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lie holidays. In the deliberations of our
committee we concluded that a complete
Monday holiday program would not be
in the national interest since there are
some holidays such as the Fourth of
July, Christmas Day, New Year's Day,
and Thanksgiving, the specific dates of
which are deeply embedded inour tradi-
tions—end in some cases, have a reli-
gious significance.

Inaddition to a wide variety of pro-
posals for the establishment of Monday
holidays, the 90th Congress has also seen
the introduction of almost 500 bills call-
ing for the new observance of additional
holidays and other commemorative
events. Obviously, if any new holidays
are to be created, we inthe Congress are
faced with the difficult task of being
selective.

BUR. 15951, has bipartisan support and
was formulated after extensive hearings
and the most careful evaluation. Itis a
moderate proposal which would serve a
twofold purpose. On the one hand, it
wouldprovide for the annual observance
on Mondays of George Washington's
Birthday, Memorial Day, and Veterans
Day. On the other hand, itwouldestab-
lish an additional public holiday in
honor of Christopher Columbus

—
a holi-

day which would also be observed on
Monday.

First, ifImay,Iwouldlike to discuss
the benefits which our citizens willderive
fromthe Monday holiday features of this
bill. Second, Iwould like to review for
you the considerations in favor of the
observance ofColumbus Day as an addi-
tional public holiday.

One of the principal advantages of the
observance of holidays on Monday is the
increased enrichment which such observ-
ances willbring to the family lifeof our
Nation. In our complex, highly indus-
trialized society we have witnessed a
growing tendency for families to become
separated. Sons and daughters often
venture great distances from the homes
of theirparents inpursuit of educational
and occupational advantages. Grand-
parents inmany families rarely have the
opportunity to enjoy the company of
their grandchildren. At the same time,
withinthe immediate familyunit fathers
are often called upon to commute con-
siderable distances to their jobs, dimin-
ishing the number of precious hours
available for family togetherness.

The proposed Monday holiday pro-
gram willhelp to ameliorate these condi-
tions. Itwillprovide the many families
that are geographically separated with
greater opportunities to come together.
It willalso provide increased opportu-
nities for the enjoyment of recreational
facilities and the development of cul-
tural activities inwhich the whole family
can participate.
Ibelieve that these benefits are obvious

and are known to each of us. Indeed, no
one can deny that under our present holi-
day program we get a special enjoyment
out of those holidays which now fall,by
chance of the calendar, either immedi-
ately before or immediately after a week-
end. The present billwouldmerely serve
to remove the element of chance, and
provide for several 3-day weekends on a
regular and planned basis.

While enriching our Nation's family

life, the Monday holiday program will
also enrich our economic life.Inthis re-
gard, our committee heard extensive tes-
timony both fromrepresentatives ofbusi-
ness and from labor. The evidence is
conclusive that the Monday Holiday pro-
gram will stimulate greater industrial
production and contribute toan increase
inour gross national product. Itwillre-
duce employee absenteeism and contrib-
ute to increased employee morale. Both
the employer and the employee willbene-
fit and neither at the expense of the
other.

Turning now to the second feature of
the bill,the establishment of Columbus
Day as apublic holiday, which wouldalso
fall on Monday. Let me first point out
that of all the proposals before the Con-
gress for the establishment of additional
holidays, there isnone which enjoys the
same widespread popularity that is en-
joyed by the Columbus Day proposal.
Unlike any of the other proposed new
holidays, a Columbus Day observance
has already been established as a matter
of law insome 34 of our States. As a re-
sult, itis currently being celebrated by
more than 75 percent of our Nation's
population.

