
Kennedy was killed, and Isuspended
judgment on the questions that arose
then and shortly thereafter until Water-
gate, August 1973, revealed possibilities
heretofore considered not possible.
Ifeel there is a congressional respon-

sibility, and make no mistake about it,
there is a great mass of American peo-
ple and citizens in the world who are
greatly concerned. And, Ibelieve that
since the national psyche has been
traumatized by all of these shocking
crimes there is a clear and impelling re-
sponsibility for the Congress to dis-
charge.

Congress has never before studied the
assassination of any President, but as
the elected representatives of the people,
Ifeel that itis clearly our responsibility
to do so if there is any indication or
reason to suspect that the truth of the
circumstances resulting in the murder of
a President have not been revealed, and
any parties responsible and not previous-
ly known have not yet teen "brought to
justice.

No similar period—the assassination of
other nationally politically prominent
people

—
has ever followed the deaths of

the other assassinated American Presi-
dents prior to John F. Kennedy, and
there is a large body of knowledge done
by committees and organizations in-
volved in the study of the assassinations
and independent researchers —scholars,
journalists, pathologists, and "others in
forensic medicine —

which warrants our
-attention and at least our attempt to
verify.

During the past several months Ihave
become increasingly sensitive to the need
to conduct such an investigation because
Ihave become a rallying point for peo-
ple from throughout the country who are
unsatisfied withthe flndings.of the War-
ren Commission about the death of
President Kennedy.

There has longbeen a need for further
study of this death alone because, as the
Gallup poll taken in January 1967 re-
vealed, some 64 percent of the American
public believed that more than one man
was involved in the assassination.

Study of this assassination or any of
the others is not something which I
alone, or even one small select commit-
tee can do. It will take support of a
majority of this legislative body, and I
hereby call for that support.

We must settle for once and for all in
the interest of the welfare of our coun-
try and the future of its people the truth
of what happened at Dallas on Novem-
ber 22, 1963 and what Lee Harvey Oswald
carried to his grave before he had his
day in court, and perhaps what' Oswald
did not know.

We must find out if the President's
death was in retaliation to the Bay of
Pigs invasion against Cuba, and what
connection did Oswald's murderer, Jack
Ruby, also dead, have with all of this.

We must find out if there Is any con-
nection with the deaths of Senator Rob-
ert Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther
King, and why there is any reason for
cases of their two assassins to he back in
the courts.

There is reason to subpena E. Howard
Hunt and Charles W. Colson, the Nixon
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of Georgia; farmers on the prodigious
hilltops of New Hampshire and the
mighty mountains of New York"

—
stop

to reflect upon Dr. King's lifeand efforts,
we willpreserve his great vision which is
too often obscured by the daily demands
of our own lives.

assistant, who, according "to the Wash-
ington Post, called Hunt following the
attempted assassination of Governor
Wallace to order him immediately to
Milwaukee and to break into the apart-
ment of Wallace's suspected assailant.

We must honor this great man of
peace, and learn from the tragedy of his
violent death, We must take Dr. King's
boundless compassion as an example to
be emulated in our own lives and give
voice to his call: "Let freedom ring from
every hilland molehill; let freedom ring
from every mountain side."

Injustice, no matter where, no matter
how, was intolerable to Martin Luthér
King as it should be to all of us. Black
Americans, denied their inalienable right
to register and vote in Alabama, were
inextricably tied in his conscience to the
people of Indochina, the helpless victims
of American devastation,

Recognizing that injustice anywhere is
a threat to justice everywhere, Dr. King
spoke out for freedom throughout the
world, and the world loved him. In1984,
he received the Nobel Peace Prize

—
a rec-

ognition that his vision of man's potential
transcended national boundaries and the
differences of race, religion, and belief
which divide us from our brothers. With
characteristic humility, Dr.Kingaccept-
ed the coveted award, although he real-
ized better than anyone else that his
dream had yet to become reality. But his
hopes were still aflame. The struggle
would not be easy, but man's better in-
stincts would prevail, not through death
and destruction but through a nonvio-
lent appeal to the sense of right which
we may sometimes suppress but never
fullyforget.
In moving, measured cadence, Dr.

Kingaddressed his Stockholm audience,
and his words deserve recalling today:
Iam mindful that only yesterday In Bir-

mingham, Alabama, our children, crying out
for brotherhood, were answered with ñre
hoses, snarling dogs, and even death. Iam
mindful that only yesterday in Philadelphia,
Mississippi, young people seeking to secure
the right to vote were brutalized and mur-
dered.

Therefore, Imust ask why this prize is
awarded toa moverront which is beleaguered
and committed to unrelenting struggle, to a
.movement which has not won the very peace
and brotherhood is the essence of the
"Nobel Prize. After contemplation, Iconclude
that this award which Ireceive on behalf
of the movement is profound recognition that
non-violence is the answer to the crucial
political and moral question of 'our time

—
the need for man to overcome oppression and
violence without resorting to violence and
oppression.
Iaccept this award today with an abiding

faith in America and an a\:dacious faith in
the future cf mankind. Irefuse to accept the
idea that mankind is so tragically bound to
the starless midnight of racism and war that
the bright daylight of peace and brother-
hood can never become a reality.

Dr. King rightly recognized that
achieving freedom in America was in-
compatible with a foreign policy of op-
pression and -war. He condemned the
senseless, merciless slaughter in Viet-
nam, not because he calculated that the
costs were too great, but because he rec-
ognized that the war was an immoral
outrage which was corroding the soul of

There are many more disquieting
questions to be resolved —

so many as to
boggle the mmd

—
but they must be an-

swered —with calmness, objectivity, dis-
passion, and fairness.

A NATIONAL HOLIDAY BILL IN
HONOR OP DR. MARTINLUTHER
KING, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.Mc-
Fall). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr.Conyers) is recognized for 60 min-
utes.

(Mr.CONYERS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, Irise to-
day to speak in honor of the late Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., a man of hu-
mility whose life and work have had a
profound impact on the conscience of
America and the world.Itake this op-
portunity with the hope that recalling
his principles willstimulate us all to re-
flect them in our own lives and in the
actions we take as servants of the peo-
ple.

On January 23, 94 of our colleagues
—

¦

both Democrats and Republicans—
.ioined me in introducing legislation to
make January 15, Dr. King's birthday,
a national holiday. At that time, Iex-
pressed my belief that "establishing Jan-
uary 15 as a national holiday willinsure
that there will be at least 1 day each
year when we collectively stop to con-
sider how far we have progressed toward
brotherhood and equality, and how much
further we still have to go." Ifirst in-
troduced this legislation shortly after
Dr. King's tragic assassination in April
1968. In each succeeding Congress, more
Members have joined, me in this effort;
this year, Iam confident we shall suc-
ceed.
, No American more fullydeserves such
commemoration than Dr. King. No per-
son ever dedicated his life so fully and
tirelessly to the pursuit of equal rights
for all Americans. Martin Luther King,
Jr., gave his life for this struggle, and it
remains for us to complete his work.
Today, nearly 7 j7ears after his death,
"liberty and justice for all" have yet to
become realities. Inhis best remembered
speech, Dr. King eloquently described his
dream for America's future. His vision
remains as a guide for us today and as a
measure of just how far we still have to
go before we can rest.

