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The bill serously restncts the nghts of in
Jured patients to be compensated for their inju
nes while rewarding insurance companies for
bad Investment decisions and doctoers for
practicing bad medicine In the 13th Distnct of
Michigan and in many districts across the
country physicians have either retired pre
maturely or relocated their practices The sup
porters of this bill claim their proposal would
reduce Insurance costs for doctors This bill
does not lower premiums for doctors contains
no Insurance reforms and would not address
the nsing cost of health care

Mr Speaker | urge all of my colleagues to
support the Demccratic substitute which
would directly address rising premiums by re
forming malpractice insurance and stopping
frivolous lawsuits The Democratic substitute
does not restnct the rights of injured patients
who file mentonous clams It requires certifi
cation with cwvil penaltes that a pleading Is
not fnvolous factually inaccurate or designed
to harass It includes a 3 year statute of mita
tien establishes an altemative dispute resolu
tion process limits suits for punitive damages
and applies 50 percent of awards from any
punitive damages to a patient safety fund at
HHS Finally 1t requires insurance companies
to develop a plan to give 50 percent of their
savings to reductions In medical malpractice
rates for doctors

It 1s unfortunate the Democratic Substtute
was not adopted HR 5 In its present fom
does not address nsing premiums and denies
Justice to injured patients and their families

Vote aganstHR &

—————_—
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Ms CORRINE BROWN of Flonda Mr
Speaker we need a fix for our healthcare sys
tem but HR 5 1s not it Limiting patients
legal redress and compensation 1s not it The
punishment should fit the crime and If a doctor
or drug company does ham knowingly or neg
Igently to a patient they should be com
pensated to make them whole That 1s the
standard and tt should be decided on a case
by case basis according to the facts of each
case It makes me very uncomfortable to
place a cap and effectively a dollar amount on
what an impact an injury has on an individ
ual s life

The main group that benefits are big drug
companies who will be able to evade their re
sponsibilities injured parties

The bill will senously restnct the nghts of In
Jured patients to be compensated for their inju
nes while rewarding insurance companies for
bad Investment decisions and doctoers for
practicing bad medicine It will do almost noth
Ing to make Insurance more affordable or
avallable for doctors That 1s the bottom line
In a State lke Flonda where topic of
healthcare 1s on the tip of every tongue 1t I1s
important that we take the nght steps to solve
our mounting healthcare costs

| am sensitive to the physicians and medical
students who plead with me to make 1t afford
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able to practice | know that physicians are
now being forced to make specialty choices
based on how much malpractice insurance
costs but lets be honest to our colleagues If
not these poor students the Republican lead
ership has trotted this bill out for purely polit
Ical purposes—no heanngs were held on the
measure nor did erther committee with juns
diction mark up the bill This bill was only In
troduced last week

f HR 5 becomes law this bill would have
serous consequences for sick and injured pa
tients The measure s $250 000 cap on non
economic damages will hurt those at the bot
tom of the iIncome scale the most While cor
porate chief executive officers would receive
economic damage awards that could easily
reach into the milions of dollars minimum
wage workers and stay at home moms would
recelve a pittance The cap on punitive dam
ages Is similady unjust It imposes an impos
sibly high standard of proof completely ewvis
cerates the deterrent that effect punitive dam
ages have on egregious misconduct of de
fendants and would not affect how large drug
companies test and market their products

When investment income decreased be
cause of stock market declines nsurance
companies hiked premiums reduced coverage
and then blamed the legal system fora habil
ity insurance cnsis  This bill also centorts the
Amerncan legal system first by taking the
1ssue of tort liigaton out of the hands of the
states where 1t has traditionally resided and
by severely Imiting junes abilihes to ade
quately compensate wictims of malpractice
We place our trust In junes every day to judge
the facts and to decide what constitutes jus
tice If we can trust junes to make Ife and
death decisions on death penalty cases we
can surely trust them to decide the appropnate
level of compensation for those Inured by
medical malpractice