Now there is an obvious explanation
for this great popularity of Columbus
Day. Our late President Kennedy often
described us as a "nation ofimmigrants."
It has been our immigrant spirit

—
our

continuous striving tobroaden our hori-
zons in search of new experiences and
new frontiers

—
which has given our his-

tory its distinctive flavor. This same
spirit has also caused us to represent to
the worldprospects of new hope and new
freedom. Columbus' voyage to America
has come to be an important symbol of
this immigrant spirit. Since this symbol
has already been adopted by most of our
State legislatures in State laws calling
for the celebration ofColumbus Day, we
inthe Congress ought properly to add our
voices inaffirmationof the significance of
this occasion.

When the proposed billis considered in
its entirety, there can be no doubt that
the whole program has the support ofan
overwhelming majority of our citizens.
In this regard, Iwould like to point out
that at the hearings we held on Monday
holidays strong support for such a pro-
gram was expressed by a wide variety
of associations including such diverse
groups as: the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, the National Association ofMan-
ufacturers, the American Federation of
Government Employees, the NationalRe-
tailFederation, the National Association
ofTravel Organizations, the Internation-
al Amalgamated Transit Union, and the
National Association of Letter Carriers.
Inaddition, we received testimony fav-
oring Monday holiday legislation from
the representatives of the Department of
Labor, the Bureau of the Budget, the
Department of Commerce, and the U.S.
CivilService Commission.

Under all of these circumstances, I
am thoroughly convinced that the billbe-
fore us embodies a holiday program
which is highly responsive to a strong
public need. It is a program that pre-
serves and reaffirms our traditions

—
while affording greater opportunities for
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a fuller participation in holiday obser-
vances by all of our citizens, I, there-
fore, urge all of my colleagues in this
body to give this measure their complete
support.

Mr.Chairman, Iask ¡unanimous con-
sent that the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania [Mr.Eilberg] may extend his re-
remarks at this point.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Colorado?

There was no objection.
Mr. EILBERG. Mr. Chairman, Iam

convinced that H.R. 15951, making pro-
visions formost holidays to fallon Mon-
days, should be enacted.

Much support for this legislation has
already been shown. Polls of businessmen
and the public both indicate that most
Americans wouldlikeCongress to provide
that all nonreligious holidays be cele-
brated on Mondays. This would mean
3-day weekends.

The support for this provision has
been shown by two specific polls. One
was conducted by the National Chamber
of Commerce among itsmembership, and
the other by This Week magazine. The
chamber survey recorded 85 percent of
its 10,000 respondents were in favor of
making most holidays fall on Monday,
whilemore than 180,000 readers-at-large
responded infavor and only about 10,000
persons expressed opposition to uniform
Monday holidays.

Why do people apparently prefer Mon-
day holidays? They may feel that they
can get more accomplished

—
take the

family fishing or visit relatives or finish
those nagging do-it-yourself chores. A
midweek holiday simply does not, and
never will,offer the variety of activities
and creative opportunities that a longer
holiday period makes available.

Monday holidays, in addition to the
benefit to the worker, also offer attrac-
tions to the executives charged with
getting the workcompleted. People seem
to work better when the week is not
broken up, and there are fewer sudden
illnesses or time-off requests when the
holidays are not interrupting normal
midweek schedules.

Most of our nonreligious holidays are
neither historically accurate nor tradi-
tional, so there isno reason not to change
them. Why celebrate George Washing-
ton's birthday on February 22 if,under
the calendar at the time, he was really
born on the 11th? Why do we celebrate
Independence Day on the 4th of July?
Itwas July 2 when the Continental Con-
gress actually adopted the resolution of
independence, and it was July 19 when
Congress ordered the document en-
grossed.

Since few of our holidays are histori-
cally accurate, since many of them have
had to be adjusted because of changes
in calendar usage, let us be realistic
about our approach to legal public holi-
days. Let us celebrate New Year's Day,
as always, January 1. Let us, however,
celebrate Washington's birthday the
thirdMonday inFebruary, and Memorial
Day the last Monday inMay. We should
continue the celebration of Independence
Day on July 4, regardless of its accuracy
because the date bears such traditional
significance.
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