By commemorating Dr. King's birth-
day, we would do more than honor a
man; we would honor the spirit of love
and hope which guided his lifearid which
should inspire our efforts on "behalf of
the people we serve. Irealize that 1day
cannot do justice to Dr. King's years of
selfless dedication to the struggle for
human rights. Yet, if on January 15 of
each year, all Americans —

in Dr. King's
words, "sons of former slaves and sons
of former slave owners on the red hills
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refinance existing housing and a virtual
ban on future construction. These factors
hold true even in areas in which there
is no history of flooding and in which the
likelihood of future flooding is remote
indeed.

Under the present law, after July 1,
residential lending will be prohibited in
communities which have failed to become
eligible for flood insurance.

The reason is that the Federal Hous-
ing Administration, the Veterans' Ad-
ministration, the Federal National Mort-
gage Association, the Government Na-
tional Mortgage Association, the Federal
Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, and
any federally supervised bank and sav-
ings and loan association will be pro-
hibited from assisting in, making or ap--
proving loans secured by properties lo-
cated in specially designated flood areas
unless the community in which the prop-
erty is located in participating in the
national flood insurance program.

The spirit of this provision would seem
most desirable, but let us consider the
practical effects, which Ibelieve we will
see willbring severe injustice to property
owners in communities which have not
complied with the law, or for some rea-
son cannot comply. Iknow that a recent
count in just my area of Texas, showed
that 44 communities are still not under
the program.

Now let us look at what will happen
in these communities after provisions of
the Flood Disaster Protection Act go into
effect on July 1:

Property values will fall sharply be-
cause construction financing willnot be
available. A homeowner, for example,
gets transferred to another city by his
employer. He tries to sell his home, where
he has lived for 15 or 20 years. He finds
that under the law we have written that
there is no way he can get the house re-
financed in order to sell the property.
It does not matter that his home has
never been flooded or that it willnever
be indanger of flooding. He is stuck from
now on with that house unless he wants
to virtually give itaway. -*

Foreclosures will increase. As an ex-
ample, say a homeowner is transferred
after buying- a house on VA financing 2
years earlier. He cannot sell the house,
so he just defaults on his loan. He only
loses the small downpssTnent. Ifear such
examples would become common.

Financing banks and savings and loan
institutions would suffer because of the
growing number of loan defaults..

The Federal Government will suffer
because there willbe a large number of
FHA and VA loans involved. Those are
the loans with the smalsest_down pay-
ments and thus the more likely to go into
default. Then, under the law, the VA
and FHA willpay off the mortgages and
be stuck with the properties.

Property owners, the families who
have worked and saved for years in
order to own their homes, willsuffer the
most. Because no matter what they de-
cide~~to do, the circumstances are be-
yond their control. Their lifetime in-
vestment can be completely wiped out.

We obviously went a little bit
too strong in attempting to write this
law and the -need for corrective action
should be obvious.

My bill would take that corrective
action by:

Repealing the prohibition against fed-
erally assisted lending. The individual
Government agency which underwrites

~a loan would make the determination of
whether the property complies withflood
insurance requirements that it deems
necessary to protect the property. The
application would be in the same manner
as the FHA and the VAnow set minimum
property standards for each loan ap-
proved. Each piece of property would be
judged on its own merits.

The law would apply only to housing
built after the effective date of the flood
insurance act. We should not penalize
property owners who purchased Jhomes
in good faith years before we even con-
sidered flood insurance laws.

Regulation of federally assisted fi-
nancing in areas wrhere the elevation is
above the 100-year floodplain would not
include the prohibition against fed-
erally assisted financing, regardless of
whether a flood insurance program was
ineffect in the community. The elevation
of a piece of property could easily be
established through maps already in
existence and certified by an engineer's
certificate. Thus a property owner in a
nonparticipating community could still
get flood insurance by certification of his
property as being above the established
100-year flood plain.

Mr. Speaker, Ihope all of my col-
leagues will study this law carefully. I
can give full assurance that the problem
that now exists is not one unique to my
district or to ray State. There have been
numerous newspaper articles written
throughout the Nation regarding the
hardships that the flood insurance law
as now written willbring.
Ifmy colleagues have not yet heard

from their constituents about the mat-
ter,Iam sure they willas soon as the law
goes into effect July 1. By that time,
however, many of our citizens willhave
suffered needlessly.
"

There may be some who will argue
that the only people who will be hurt
are land developers. Iwish that were the
case, but the fact is that it will be the
Jiomeowner, not the developer who will
be hurt.

My bill to make corrections in the
Flood Disaster Act has been drafted after
consultations withand recommendations
from mortgage bankers, title company
officials, local citizen groups, and with
representatives from the Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association.

Mr. Speaker,, we do need a sound pro-
gram to provide Federal fiood disaster
insurance and such a program willcon-
tinue to have my full support. We need
every community to participate in such
a program. But we also must have a law
that provides more help than harm.

The last thingIwant to do is risk the
public's money needlessly.

But in the process, we must not in-
voke a program that does -severe eco-
nomic harm to property owners through-
out the Nation.
Iwould be glad to discuss my bill with

any of my colleagues, or my staff willbe
glad to assist in providing further in-
formation about it. Iwillalso welcome

any of my colleagues who desire as co-
sponsors to my amendments, whichIbe-
lieve will allow the Flood Disaster Pro-
tection Act to-be implemented in the
manner in which we originally intended.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTI-
GATE ASSASSINATIONS AND AT-
TEMPTED ASSASSINATIONS
(Mr.GONZALEZ asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous matter.)

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, today
Iam introducing a House resolution call-
ing for you to name seven Members of
the House to a select committee of seven
Members of the House, one of whom you
shall designate as chairman, to conduct
an investigation and study of the cir-
cumstances surrounding the deaths of
John F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy,
and Martin Luther King, and the at-
tempted assassination of George Wal-
lace.

Under the terms of the resolution
the committee is authorized and directed
to conduct a full and complete investi-
gation and study of the circumstances
suiToun'ding the deaths of these men

—
a President of the United States, a U.S.
Senator seeking the Presidency, a civil
rights leader of international promi-
nence, and the attempted murder of the
Alabama Governor as he was seeking the
Presidency.