Our current tort system 1s the great equal
1zer In the civil justice system—it allows ord
nary ciizens to take on bilion dollar compa
nies and millionaire docters defended by
$500-an hour lawyers so they can get the
compensation they deserve The contingency
fee system also deters fnvolous lawsuits—no
lawyer would agree to take on a case he be
lleved would result in no award for his client
and no payment for himself

Tort reformers often ndicule million dollar
Jury awards saying that the plaintiffs must feel
like they have won the lottery Tell that to the
parents of the 17 year old transplant patient
who died after being given organs with the
wrong blood type or the Wisconsin woman
who had a double mastectomy only to dis
cover after the operaton that the lab had
made a mistake and she did not have breast
cancer after all It 15 doubtful that any family
that loses a loved one or suffers years of pain
and suffering because of a medical error feels
like celebrating after fighting their way through
the court system and finally receving com
pensation

The Institute of Medicine estimated in 1999
that as many as 98 000 people are killed by
medical errors every year—that 1s as many
people as live In the president s old hometown
of Midland Texas Instead of penalizing inno
cent victims of medical malpractice Congress
should be focusing on reducing the number of
mistakes made According to data from the
National practtoner Database 5 percent of all
doctors are respeonsible for 54 percent of mal
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practice clams paid The medical profession
needs to crack down on these repeat offend
ers It 1s disgraceful that the House leadership
1s using this bill as filler round out its health
care theme for next weeks floor schedule
Medical malpractice insurance rates and med
ical errors are important 1ssues that reserve
the full attention of Congress These I1ssues
need to be studied by Congress in a bipar
tisan manner to address both problems and
should not be used as political fundraising
tools
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Mr BRADY of Texas Mr Speaker | rise
today to honor the tenth anniversary of the
opening of Meontgomery College part of the
Neorth Harns Mentgomery County Community
College District NHMCCD

The begnnings of Montgomery College
started long before August 14 1995 when
Governor George W Bush presided over the
grand opening of the 315000 square foot
campus nestled in 100 acres of pine forest be
tween The Woodlands and Conroe TX

Residents of Montgomery County who
dreamed of having an institution of higher edu
cation In their midst had sought unsuccessfully
In the 1870s and 1980s to establish a branch
campus of an existing nstitution But 1t was
not untl 1991 that voters approved a plan to
join the nearest community college distnict
North Harmms County and to buld Montgomery
College

Dr Bill Law the founding president of Mont
gomery College led the college from its first
days with a mere 1000 students meeting at
local high schools By the time the new cam
pus opened in 1995 Dr Law could say The
sun 1s always shining at Montgomery College
It shines because we have the tremendous
opportunity to help people improve therr lives

As Montgomery County experienced rapid
population growth and business expansion
dunng the 1990s 1t found itself one of the
fastest growing community colleges in Texas
as well as the entire U S As the college grew
so did the number of programs and services
that 1t offered In spite of the rapid growth the
college maintained i1ts focus on the hinng of
excellent faculty members ensuring that stu
dents classroom expenence would prepare
them for the next level—whether It be a new
career or transfer to a 4 year university

Dunng the college s third year a partnership
between NHMCCD and six area universities
The University Center debuted offenng bach
elors and masters degrees to area residents
who desired to pursue higher education closer
to home The University Center located on
the Montgomery College campus only served
to strengthen the college s role in providing an
avenue toward a higher degree for its stu
dents

The college enhanced I1ts continuing edu
cation program durnng this tme by kicking off
an annual summer camp for youth and estab
lishing the Academy for Lfelong Leaming
which provides educational programs for the
burgeoning senior population 1n the area
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By M1 WATDEN ot (he on

HT 618 4 hill to authorize early 1epay
ment ot ohli ation<s to the Butean ot Fed
limation within Fo ue Fiver Valley Trr1 2
tion Disfiuet o1 within Medfmd Iiin afion
Distrnet to the Commmttes on Fesomoes

