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requests for these programs and wonder

how such action is possible in view of
the express intent of the Congress that
the amounts appropriated for these programs should be increased as much as
possible and the

administration's

pledge

to be second to none in its concern for
higher education.
In States such as my home State of
Pennsylvania, where a concerted effort is
being made to develop a higher education system which gives nothing away
to State systems elsewhere in the Nation, these cuts proposed by the administration come at an extremely crucial
time. If the Congress does not act to

Regional,

Indeed

Evidently the Congressional Republicans
most knowledge-able about civil rights are
opposed to the Nixon Administration's position regarding extension of the 1965 Voting
Rights Act, and they have reason to be.
The law expires next year and should be
extended. It establishes special procedures
for encouraging registration and voting by
minority groups, and prohibits the use of
literacy tests and similar devices to discourage such voting. The law has vastly increased
the number of Negroes voting in the South,
though its work still needs to go on.
Attorney General Mitchell, however, is said
to have told the Republicans that the law
applies only to the South and is "regional
legislation" and should be broadened, be-
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of decollete dollies sipping champagne

pouting at the
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cameras. Old liberals such as
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Wechsler have embraced the cause
with lachrymose ardor, and new-breed liberal
mutants Jimmy Breslin, for instance find
in the boycott opportunity to show that they
are just as warm-hearted and fuzzy-headed
as any of the old timers.
Few Easterners have any real knowledge
of the facts of the boycott. Itis enough that
emotions can be aroused and played on. The
typical view is presented by Breslin in one
of his New York Post columns. "John Steinbeck wrote The Grapes of Wrath almost
thirty years ago and it is one of the few
truly meaningful novels ever written in
America, and in California they still grow
grapes of wrath." Now there is a lot wrong
James

—