For the purpose of carrying cut this
resolution the committee, or any sub-
committee thereof authorized by the
committee to hold hearings, is authorized
to sit and act during the present Con-
gress at such times and places within the
United States, including any Common-
wealth or possession thereof, whether the
House is in session, has recessed, or has
adjourned, to hold hearings, and to re-
quire, by subpena or otherwise, the at-
tendance and testimony of such wit-
nesses and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memorandums,
papers, and. documents, at it deems
necessary; except that neither the com-
mittee nor any subcommittee thereof
may sit while the House is meeting unless
special leave to sit shall have been ob-
tained "from the House. Subpenas may
be issued under the signature of the
chairman of the committee or any mem-
ber of the committee designated by him,
and may be served by any person desig-
nated by such chairman or member.

The committee, under the terms of
this resolution, shall report to the House
as soon as practicable during the present
Congress the results of its investigation
and study, together with such recom-
mendations as it deems advisable. Any
such report which is made when the
House is not in session shall be filed with
the Clerk of the House.

Mr. Speaker, Ihave introduced this
resolution after much consideration. It
has not been a. decision Ihave made
hastily.
It is time that we study all this in

retrospect, and with calmness aad dis-
passion. -

There are questions to be resolved. I
was at Dallas the day that President
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America and its people. He appreciated
the inestimable damage of wasting
America's most valuable and precious re-
source —

our youth—
who were sent tokill

or be killedinorder to deny the people of
Indochina the opportunity to design
their own future.

Martin Luther Kingwas rightlysensi-
tive to the impact of the Indochina war
on black America. Exactly 1 year before
he died, he explained why he abhorred
and opposed the war so intransigently
and why he denounced it so vehemently:

Perhaps the most tragic recognition of
reality took place when it became clear to
me that the war was doing far more than
devastating the hopes of the poor at home.
Itwas sending their sons and brothers and
husbands to fight and to die in extraordi-
narily high proportions relative to the rest of
the population. We were taking the black
young men who had been crippled by our
society and sending |hem 8,000 miles away
to guarantee liberties in Southeast Asia
which they had not found in Southwest
Georgia and East Harlem. So we have been
repeatedly faced with the cruel irony of
watching Negro and white boys on TV
screens as they kill and die together for a
nation that has been unable to seat them
together in the same schools. So we watch
them in brutal solidarity burning the huts
of a poor village but we realize that they
would never live on the same block inDe-
troit.Icould not be silent in the face of such
cruel manipulation of the poor.

He himself fell victim to violence be-?
fore he could see an end to his coun-
try's involvement in Indochina. And, in
a real sense, it has never ended. While
American men are no longer dying need-
lessly, America's military presence re-
mains in the form of hardware -of
destruction.
Ithas been more than 2 years since

the Paris peace accords, yet President
Ford now exhorts us to maintain the
American war machine in Southeast
Asia by feeding it an additional $522
million.
Ifwe agree to this request, especially at

a time of spreading depression at home,
we ehall demonstrate that we have
learned nothing from more than 10 years
in Indochina. And we shall mock the
Ideals for which MartinLuther King, Jr.,
livedand died.

Dr. King's commitment to nonviolence
was more than an effective strategy to
achieve civil rights for the millions of
blacks. Itdemonstrated an unshakable
belief in the ultimate decency of men,
and the possibility that they could come
to understand that oppression exacts a
greater spiritual toll from the oppressors
than the oppressed. Itmeant to him that
violence begets only violence and that
men cannot be forced to love one an-
other, but must freely come to recognize
their common humanity.

Before his dream can be fulfilled,non-
violence must become the basis for re-
lations among nations, as well as among
individual men and women. So long as
the spirit of violence pervades our for-,
eign relations, it will inevitably corrupt
our domestic affairs. Nonviolence pro-
vides the link between equality among
Americans and eventual disarmament
among nations, and offers the vision of
an international society in which preci-

ous resources are no longer devoted to
purposes which tear down, rather than
bui]d human lives.

By establishing Martin Luther King,
Jr.'s, birthday as a national holiday, we
shall be providing all people, here and
abroad, the opportunity to honor his
memory and ideals in their own way. As
Members of the Congress, we must accept
the opportunity and responsibility to do
what we can to embody his ideals in law.
Surely this means a searching examina-
tion of the defense budget and arealloca-
tion of our resources from military to
human needs. This also means that we
must protect and extend the fundamen-
tal political rights upon which the pres-
ervation of our liberties depend. This
year, we shall be called upon to confirm
the right of blacks and other minorities
to vote, as provided by the Voting Rights
Act of 1965. Dr. King's efforts were based
on the belief that people could change
their own lives if they would join to-
gether in pursuit of their common goaL
The right to vote, therefore, is basic to
making his dream come alive.""

Finally, and most critically today, is
the need to extend our conception of
fundamental rights to include the right
of every man and woman to build con-
structive and self-fiulfilh'ng lives for
themselves and their families. With un-
employment among blacks at or near the
national levels of unemployment during
the depression of the 19305, we must rec-
ognize the importance of the opportunity
to work and the obligation of the Gov-
ernment to become the employer of last
resort to all those willingbut unable to
find work in the private sector. Dr.
King's vision of America was of a self-
reliant nation whose people are strong
and secure enough to love and not to

,hate. Itis our obligation —to ourselves as
well as to Dr. King's memory

—to enable
all the American people to provide for
themselves and find the freedom to dis-
cover their brotherhood.

Mr. Speaker, at this point Iwould like
to yield to our distinguished colleague,
the gentlewoman from Texas (Miss
Jordan).

— r
Miss JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, Ithank

the gentleman for yielding to me, and
Icommend him for moving forward with
the proposal to designate a national holi-
day in honor of MartinLuther King.

The MartinLuther Kings of this world
are not duplicated insucceeding genera-
tions. A Martin Luther King is a once-
in-a-lifetime experience, and we experi-
enced him in the fullness of his impact
on the lives of all of us.

There is littlethat we can do to honor
his memory, but the little that we can
do is to move ahead and see that the
designation of a national holiday in his
honor, in his memory, is accomplished.
Itis not much, but itis all we can do. We
cannot resurrect him. We cannot dupli-
cate him. We can only remember him
fondly and try to incorporate into every-
thing we say and everything we do the
lifehe lived

—-the lifeof justice and peace
and dignity and nonviolence and lack of
agitation.