By Mi KIF Kk (for himwelt B DUNCAN
Mi F ANMSTAD and DMr ( ARRETT of
New Tersey)

HTET 619 4 Ml to petrmt eah State to
moside 1 ataitue ot an 1ndividual 1ep
1esentin that state to he displived 1n the
Capitol Visitor Center and tor other pm
poses to the Comnuttee on House Adminis
ttat1on

By Mir FEHBEFR(

HT 620 4 hill to provide tor the tenova
tion ot tunw v« it Malnwfiom An Force
Bive and ( 1eat Falls International Anpomt
Montini and tor other paiposes to the
Comamttes on Aimed -ervioes and 1n owdd
tion to the Committes on Tiansportation
and Int it tire tor 1 petiod to he <ah-<e
guently detettmhed hy the “peiker 1n each
196 for consider ation of sach provisions as
tall within the juiisdic f1on of the commmttes
c one erned

By M1 CULBEF -ON

HEF 621 A hill to conter «taindin on
“tate le 1alators and ( overnors to hiin st
1n Fedet al distiuet comrt to presetie the te
s1dinal core <overel nty ot States under the
Constitution 14 e pressed 1n the Tenth
Amendment ind to entorce the (w1 antee
Clinue of the Constitution to the Conmmttee
on the Tudic1as

By M (ULBEFEF-ON ¢t himselt M
ARIN BMi BARTLETT of Mavlind Mo
BONILLA M BROWN of -outh Cao
Iin: Bt BURt E~~ Ak BURTON ot In
diana DMz CARTER DMis CUPIN RMMiw
To ANN DAVIW of Y11 1m1a M DEAL

ot € et 112 M DOOLITTLE Mi DUN
(AN M ( OHMERT M1 ( OODE QI
( UTRNECHT b1 HaLL b1

HywWORTH M: HER(ER Mi I-~TOOk
M1 ~AM TOHN-ON of Te a4 Bk TONES-
of North Caoliny My LEWIS of hen
taeky B BLCAUL ot Te a4 Bk
McHENR Dt BARCHANT Mi DMMIca
At DBMILLER ot Flotida B+ B RILk
At NORWOOD Mt OTTER Mt PENCE

M P1TT- M POE A PRICE of
Ceolr 12 Mo FOCERS of Aldbama Ma

FOHRAPACHER M FO (E M1

SCHWARZ of Bichy an DMi SIMPSON

Mi SMITH of Te a9 A SULLIVAN

A TANCREDC Mr W ANMP B WEST

MORELAND M WIL-ON ot “outh
Catohna B YOUNe ot Alaska and
Ar ( ARRETT of New Terwey)

HF 622 A hll to aathorize the ( ovetno
of 1 State to ot amze ahd « all 1into “etviee 2
milit11 ot 1hle hodied ind el 1hle 1f1Zens to
help prevent individuals tf1om anlaw fulls
(109410 an 1nteinational bordelr and enfe:r
1in  the United States anywhele other than i
port ot entty to appropilate tund« to <uapport
thi< <etvice and tor othet parpo<es to the
Commutter on Homeland Secmrity and 1n ad
difion to the Commutfee on Arnwd Servicoes
tinr 1 period to he wsuhsequently determmned
hy the wpeaiker 1n each a4e tor consider
at1on of s h prosiions 19 £all within the ju
114di1c fron ot the « ommttes con et ned

By M1 ANDEEW -

HF b2 4 hll to amend tfitle 18 United
States Code to mnciease to b years the period
durin whrh fornwt BMembers of Con 1ess
may not en 1 e 1n certaan lobbvin activg
tie< to the Commttees on the Tadiciats

