September 27, 2006

We all temember the firefichters who
lost thenr lnves m the Twin Towers
And we temembel the havoc 11 New (i
leans duting Katiina

In Iieht of that M1 Speaker 1n light
of the Pepublican leadetrship = unwill
1mmeness to moie legislation on intet
operability I ash unanimous consent
to bring up HP 13251 offeted by Mis
LOWEY of New Yol k

The SPEAKEP pio temporte TUndel
the =ettled guidelines previously cited
that 1equest cannot be entertained

e ——— e —
IPAN

(Mt KUCINICH ashked and was glven
permission to addiess the House for 1
minute Aand to rtevise and extend his 1e
maths )

Mi: EKUCINICH M: =peaker Hans
Blix formet chief UN weapons mspec
tor cautioned the TS hefole 1t at
tacked Itag that Itag was not an unmai
nent thireat He was right Ttag did not
have weapons of mass destiuction Now
Amerlca 1= mote vulnerable than ever
because of this administration s patho
logical deceptions

Yesterday Im Blix =aid Itan 1= not
Aan 1mminent threat and we should
open up ditect talks with Itan not at
tack Itan He 1= r1eht Acam

Last weekh Intelligence (ommittee
staff repoits deliberate distotrtion of
the deglee of Titan = utanium entich
ment was exposed by the International
Atomic Enerey Agency Neveltheless
accordine to ctredible reports the ad
ministration has had coiert operations
m Itan selected 1500 bombine targets
and 1= preparing a naizal blochkade of
the Strait of Hormuz which will =et
the =tage not only for a wat against
Itan but also for $ a gallon ga=oline

Meanwhile the wtate Depairtment
and the Department of Defense will not
elen appeatr 1n ¢lassified briefines to
discuss the plans for a war against
Itan

Wake up Ametica Thete 15 anothel
WAl beine planned

e ——— e —
BIOFUEL ACT

(Mt ETHEPIDGE asked and was
glven permission to addiess the House
for 1 minute and to tevice and extend
his temairk=)

Mi: ETHEPIDGE Mi =peaker I tise
to call on this House to pass legislation
to endd Ametica s dependencs on for
elen o1l

Eatlier this weekh 1 attended the
openine of Piedmont Biofuels 1n Pitts
boto Noith Carolina This plant 1= al
teady producing thousands of gallons
of B-100 biodiese]l made from <ov beans
g1owh 1n my home State This plant 1=
A model for the futute of out enerex
1mndependence

The technology exists today that can
tuin out ciops mto biofuels What we
don t have 1= the mwnfrastructure to fa
c1litate the use of these fuels

My colleacues and I have mntroduced
HP /72 the BIOFTUEL Act to r1amp
up this nfrastructurte 1mmediatels
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The lecislation will facilitate the 1n
creased production of vehicles that 1un
on biofuels and provide tax credits and
mcentines to gas station ownets who
update theiur equipment to bhe able to
sell these fuels

The legislation also Incleases 1e
seatch and development into biofuels
miestineg 1 cutting edee technologs
that will utilize enetey flom soutces
such as agiricultural waste and byprod
ucts

Now 1= the time to end Ametica = de
pendency on foreien o1l The answer to
oul enetg’y needs 15 growing In out
flelds

THE DO LEss THAN DO NOTHING
(ONGPE-~ NO PECE-- UNTIL
ACTION TAKEN ON 011 PEC
OMMENDATIONS

(Mt MOPAN of Vireinia asked and
was glien permission to addiess the
House for 1 minute and to tevise and
extend his temaths

Mr MOPAN of Vitemia Mr Speak
el one duty we shate as Membels of
this bodsy 15 a =solemn tesponsibility to
make certain that we do everything
possible to ensute the =safety of the
Anetican ¢1t1zens that we ate elected
to represent Unfortunatels when 1t
comes to homeland security and leain
me ftom the tragedy of September 11
this Pepublican (onegtess has failed
miserabls