We can do that by approving the kind
of legislation, which the gentleman has

introduced and which Ihave cospon-
sored, whioh designates his birthday as
a national holiday.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, Iap-
preciate the remarks of my colleague,
the gentlewoman from Texas (Miss

Jordan) ,who herself comes froma family
that has deep religious roots.
Iwant to say to her that Iam asking

for hearings before the appropriate sub-
committee, and Ithink we have every
assurance that, with the new ground-
swell of support that has accumulated as
each session has gone by, we may be able
to do that which the gentlewoman has
so eloquently urged us on to do.Ideeply
appreciate her remarks?
Iyield now to the gentleman from

Florida, a former Senator and a Member
of this body (Mr. Pepper) .¦

Mr. PEPPER. Mr. Speaker, Ithank
the able gentleman, our distinguished
friend from Michigan in the well (Mr.

Conyers), for yielding to me so that I
might join him and my other distin-
guished colleagues in signifying my as-
sent to and support for the legislation
establishing a national holiday that
bears the honorable name of Martin
Luther King,Jr.
Iam very much pleased to join In

sponsorship of that legislation, Iwas
born and raised about 40 miles from
Montgomery, Ala., where Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., first came into national
prominence by leading a nonviolent
crusade on the part of black people to
protest against the discrimination of
which they were the victims in that
capital city of my native State.

From that point on, Dr.Martin Luther
King, Jr., became a national figure, and
a symbol ofpretest when we were treat-
ing Americans of our country—in an
un-American way.
Ishall never forget the first time I

came to a vividvisualization of Dr. King,
which was when he spoke at the Lin-
coln Memorial, and gave one of the most
eloquent addresses Ihave ever heard, and
in which he echoed again and again that
theme for which he became so famous,
and which came to be repeated
throughout the country by his people,
"We shall overcome."

Although dastardly assassins have
taken the material life of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., his spirit has overcome
much of the discrimination against
which he originally protested: He has
opened up wider and better horizons of
life to his fellow citizens which never
should have been denied them. He has
also, through his hopes and his aspira-
tions, been able to give many people the
ability to enjoy, in the fullest measure,
the richness of the life of this great
America.

So, Mr. Speaker, Iam proud to take
part in this special order today, and I
hope that we willbe able to let the name
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., sym-
bolize the new spirit of America that Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., has brought
into the beings and the hearts of our
people.

- "

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Spsaker, Iam
proud "of the fact that the gentleman
from Florida (Mr.Pepper) has chosen to
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again associate himself with these kinds
of causes which have distinguished his
career in both the U.S. Senate and in
this body, and Iam indeed happy and
privileged to be able to share his support
for this measure.
Iam now happy to yield to the dis-

tinguished gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
Duncan). ...

Mr. DUNCANof Oregon. Mr. Speaker,
Iam proud to be a cosponsor with the
gentleman fromMichigan (Mr.Conyers)

of the bill to create a national holiday of
Dr. King's birthday, and to appear with
the gentleman" from Michigan on his
special order.
Ifeel this evening a strong sense of the

continuity of the progress in the affairs
of humankind. As my friend, the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Florida (Mr.

-Pepper), referred to in his remarks, a
few years ago in this Capital City oc-
ourred the scene of a remarkable phe-

nomenon as hundreds of thousands of
citizens of all a-ges, persuasions, and ori-
gins walked together through the streets
of this city. These people came together,

joining hands, hearts, and voices, in
peaceful protest, petitioning long over-
due redress of a sad and shameful im-
balance in our society. My teenage son
and daughter were a part of the crowd
that gathered to hear the words of the
unique person whose belief in ultimate
justice and peaceful protest as a means
to that end brought about the unfor-
gettable march on Washington of Au-
gust 28, 1963—Dr. Martin Luther King,

Jr.- The words he said on that day have
become immortal, not only because of
their ringing persuasion and timeliness,
but because of their truth and promise.
"We shall overcome," he cried; and the
cry was taken up by the thousands
massed on the Mall, and

1

millions more
all over this land. And a movement be-
came a crusade.

MartinLuther King, Jr., was joined in
his great crusade by two Presidents of
the United States

—
John F. Kennedy

and Lyndon B. Johnson. Proposals were
made and bills were drawn; and in 1954,
the historic 89th Congress acted upon

the rightful demand of its black constit-
uents for first-class citizenship.

Iam proud to have been a Member of
that body and to have supported the
CivilRights Act of 1964, as Isponsored
and supported similar legislation in Ore-
gon several years before.

Now all three of these memorable lead-
ers are gone from vs

—President Ken-
nedy and Dr.King inuntimely and trag-
ic fashion. But their common achieve-
ment, and that of all the other Amer-
icans who marched that day and other
days, and who suffered and even died
in that cause, as did Dr. King—this
achievement, written into law as the
civil rights legislation of 1964, lives on.
Imperfectly, too slowly, but surely and
inevitably these laws are working to
effect deep and permanent change in
our society.

Much still remains to be dene before
prejudice and discrimination are ban-
ished. Equality of education and oppor-
tunity do not yet exist to the extent we
desire. Our black colleagues feel and know

this to a greater degree than can we of
a lighter complexion. But men and wo-
men of good will of whatever race can
here resolve to join together to insure
that upward progress of our minority
citizens continues, and is accelerated to
the point where the statement of that
great Scot poet, Bobby Bums, "Amon's
a mon for a' that", becomes a reality and
we need no longer worry about affirma-
tive action, about black neighborhoods,
busing, and similar devices, because such
shall no longer be necessary.

There willbe names engraved forever
on the consciousness and conscience of
America. MartinLuther King, Jr., is very
near the top of the list. He is an authen-
tic American hero of an age, supposedly,
of antiheroes. Itis time we recognized
him as such.

'
. ..

Therefore, Iam privileged to join'in
this special order to honor him and to
advance the cause of brotherhood and
good willtoward all men and women of
all races.

Mr.CONYERS. MayIsay to my friend,
the gentleman from Oregon, with whom
Ihave not had the pleasure of working
extremely closely on too many bills, and
whom Ihave never heard make remarks
about the nature of improved race rela-
tions and their importance before, that
Iam very deeply moved by the state-
ment that he has just made, in which he
has, in a very graphic way, shown how
his familyhas brought him—

and insome
ways all of vs

—
to an appreciation that

we are not going through a sentimental
exercise here today, speaking eulogistic-
ally of a great but deceased American.

