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MEMORANDUM

CBC MembersTO:

FROM: Charles B. Rangel

Caucus Position on Extension and Expansion
of the Voting Rights Act

RE:

At the April 22nd Caucus meeting, a Caucus position
on extension of the Voting Rights Act was discussed.
Those present agreed, with one reservation, to support
extension of the Act and expansion to cover Spanish-
speaking areas. This memorandum presents the current
status of the Voting Rights Act extension bill and
requests formal agreement of all Caucus members on
that bill.

STATUS: The Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional
Rights of House Judiciary marked-up the Voting Rights
Act and reported out a clean bill,H.R. 6219 on
April 23rd. That bill calls for a ten (10)year
extension of the Act, a permanent ban on literacy
tests, and includes an expansion of the Act to cover
Spanish-speaking persons in many areas (all of Texas

and Alaska, scattered counties in California, Arizona,

New Mexico and Colorado). This is accomplished by
extending the act to members of a "language minority",
in a new section 4(f). This is defined to include
American Indians, Asian-Americans, Alaskan Natives
and those of Spanish heritage. Further, "test or
device" is defined to include English-only election
materials where over 5 percent of the voting age
population is of a single "language minority".
Full Judiciary Committee consideration will be on
Tuesday, April 29th.

The Senate Constitutional Rights Subcommittee of
the Judiciary Committee has held several days of
hearings.

ISSUE: The only major issue for the Congressional
Black Caucus has been the inclusion of Spanish-
Speaking and other minorities under the act

f s pro-
tections. While the Caucus legislative agenda
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supports the concept of extending the act f s
coverage to Spanish-speaking and other minorities
who face severe problems of disenf ranchisement" ,
we have not yet taken a position on a specific bill
and method of such inclusion.

At Tuesday's Caucus meeting, eight of nine members
expressed support for the House subcommittee's bill
(members present: Rangel, Jordan, Mitchell, Young,
Hawkins, Diggs, Metcalfe, Collins and Burke

-
staff

present for members: Conyers, Chisholm and Fauntroy).
Parren Mitchell expressed some reservation, question-
ing whether manpower would be available in the Justice
Department to handle new areas covered by the bill.
Barbara Jordan has been deeply involved in drafting
the bill and strongly supports H.R. 6219. She
pointed out that coverage of Texas under the act would
protect Blacks as well as Chicanos, that the most
invidious type of discrimination exists in Texas , and
that Texas still has multi-member state legislative
districts .
Given the strong support at the Caucus meeting of
what is now H.R. 6219, the Caucus staff is prepared
to move ahead and develop congressional district
support among black elected officials and key organ-
izations pending final approval by Caucus members
today.

Ihope you will be able to initial the attached
approval sheet today.
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SUPPORT OF H.R. 6219

(Extension of the Voting Rights Act with Coverage for Spanisi.-SpeaK^ng)
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