to enter these words of congratulations
jnto the RECORD.
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LEGISLATION TO GRANT A MEDIC-
AID WAIVER TO D.C. CHARTERED
HEALTH PLAN

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF OOLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 4, 1993

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | am pleasad to
iroduce a bift o direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to waive for 3

the 75/25 requirement, described in soc-
fon 1903(m}{2)(ANii) of the Social Security
Act, as applied to D.C. Chartered Health Plan,
inc. This legislation is vital to the District of
Columbia bacause it wilt allow D.C. Charterad
Health Plan, a high quality health maintenance
tion, to continue providing health care
saivices 10 low-income residents of the District
for whom there s no other care of comparable
quality, especially at the cost.

D.C. Chartered Health Plan is a private,
managed-care organization that has been in
adstonce since 1986. Chartered’'s emphasis
on preventive health care for its low-income
patients has resulted in a decrease in the
number of emerngency room visits
and in overadl improved heaith among its en-
ihees. Chartered's long-term commitment 1o
quality health care for low-income pecpie is
futher demonstrated by its work in providing
fiee services, such as vaccinations and blood
pressure checks, in some of the neediest
Washington neighborhoods.

Under current law Federal Medicaid funds
&8 availabie only to matich State expenditures
under risk-based contracts with HMO's and
oiher prepaid plans if at least 25 percent of
the enrolises in the plan are not Medicaid or
Medicare recipients, the 75/25 requirement.
Between 1988 and 1981, D.C. Chartered op-
érated under an initial 3-year waiver of the 75/
23 requirement as provided by law and had a
comprehensive risk contract with the District of
Coumbia. During this time period Chartersd
taved the District at least $3 miliion it other-
Wse would have spent with the traditional
Medicaid Program.

established HMO,

As a newly
Chartered has not yet been able to mest the
25 requirement because of the problems
presented in competing in the commercial
Taket against large, long established pians.
Chartered's initial waiver expired over 1 year
#0. Since expiration of the waiver, the District
% Columbia Medicaid Program has main-
fhed & cost contract with D.C. Chartered,
¥h the hope that Chartered’s waiver would
5 extended and thereby allow the District to
now its risk contract with Chartered. The
st contract poses particular problems be-

Further, under the terms of Char fTogram.
pation in the D.C. Medicald Prograr” coicr
tered is subject to annual quality assurance
audas,merosutsofwhichhavoboonmlst-
emtyoutstm\dsng.umesscmnefodlswmm

RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
RESOLUTION

HON. BOB CLEMENT

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HQUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 4, 1993

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks ago
Prasident Clinton presented to Congress, an
extensive and bold economic stimulus agenda
for America. An agenda that is designed to
encourage fob and economic growth through
invastment in our Nation's infrastructure and
other fiscal initiatives. ,

Today | am Introducing the “Rural Economic
investment and Revitalization Resolution.” The
point of my resolution is simple. Rural America
deserves recognition from both Congress and
the President during the consideration of aco-
nomic stimulus proposals.

Mr. Speaker, rural communities across
America provide a vital role in the economic
heaith and well-being of the United States.
Twenty-one parcent of the total U.S. employ-
mant is located in rural areas. Employment in
these areas however, increased by only 12
percent between the years of 1979-89 while
employment in metro areas increased by near-
ly 21 percent during this time.

Now, | encourage the job and economic
growth of metro areas, but these statistics
simply highlight the inequalities rural areas ex-
perience in economic development initiatives.
These Inequities wera the major cause for
neary half of all rural counties in America fo
lose population in the mid-1980's.

Rural arsas provide a strong trad:ﬁonal her-
itage which hag continued 10 be vital 10 the
American spirit. The United States Census Bu-
reau defines 97.5 percent of the land area in

E513

America as “rural” This, with the

combined
by factthat%pememofallAmericamresideh

fural areas, stresses the point that sconomic

erage ::vemmlnmraldevelopmmisimesmm

economy s un-
limited. § strongly urge colleagues in Con-
gresstosupponmresrguﬁon.

THE FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER
AFFORDABILITY ACT OF 1993

HON. BILL ORTON

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 4, 1993

Mr. ORTON. Mr. Speaker, fast Thursday, |
introduced the First-time Homebuyer Aﬂgrd-
ability Act of 1993 on behalf of myself and
many other colleagues. The purpose of this
:.Il'l mmﬁ l"‘I'n'gineownersi'@ip opportunities

ilies viduals struggling to
their first home. "9 10 buy

i enacted, this provision would aliow the di-
rect use of IRA funds—without tax or pen-
alty—io make a down payment for a first-time
home purchase. It would also allow a parent
to use IRA funds for a loan or downpayment
assistance fo & son or daughter buying thelr
first house.

Two weeks ago, President Clinton intro-
duced his comprehensive economic plan. In
the introduction to this plan, the President ar-
ticulated a vision of fundamentai o
Invest in people, to reward hard work and re-
store faimess, and to recognize our familles
and communities as the comerstones of
America’s strength.”

One of the best ways to promote families
and communities in our country is to raise our
levet of homeownership. The First-time Home-
buyer Affordability Act of 1983 would do pre-
cisely that by addressing the fundamental
problem young people face in buying their first
home—accumulating the necessary cash to
meet down payment requiremems. it does so
by dynamically accessing the $650 bitlion pool
of funds currently found in IRA accounts.

Congress has already recognized the potern-
tial of opening up IRA funas for home pur-
chase. Last year, we twice passed com-

ive tax bills containing a waiver of the
10 percent penaity for premature withdrawal of
IRA funds for a first-ime home purchase.
Accessing IRA funds for this purpose only
makes sense. After all, what better long-term
savings and investment vehicle is there than
the purchase of a single family home. For
probably the majority of retirees, equily in &
home ig the single greatest asset. Therefore,
| axpect that as we debate and act on a cont-
prehensive tax bill in the next few months, a
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