From his remarks, Ijust had the vivid
recollection of my coming to Washington
to participate in that march on that day
in 1963. Somehow, the gentleman's artic-
ulation of this event in a personal way
brought back those memories, and Iam
very, very pleased to hear him say what
perhaps could be said best by him, better
by him than perhaps even the distin-
guished gentlewoman from Texas or
myself.
Ithink he adds a strength to our pur-

pose. Ithink that he helped make most
of us feel that in this 94th Congress we
will finally do what we have said ought
to have been done so much earlier, in
earlier sessions. .
Ithank the gentleman from Oregon

for those very obviously sincere remarks.
Mr. Speaker, Inow yield to the gentle-

man from Illinois (Mr.Simon).
. Mr. SIMON. Ithank the gentleman
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, Iam pleased the gentle-
man from Michigan has yielded to me. If
Imay join inpersonal reflection first of
all, Irecall very, very vividly the first
time Imet Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
A good friend of mine by the name of
Robert Graetz was a Lutheran pastor in
Montgomery, Ala., who stood up for the
rights of all citizens in that community!
Feelings in that day and age, unfortu-
nately, were not what they should be, as
too often they still are not today. Bob
Graetz had his home bombed three times.
Iwas then a member of the Illinois

House of Representatives, sponsoring
some civilrights legislation. Iwas invited
by Dr. King to go down to Montgomery
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to speak on the second anniversary o\\
the bus boycott in Montgomery. Dr.King
happened to be in Chicago. Imet him at
the St. Louis Airport. We flew together
down to Atlanta first, where we met his
parents, Dr.and Mrs. King, Sr., and then
on to Montgomery where Ihad a chance
to spend 2 days visiting with Dr. King

-
and his family in their small, white .
frame home, and to get a bitof the flavor
and the breadth and the depth of the
man. Through the years, we kept in
touch. . -
Ithink the gentleman's resolution is

important, not because of a personality
but because of what he stood for and
stands for. In a world of oppression he
stood for justice; in a worldof violence,
he stood for nonviolence; in a world
mired in discord, he gave us dreams and
hope, and he was practical. Those are the
things we need today. We stillhave op-
pression; we still have violence; we' still
are mired in discord.

Too often when we have' dreams we do
not know how to put legs on those
dreams. No man who was not practical
could have gotten a quarter million peo-
ple in this city on that eventful day in
1963.-
Icommend the gentleman for his res-

olution. Iam proud to join in it.Ithink
it can be a significant thing for our Na-
tion and literally for the world, too.

Mr. CONYERS. Iam very pleased to
hear the gentleman make these observa-
tions. He brings to this session of Con-
gress a personal relationship on which
he predicates his support of the national
holiday legislation that is now moving
forward, Ithink, at such a rapid rate.
There is a continuing ground swell that
to me is extremely significant —that even
though the number of years increases
since the time Dr. Kingwalked among us,
more and more people, on honest reflec-
tion and revaluation, realize that this is
indeed an appropriate man to be the first
Black American to be so distinguished
by having a national holiday established
in his honor.
Ideeply and sincerely appreciate the

vigor and the perception which the gen-
tleman brings in supporting and cospon-
soring this legislation.

Mrs. BURKE of California. Mr.
Speaker, there is a crying need in the
country today for positive signs, for in-
spirational actions. In these times of eco-
nomic hardship and moral aimlessness,
we need to reflect and draw upon allpos-
sible sources of strength.

For many Americans, the spirit and
work of Dr.MartinLuther King, Jr., pro-
vides a beacon in life's otherwise dark
and uncertain pathway. For millions of
us, Dr. King's memory keeps alive a re-
solve to work for the humanitarian prin-
ciples that gave strength and direction
to his efforts.
It would admirably serve our need

for examples of greatness if we desig-
nated the birthday of Martin Luther
King, Jr., a national holiday. This would
but formalize a national pride and emo-
tion,that still stirs in those of us who
rejoiced in his work to secure freedom
and justice for all. Through H.R. 2265,
the Congress of the United States has an
appropriate vehicle to keep alive the val-
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£¿ ideals for which Dr. King lived

¦afoied-pK is well that the Congress accept a
If-v-jership role in this spiritual effort and

a collective concern. for the heroes
ca acknowledges and embraces.

is choice is a fine one and Iurge my
leagues to purposefully decide to adopt
I3 commemorative resolution.

:-. FORD of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
i e today to urge my distinguished col-
Irues on the Census and Population

..riunittee of the Committee on Post
s and CivilService to give swift and

rabie consideration to a bill which
r too long gone unattended. Irefer
billintroduced by the gentleman
Michigan (Mr. Conyers) and co-

lored by myself and 93 Members of
":ody, to designate the birthday of
-inLuther King, Jr., as a legal public
Lay.
his address at the Lincoln Memorial
g the historie march onWashington
js ago, Dr.Kingsaid:

S is not an end but a beginning. Those
ope the Negro needed to blow off steam
121 now be content will have a rude
Ingif the nation returns to business
i.

Speaker, Isay here today that
g's assasination was not an end

eginning. Itsounded a call to each
=ry citizen of this country

—
black

e
—

to carry on the struggle for
dignity to which he dedicated

entually sacrificed his life.
black man, Ihave personally ex--
d the bigotry and hatred of dis-

. tion. At an early age, Iendured
Its and injuries caused by un-

;¦ g and unfeeling people. But
ro the leadership of Dr. King,
his writings and the example of
Irefused to adopt an outlook

by vengence and loathing. As he
1 vonished,

not seek to satisfy our thirst for
t >y drinking from the crys of bit-

3 hatred. ... The marvelous new
¦which has engulfed the Negro com-
ast not lead us to distrust all white

y .They have come to realize that
_om is Inextricably bound to our
re cannot walk alone.

if D
i of Dr. King's guid-

_cted my time and energies to
tivities

—activities designed to
E the citizens of my community

; of the color of their skin,
j her. Itis inlarge measure be-
t; is philosophy and teachings

d in this Chamber today as a
Congress representing the will

he good people of the Eighth

al District of Tennessee.
s*s tireless efforts and numer-.

0 -;?hments are known to all of
1 lie chief architect and execu-

te plan to attain justice and
modern America through

us. brotherhood. Indeed, he was
tic al in securing the enactment
» i. ': civil rights legislation

—
the

\ct of 1964 and 1968 and the
its Act of 1965. Inrecognition• 1 .,+ion to the principles of uni-

dignlty and nonviolent ac-
awarded the Nobel Prize for..

! •><
¦ .. .. *.:'-. ¦..

ye:

r

I However, the job he set out to do is by
no means completed. Racial strife has
again broken out over school desegrega-

I tion, this time in the city of Boston. Un-
;. employment among minorities is in ex-
, cess of 30 percent ad rising. Crime and

violence still ravage innocent citizens in
our streets.

.
-

We must again embrace his vision of
equal justice for allmen. A day commem-
orating these ideals and Dr. King's great
life as well as providing all of us the op-
portunity to reexamine our commitment
to these goals is whatIam seeking today.
A national observance of his birthday will
serve as a reaffirmation of our intent to
continue "his unfinished work for peace
and unity. . . "

Mr. Speaker, Ishould like to close these
remarks by leaving with my colleagues
what was the very essence of Martin

(
Luther King, Jr.'s life and his legacy to-
every man and woman of this country :
Ihave a dream ... it is a dream deeply

rooted in the American dream. Ihave a
dream that one day this nation willrise up,
live out the true meaning of its creed: "We
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal."