By M1 ANDEEW -
HEF 624 A hill to restore the st andads
need for defermmnin whether  fechnioal

workels are not employ eew 19 1n etfect betore
the Tx Fetorm &t ot 1986 to the Com
mittee on W 13« and BMe ans
By M1 BAFTLETT ot Baslind tm
himwelt and M1 F 0%%)
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HT 625 A hll to provide that memhet < ot
the Artmed Foroes and selected T e<etive mas
t1 ansfer ce1tain edae ational aws1st anee hene
fitw to dependents and to1 othelr paposes to
the Committee on Veterans Attins and 1n
wddition to the Commmttes on Aamed -ers
1wed tor 1 pertilod to he <ah<equently detet
mined hy the Spealket 1h each Ca4e tor con
<1det at1ion ot <ach provi<ion< i< tall within
the qurisdi t1on ot the committee « ondelned

By Mt BI-HOP ot Utih

HT 626 A hill to authorize the Sectetarsy
ot the Inteti1or to <tudy the tesihility ot en
li1 1n the Arthm 1V Watkins Dam Wehet
Bivin Progect Utah to provide additional
water tor the Webher Basin Project to tuliill
the purposes tor which that project was ana
thorized to the Commuittee on Fesonrcoes

By M1+ CHFI-TENSEN (tor hetselt
b1 THOMPSON ot D‘hswissipm B
DItk M« ZOE LOFt(REN ot Cail1
torthia and A LANC BEVIND

HEF 627 4 hill to ppomote technolo 14l
adv ancements that will dr amatic ally 1tedace
the timett atne tor the development of hew
medic al counterime st e< to treat o1 prevent
di<e a4e ansed by intections dise 19e 1 ents
at to 1n< that throu h natuat 1l processes o
mntentional infrodac fion masy pose 1«91 mh
cant 11k to publie health now or 1n the ta
tute to the Commmttes on Enet v and Com
mete e and 1 addition to the Comnuttess on
Atmed Setviced and Homeland Secmiity tor
1 pertiod to he wubh<equently detetrrmned hy
the Speilker 10 each a4 tor con<adet ation
of @i h provi<ions a4 111l within the juri=di
t1on ot the c ommittee  one et ned

By Mx DAVI- of Illinois (tor himselt
LM PLATT- aind Mi OSPORNE)

HFE 628 A Ml to & pand guality pro

tame ot eatly childhood home 19t ation
and tor othet putpose< to the Committes on
Edw 1t1on ind the Worktorce ind 1n addi
tion to the Commuttes on Armed Sersioes
tor 1 perlod to he subseguaentlsy deterrnmned
hy the Speiker 1n each a4e o1 conwder
at1on of s h proviions 14 tall within the a
114d1 t1on ot the commmttes conethed

By A DX ( BTT ctor hirn=elt  Bs
TELAZQUEZ DM LEWI~ of ( eol 12
M BE(ERR4Y DM EMANUEL DM
Bay M BrROWN ot Ohio M
CARDOZA M1 CASE DM CHANDLER
M1 FILNER M1 ( ENE ( REEN ot
Te ¢ M ( RIJALAA DM« HERSETH
M Ml OVERN M= MILLENDER
LMcDONALD D+ NAPOLITANO DM
SHERMAN ARt BIOORE of Ranwais M
HoLT Ar THONP-ON ot Cailitornia
and M DAVIS of TIhinoi<)

HF 629 A hill to amend the Inteinal Fes
ehe Code ot 1986 to allow the <ahd hapter -
election to he made on 1 tetirn tiled hetore
the due date with & tension< to tedce the
pavioll deposit penalties tor talares to make
deposits 1n the prescilthed mannel  and fto
illow 1 maitied coaple who opet ates 1 anin
corpot ated hbusiness 14 oo owRner s to tile sepa

1tate welt employment ta1 teturns to the
Committes on W v+ and Means
By dMr « INC FEY ¢tor himwelt D
NORWOOD Mt PRICE of { eor 11 M
BOU-TAN and Mi« CAPP-)

