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CHISHOLM TO LEAVE CONGRESS

Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm, seven-term Democrat from Brooklyn,
today issued the following statement about her plans for the future.

"T have decided not to seek reelection to the United States
House of Representatives.

From the time I first became active in politics twenty-three
years ago, I vowed that the remainder of my productive and creative
life would not be consumed by politics. I promised myself that I
would pursue other careers, that I would eventually return to a
more private existence, and that my energy and spirit would not
stay chained to the political millstone beyond the time that I still
had the strength and wisdom to break those chains.

Today, in good health at age fifty-seven, my energy remains
high and my spirit needs new outlets. It would be unfair to myself,
and it would be wrong to the people I represent, if I were to
remain at a job that for me has become tedious and frustrating.

It has become increasingly difficult to carry the tragic messages
back from Washington to the jobless, homeless and hopeless Brooklyn-
ites. How can I, as a member of a political and racial minority in
today's Congress, hope to put an end to poverty, unemployment and
discrimination in Brooklyn and throughout this nation in the face of
an administration that is cancelling the past fifty years of human
progress in America. A stimulative compassionate role for the federal
government is being replaced by a philosophy of individualistic
selfishness which scorns or ignores the disadvantaged. The tree of
hope, planted by Franklin Roosevelt and nourished over the years with
investments in our people and in our future, is now withering from icy
winds of callousness, militarism and despair.

My public service and leadership role for over twenty years in
New York's 12th Congressional District and on the national level has
been rewarding and difficult. I have been willing to stand on the
cutting edge of public opinion at times. I have fought for blacks and
whites, and in the process have met both white and black racists.
Indeed it has been a thorny path, but at this point in my life, I can
say that I am proud of my achievements. My efforts on behalf of black
colleges, compensatory education, minimum wage for domestics, numerous
amendments to bills affecting the Indians, the Haitians, and the poor

have all been a part of my philosophy of equitability and opportunity "~
for all people.

(over)



I am proud of my role as a leader and a symbol. I am proud of
all my friends and supporters in the nation who have never stopped
being my friends and supporters. And I am proud of my country, honored
to have had the opportunity to serve, and still confident that the
bright sun of full equality and justice will someday shine on everyone
living under our flag.

It has been said that "One of the greatest delusions in the world
is the hope that the evils of this world can be cured by legislation.”
I agree, and I know that in most cases legislation merely reflects the
state of mind of the citizenry. By writing, by teaching, by lecturing
and by travelling around this land, I hope to help create a new
national state of mind that demands change for the better.

This is not my funeral, nor is it my retirement. It is a transi-
tory phase in my life. Out of the political stranglehold, and on my
own terms, I will continue to fight the 'good fight'. Freed from the
wheel-spinning confines of the Congressional cloisters, I will make

even louder appeals to the good sense and conscience of the American
people."
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