Mr.STARK. Mr. Speaker, Ijoinmany
of my colleagues today to support the
resolution establishing the 'date of Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.'s birth as a national
holiday.

The ultimate measure of a man is not
where he stands in moments of comfort
and convenience, but where he stands
at times of challenge and constroversy.
Martin Luther King's life stood as a
challenge to a country too long in the
shadow of racial injustice, too dilatory
in abandoning its prejudices, too late in
fulfilling its constitutional legacy. The
nature of his cause embroiled him in
controversy.

On December 1, 1955, a tired Mrs.
Rosa Parks refused to give up her bus
seat to a white person in Montgomery,
Ala. A young black minister was soon
surprised to find himself elected to lead
the bus boycott protesting the racial in-
equity in the city.

The boycott's success catapulted Mar-
tin Luther King to the front of the civil
rights movement. He followed the boy-
cott with an action to desegregate the
lunch counters and restrooms~of Bir-
mingham and later went on to lead
marches and protests in Washington,
D.C., Selma, Chicago, and Memphis.

Throughout his short life, Martin
Luther King was forced continually to
test has capacity for self-restraint and
for restraining others. He was arrested
15 times or more, harassed, 'beaten,
stabbed, and finally killed by an as-
sassin's bullet. Both sides criticized
him

—
either as an "Uncle Tom" out of

touch with the' harsh realities of white
racism or as a lawbreaker and agitator.

What motivated this man to leave a
comfortable life? And in the face of the
constant threat of violence and death, to
press on from Birmingham to Selma to
Memphis? How did he channel years of
repressed aggression, bitterness, and
hate in his followers into constructive,
nonviolent action? How was Martin
Luther Kingmilitant and yet nonviolent, .
revolutionary, but moderate?

The memory of Martin Luther King
arouses these questions in my mind. I. think it proper and necessary that all
Americans be reminded on the date of
this great man's birth to stop and pon-
der such questions and their answers.

Martin Luther King taught America
great lessons. He did not fear her prob-
lems but, rather, preferred to face them
and make others face them. He was
kno

(
wn as the master of civil disobedi-

ence. But more than that, he knew the
distinction between unjust and just laws,
and he knew the highest respect for

. just laws, as well as t, moral responsibil-
ityto disobey the unjust.
Isupport this resolution because Ibe-

lieve MartinLuther Kingis a model for
all Americans. Like the great frontiers-
men in our history, te was a revolution-
ary because he jdared to tread on un-
known territory and because his dreams-
were rooted in the American horizon.

In closing, Iwant to use once again
Martin Luther King's own words when
he said:
Ihave a dream- that my four little chil-

dren will one day live in a xiation- where
they will not be judged by the color oí
their skin but by the content of their
character.

Martin Luther King's children are
grown todaj', but the American char-
acter still must work on perfecting this
dream into a reality. The observance
of Martin Luther King's birthday will
serve as a steady reminder.

Mr. SOLARZ. Mr. Speaker, Iam
pleased to join wtKh our colleagues this
afternoon in paying tribute to a man who
dedicated : his life to correcting gross
social, racial, and economic inequities
among his fellow man, both here and
overseas. Clergyman, teacher, husband,
father, social activist, and Nobel laureate,
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a cou-
rageous and effective spokesman, not
only for the Nation's black community
but also for all other Americans who are
disadvantaged, underprivileged^-and rel-
egated to a second-class status by the
country's establishment.

Martin Luther King Jr. had a dream,
a beautiful one in which he envisioned
that all citizens would enjoy the same
rights and privileges, that they would be
judged not on the basis of their color but
on the basis of their cwn inherent worth
and capabilities. Dr. King, however, was
no ordinary dreamer as he had a unique
way of translating many of his dreams
into livingrealities. . .

With unquestioned courage, dignity, a
single-rnindness of purpose and deep
faith, Dr. King struggled for his entire .
adult life to achieve justice and equality
for all Americans —

whether blacks in the .
South or urban ghettoes, the Spanish-
speaking in the Southwest or Northeast,
or poor whites in Appalachia. He ignored
his own safety and well-being. He was
vilified, he was beaten, he spent many
days in Southern jails and, finally, he
was gunned down in cold blood.

As the leader of a great moral crusade, ¦

Martin Luther King Jr. devoted himself
to removing all vestiges of racism, dis-
crimination, and inequality wherever
they may exist: He enlisted all elements
of American society in a great effort to .
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redirect the country's distorted national
priorities—most particularly our ill-
conceived involvement in a militarymis-
adventure in Southeast Asia and the-
gross imbalance in terms of failing to
meet urgent domestic needs.

Mr. Speaker, Ihave joined with our
colleague from Michigan, Mr. Contters,
in sponsoring legislation to designate
Dr. King's birthday as a national public
holiday. Action on such a proposal is long
overdue. Not only would it serve as a fit-
ting and well-deserved tribute to a great
person and humanist, but it would also
stand as a reminder of the continuing
efforts which must be made to carry for-
ward the important work initiated by
Dr. King to fullyachieve that dream of
which he so eloquently spoke on the steps
of the Lincoln Memorial over a decade
ago.

- -
Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, in

Aprilof 1968, an assassin's bullet stilled
the voice of one of our country's most
eloquent and diligent fighters for the
cause of human rights—Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

From the beginning when he led the
bus boycott in Birmingham to the end ,
when he tried to negotiate dignity for
the lowly sanitation workers in Mem-
phis—Dr. King dedicated himself to the
belief that injustice was not to be toler-
ated.

During the history of our great coun-
try, we have seen fitto declare a national
holiday for many good and noble reasons
but what better reason could there be
than to pay our lasting respect to the
memory of so noble a countryman?

At a time when the poor, the elderly,
and the other powerless citizens of our
country are fighting to be heard

—
what

better way to begin to answer than to
honor the memory of their greatest
spokesman?

For if we believe as he did that in-
justice is intolerable

—that it is our duty
"to feed the hungry," "clothe the naked,"
and "heal the sick" then Isubmit that
w"e have a duty to declare Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day a national holiday.

Mr. CLAY.Mr. Speaker, Ijoinmy dis-
tinguished colleague from Michigan in
paying tribute to the Reverend Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. and in urging that
prompt and favorable consideration by
the Congress of legislation which would
make Dr. King's birthday a national
holiday.

The murder of Dr. King in 1969 de-
prived mankind of one of its greatest
leaders. Dr.Kingwas aprophet who con-
tributed immeasurably to efforts to unite
all people, black, brown, yellow and
white

—
to make the American dream a

reality—to expose the cruel injustice

of racism and inequality wherever it
existed.