The mdependent and bipattisan 911
(ommis=ion put forth a treport with
tecommendations for keepine our Na
tion secute Despite then suggestions
the Bush administiration and the Pe
publican Congtress have failed to pass
ot 1mplement all of the r1ecommenda
tions for homeland =ecurity In fact
the commis=1onh tecentlsy gatve the ad
ministration and this Pepublican (on
gtess five Fs and 12 D= on homeland =e
curits

M1 Speaker Democirats have heen
fishting to pass the 911 (ommission s
tecommendations and to ensure the
safety of our ports and anports How
evel Pepublicans ate prepatrine to ad
1outn for the campalgn season without
tahine up the<e security measutes

~0 I ask unanimous consent to take
up and pass and implement all of the 9
11 ¢ ommiss1on = tec ommendations M1
Speahel

The SPEAKEP pto tempote TUndet
the =ettled euldelines previously cited
that 1equest cannot be entettained

———————

PAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE WE
~HOULD INC(PEA-E THE MIN
IMUM W AGE TODAY

(M= EDDIE BEPNICE TOHN-ON
Ashed and was g1ven permission to ad
dtess the House for 1 minute )

M< EDDIE BEPNICE TOHN-ON of
Texas M1  Speaker  when aie the
House Pepublicans gomne to allow a
minimum wage bill to come up on the
floor where we actually vote on the
minimum wage It needs to hecome
law

H7503

As health cate e@locelles enerey
housing costs shirtochet for averace
consumets House Pepublicans would
tathetr help thenr (EQ fiiends than ay
erage Amellcans who ate just trvine to
mahe ends meet

Taoday  full time worlkels who eain
the minimum wAage ate only hiingine
home $10 700 a veatr The aiverage col
porate CEQ mahkes that much mones
duaring his first 4 houts of work for the
yealr This 1= simply not fair Yet for
months House Pepublicans have 1e
fused to allow a clean minimum wage
1ote on this House floot Do House Pe
publicans teally expect that a family
can Iive on less than $11 000 A veat

The Democtrats want to take the Na
tfion 1 A new ditection one whete the
needs of All Americans ate addiessed
We want a clean vote on the minimum
wAge

And Mi: Speaker 1n hieht of the Pe
publican leadet=ship = unwillingness to
move legislation on the minimum
wAage [ ash unanumous consent to
brineg up HP 2429 the leeislation to
mctease the minimum wage

The SPEAKEP pto tempore Undetr
the =ettled eunlelines previously cited
that request cannot be entertained

———————

HINV AIDS

(M~ WATEPS ashed and was glien
permission to addiess the House for 1
minute

M= WATEP- M Speahel tecent
estimAates mdicate that thete ate 40 000
new AIDS 1nfections each vear 1 the
United -tates

Aftican Amelican men and Wwomen
wele dQisproportionatels oletleple
sented amone new AIDS diagnoses 1n
2004 Afiican  Ametrlcan women A<
counted for 67 percent of new AIDS 1
Agnoses among women and Aftican
Ametrlcan men accounted for nearls
half 44 percent of new AIDS diagnoses
amone men Today Aftican American
women tepresent a stageering 71 pel
cent of all the AIDS diagnoses amoneg
W olnen

Thoueh Aftican Ameticans comptised
17 percent of the teenace population
Aage 1 to 19 veatrs of age by the end of
2004 thev represented 70 percent of all
the HIV AIDS cases amone teenagetrs
age 1 to 19 jeals of age Tust moie
than one 1n ten 1 petcent and 15 pel
cent wete tepresented by Latino and
whites tespectively 1n the same age
groups

The ( ongiessional Black (aucus has
decided that we are golng to 1ncrease
oul efforts Smce the heeinnine of the
HIV AIDS epidemic the (ongilessional
Black Caucus has and will continhue to
Assume A leadership tole m addressing
the 15sue thioueh AIDS education and
other actions We aite 1ncreasineg our ef
fort= to 1ns1st on personal tesponsi
bility  mandatery  testing outteach
and education advocatmme for 1n
creased fundineg mote legislation

I have introduced HP 60 8 Thi= 1= a
bill that would requirte routine testine
of those enterine prison with coun
seling and treatment and teferrals and
follow ups for those who ate leavine
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