The greatness of Martin Luther King

was his selflessness. From'Montgomery to
St. Augustine, to Chicago to Memphis he
demonstrated his unyielding commit-
ment to improve the lotof all Americans.
Dr. King recognized that, so long as a
single individual was a victim of in-
equality and injustice, so were all people
deprived of their own dignity and self

•
worth. For example, people realize that
the financial gifts which accompanied

the Nobel Peace Prize were not kept for
either himself or his family, they were
distributed among civilrights groups.

Martin Luther King's life was taken
from him as he gave to others. He was
not being honored in these distinguished
chambers. He was not consulting with
the corporate leaders of this great Na-
tion. He was not receiving the adulation
of Americans. Instead, notwithstanding
some Americans who questioned the long
range effectiveness of his tactics, Dr.
Kingwas sharing the struggle of garbage
men who in turn were seeking a decent
wage.

' . . ._ . -
Mr. Speaker, in previous years, Ihave

been privileged to join my distinguished
colleagues in cosponsoring legislation
which would make Dr. King's birthday
a national holiday. Itwas our hope that,
by this time, favorable action would have
been taken.

Now, however, this proposed legisla-
tion is before the Committee on Post
Office and Civil Service which, in turn,
has established a subcommittee whose
concerns include national holiday. I
am, therefore, hopeful that Dr. King's
birthday will be memorialized for all
Arrrericans with the same prominence
as that accorded to others who have
made such enduring contributions to the
development of America.

Passage of this legislation willmake it
resoundingly clear to all people that the
future of all Americans, black, white,
brown and yellow, is inextricably inter-,
related; that we cannot and willnot be
separated by such artificial barriers of
race, class and personal belief; that such
restrictions serve only to weaken the fab-
ric of our Nation.
Icall upon all Americans to hear the

words and -the spirit of Dr. King. Let
us join together in reaffirming our com-
mitment to truth and equality of oppor-
tunity for all Americans. Let us do so
not because it is popular, easy or timely.

Let us do so because it is the right thing
todo.
'Ms. HOLTZMAN.Mr' Speaker, as one

who worked on civil rights cases in the
South in the early 1960's, the cause of
the late Dr. MartinLuther King, Jr. has
a special meaning to' me. His tireless,
well-organized, and inspiring campaigns
to obtain equal rights for black Ameri-
cans and to eliminate poverty and social
injustice should serve as a model to all
of us in our search for peace and
harmony among ourselves . and among
people of. all nations.

He brought concerned Americans to-
gether to work side by side for social re-

-
form, and was instrumental .in the pas r
sage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965
and the CivilRights Acts of 1964 and
1968. ,

Dr. King's life serves as a testimonial
to the significant goals that can be
achieved by peaceful and aggressive non-
violent action in reforming political and
social institutions.
Ijoin wholeheartedly with my col-

leagues in- supporting this resolution to
pay tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King,;
Jr., by making his birthday a national
holiday. Such a commemorative day,
would serve as a reminder of his dream
so that one day we truly can say not

that we shall overcome, but that we have
overcome.

' . ¦ • ~

Mr.DRINAN. Mr. Speaker, my distin-
guished colleague from Michigan (Mr.
Conyers) has graciously secured this
"time so that we might reflect upon the
works of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
who called for an America free of racial
prejudice and economic injustice. As a
cosponsor of Mr. Conyers' resolution to
make Dr. King's birthday, a national
holiday, Iam pleased to speak of his
enormous contribution to the further
democratization of our society.

Reflecting upon the matter, Iam con-
stantly overwhelmed by the integrity and .
moral rectitude with which Dr. King
led the civilrights movement. The great-
ness of his leadership lay in his unswerv-
ing commitment to nonviolent, civil dis-
obedience as the vehicle for achieving
legal and social change:

Dr. King firmly believed that social
injustice and racial discrimination would
only be eliminated by confronting the
political and economic strength of the
powerful with the moral and ethical
strength of the powerless. Inhis "Let-
ter from Birmingham Jail," he wrote:

We know through painful experience that
freedom is never voluntarily given by the
oppressor; itmust be demanded by the op-
pressed.

Inplacing the moral principle of equal-
ity above the legal premises of segre-
gation, Dr. King reasserted the timeless
doctrine which refuse sto subjugate the
individual to the state inmatters of con-
science. In the tradition of Antigone,
Thoreau, and Gandhi, lie chose to accept
temporal punishment to remove the
bonds of segregation, rather than remain
chained to it._

During his lifetime, Martin Luther
King was vilified as a "lawbreaker," a
"common criminal," and a "felon." These
accusations have always amazed me be-
cause they misperceive the nature of
civildisobedience. Dr.King stated itwell: -
Isubmit that an individual who breaks

a law that conscience tells him is unjustr-
and who willingly accepts the penalty of
imprisonment in order to aroxise the con-
science of the community over its injustice,
is in reality expressing the highest respect
for law.

In addition many of the laws which
made illegal the acts of Dr. King and
his compatriots were later declared un-
constitutional by the courts. That process
by which Americans challenge invalid
statutes is part of the great legal tradi-
tion of this Nation.

The Supreme Court reports are replete

with instances of individuals who delib-
erately disobeyed a statutory command
so that its constitutionality could be
chalenged in the enforcement proceed-
ings which followed. Examples may be
found in all areas of the law: antitrust,
tax, and labor relations, to name a few.

That process is rightly a cornerstone
of our constitutional foundation. Ifwe
were to ask our citizens to obey every
law, government would be free to do as
it pleases for its judgments would never,
be called into question. Such docile sub-
mission to authority is surely the path

to oppression. ... . .. . ... .¦ .
And so it is with great reverence that
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speak of Dr. Martin Luther King,

yi\ Hopefully his legacy to America will
be the constant recollection of the prin-
ciples of civil disobedience, without
which we would never" have begun the
long struggle to remove the ancient
scourges of poverty and racism.

Our sorrow at the passing of Dr. King
is assuaged only by the knowledge of
the extraordinary things which his wad-
ow, Mrs. Coretta Scott King, continues
to accomplish. The words of the Bible,
so beloved by Dr. King, are applicable:
One sows but another reaps.

Mr. METCALFE. Mr. Speaker, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., died fighting
for justice and liberty. He represented
the best this Nation, had to offer. He
fought for the high principles which he
believed in, but he refused to fight with
violence or hate. That is the legacy that
Dr. King left us and while the battle is
yet to be won, the dream is with us still.

Dr. King gave rise to a movement
which exhibited the basic principles of
freedom, justice and peace. When a man
gives his life for the dreams, hopes and
aspirations of a nation, his name should
be inscribed upon the history of that
nation. His birthday should be a symbol

o* rebirth for this Nation and its people
should dedicate themselves to the ideals
for which he lived and died.

Our children and grandchildren must
remember that a man can strive for jus-
tice and liberty and can achieve these
goals through peaceful means.

Dr. King was a symbol of these goals.
Designating his birthday a national holi-
day is the least we can do to honor arid
remember a man who did so much to im-
prove, the lives of so many Americans.

Mr. Speaker, Istrongly urge that the
Congress act now to officially designate
the birthday of Dr.Martin Luther King,
Jr., a national holiday.

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, Irise in
support of commemorating as a national
holiday the birthday of the late Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. He was born in
Atlanta on January 15, 1929. After com-
pleting an outstanding "academic career
in Morehouse College and in universities
in Pennsylvania and Massachusetts, he
returned to the South to pastor the Dex-
ter Avenue Baptist Church in Mont-
gomery, Ala. Itwas from here that he
first launched himself into national
prominence. His mobilization of the
Montgomery bus boycott, the formation
of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, the march on Birmingham
and Washington, helped lift Dr. King
into the forefront of the emerging civil
rights movement.

For his efforts,"Dr. King received nu-
merous honorary degrees, Time Maga-
zine's Man of the Year, and the Nobel
Peace Prize, but he w?as not satisfied with
personal rewards. He continued to press
his movement onward, as he brought his
nonviolent teachings northward. He
found himself physically attacked and
jailed in cities all across the Nation. Yet
he clung to his undying conviction in the
Ghandi an ethic of passive resistance and
civildisobedience.

He was finally called to Memphis in
April1968 to support a sanitation work-
er's strike. Itwas a call from which he

would never return. Struck by an as-
sasin's bullet, he di£d almost immedi-
ately. Itwas cruelly ironic that such a
man, dedicated to 'nonviolence would
meet such an end, but despite his death
his work and teachings pressed onward.

Not all men revered Dr. King. Some
called him a cowardly Uncle Tom, others
called him the Black Messiah, but what-
ever their opinion all men agreed that
Dr. King ignited in the black man a con-
sciousness that wall burn forever. His
strong belief in the unalienable rights
coupled with his dedication to nonvio-
lence awoke in the hearts and souls of
his fellow black man a feeling of purpose,
pride, and unextinguishable desire to
fight for the lights that are lawfully
theirs.

- • ¦

- "- '.
InAmerica we commemorate our na-

tional heroes by declaring their birthday

a national holiday. Such great Americans
as Lincoln and Washington are honored
in such a way. These two great men
served their country well but by com-
memorating them we recognize them as
more than just great statesmen; but as
symbols of ideals that we hold dear. Dr.
King was also a great statesman and yet
he too was a symbol, a symbol of the
emerging black consciousness and self-
awareness. Itherefore urge that his spirit
be preserved by marking his date of birth
as a national holiday.

Mr. EDGAR. Mr. Speaker, we are ap-
proaching the 200 th anniversary of the
birth of this Nation. In these days we
sometimes look at ourselves as if in a
mirror to see if we have lost the vigor
and commitments that have instilled in
our history the quality of greatness.
Many ask apprehensively if America has
not lost its momentum, if there willbe a
fullthird century of American history.

Martin Luther King. Jr.y_gazed into
that same mirror. He wras aware, much
more than most, of each blemish on our
collective face. But Martin Luther King
still saw the image of what America was
yet to be. In that mirror, he perceived a
dream, and he called on each of us to
fulfillit,an America molded to the spec-
ifications of its own Constitution and its
own ideals.

His vision was not limited to his hopes
for the black people of America, The
quality of universal compassion pressed
him to speak for all Americans and for
all people who suffered from injustice in
any form. During the brief years which
were ours to hear him, Dr. King became
to us a national conscience, calling on
America to become what was best in its
very soul. *.

Every people needs heroes who become
to it the enfbodiment of its own hopes
for itself. Therefore, Iam proud to join
my colleagues in support of the bill;H.R.
1811, to declare the birthday of Dr. Mar-
tinLuther King, Jr., a national holiday.
Dr. King surely stands to the American
people as a symbol of what a great Amer-
ican can do, even in a short lifetime.

Mr. CHARLES H. WILSON of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, Iam proud to join
my esteemed colleague, Congressman
Conyers, in sponsoring legislation to
honor the late Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. by declaring his birthday a national
holiday.

Almost 7 years have passed since Mar-
tin Luther King was felled by an as-
sassin's bullet. Since that time, how far
have we come in realizing Dr. King's
"dream" of an America where "people
willnot be judged by the color of their
skin but by the content of their char-
acter"?

Certainly, the continuing ma'gnificance
of our country depends on maintenance
of the individual's rights, liberties, and
opportunities. And, in the sixty's and
seventy's, our Nation has acted to miti-
gate the division and frustration of our
society by moving toward equal employ-
ment, housing, and educational opportu-
nities for all. ~-

However, our declining economy is
now hurting those minority groups who
have just begun to feel assimilated into
the mainstream of American life. Black
men and women, who are often the last
hired, are the first fired during an eco-
nomic emergency. The overall employ-
ment figures are grim enough, but for
blacks and other minorities they are
devastating. Consequently, the propor-
tion of middle-class black families' is
decreasing.

Another byproduct of these economi-
cally imperiled times is an increase in
violence as an expression of frustration
and anxiety. Since the blacks are most
hard hit by the economic crisis —

and
could possibly feel that traditional meth-
ods are no longer viable in easing their
plight—it is not improbable that wre will
see a rebirth of the turbulence that
marked the 19605.

So the time is certainly opportune for
our Nation to remember the voice of
reason and conciliation that was Mar-
tinLuther King's.Iremember the words
Ispoke on the floor of the House in
Aprilof 1968:

__
.-

We must resolve that Martin Luther King
did not die a prophet without honor in his
own country.

Now, if we vote to commemorate Mar-
tinLuther King's birthday as a national
holiday, every January people will be
reminded of the ideals embodied by this
great man wTho, while he lived, was the
single and most important bridge be-
tween the Negro and the white com-
munity^

His philosophy echoed that of "his
namesake, Martin Luther, who said,
"Nothing good ever comes of violence."
In this troubled time, it is ever more
important to remember that we must-
solve our problems without senseless di-
visiveness and keep the vision of Martin
Luther King ever before us.

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, Iwant to
commend the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. Conyers) for taking this special
order to introduce legislation which -I
and others have cosponsored, which
would commemorate the lifeof Dr.Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. ¦ -

Forty-six years ago a rare human be-
ing,came into a world torn by violence,
racism, and injustice. Eight years ago
that same young man left our world, a
victim of the very forces he sought to
exorcise. The world he left will never
see his like again. No life in modern his-
tory has had more meaning for black
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