HEF 60 4 hll to prosvide 1 w1te for con
st fion of 1 national health nmsenm and
tor othet putpo<es to the Comnuttes on
Tt ah<portation ahd Intt astio tiare

By M HEFLEY

HF 61 4 hill to hinut the States ase of
eminent doman  to the Comnuttee on
Tt ansportation and Inftastractare and in
addition to the Commmttes on Finahoial
Servioes tor 1 petiod to he <nh<equentls de
tetmined hy the -peaker 1n each ase tor
con<adet at1on ot <ich provi<ions 1< tall with
1 the jmisdu tion ot the commmttee con
cerned
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By Mt LATOUFETTH
HE b2 A hlltoamend the Inteinal Fes
enue Code of 1986 to allow 1 deduc fron for e
penses 1elited to the paichave and 1nstalla
tion ot guilitiin  electfion prenmise @ecq
11ty <y <tems to the Committee on W 1< and
Ble an=
By Mt LATOUFETTH
HE ©b 4 hill to amend title NV IOT of the
Soc1al secmity Aot to prosvide tor cosera e
undetr the DBledic aae Pro 1am of 1immuno
supptews1ve dria < tor Medio aie benetlolaries
%who tecelie ah ot an t1ansplant without te
11d to when the ttansplant w a2 tecelved to
the Committee on W av< and BMeans and 1n
addition to the Commiattes on Hnetr v and
Commetie tor 1 petiod to he <uh<eqguentls
deternnned hy the -=peaikel 1 each o ave ton
considet 1t1on of @ h prosvisions a4 fall with
1n the jurisdic tion of the (ommattees con
ce1ned
By M-
(tin het <elt
SI4EIDTL M=
HOND 4
HFEF b4 A Ml to establish not less than
1 but not mome thain National Tr anspon
tafion Secmity Fesealch Cenfers it 1nstita
tions ot h1 her edw ation to the Comnuttee
on Homel and Secarits
By Mir« TAUSCHEF
6 5 4 hill to “u<pend tempot at1ly the
duty on certan waadines 1 o1l 1n a1t ht
containers neither «kinned nor honed to the
Committee on W avs and Means
By Mi« TAUSCHEF
6 b A hill to <u<pend tempot at1ly the
on prepated or presetived oy<ters not
the Commmttese on Way< and

ZOE LORCEFEN ot Calitornia
LIt THOMP-ON ot M-
NORTON ind DM

HE

HFE
duty
smoked  to
Ble ans

By Mi THOBMP-ON of Calitornia (ton
himwelt and BMiw EMER-ON)

HE b6 7 Ahll to amend title W3 IOT ot the
Soc1al secmrity Aot to prevent 1 dectease 1h
Soc1al secarity henetitd tesnltin ttom
Bledic ate part D preminms 1hite e to the
Committes on Enet v and Commetce and 1n
iddifion to the Conumttee on Wavs and
Bleans tor 4 perliod to be subseguentls detel
muned by the -peiker 1n each cave tor con
widet ation of wieh prosvisions as tall within
the mmisdiu t1on ot the commiattee « oho et ned

By M: © ALSH

HFE 68 A hill to amend title 6 Unifed
statew Code to 1ant 1 Fede1lal chater to
the I11sh Amer1can Caltu 1l Instituate to the
Committes on the Tudielars

By Bv W AS-EFMAN “SCHULTZ ¢t
heyaelt e F 0~ LEHTINEN M
FRANK of Masdac husetts B BACHUS
M T ELWLER M CROVWLE M
I-RAEL NI« BEAN Aliw LOUE M
FILNER M BMILLER ot Florida D=
“CHAROW SR M PITZPATRILR of
Penneslvania B CLEAVER DM
BERKLE Mi BERMAN DM ¥ ANMAN
M HASTING S ot Florida Mr Davis
of  Alabama  Mis DMALONE M
PRICE of ( eor 11 and B« HER-ETH)»

HFE 69 4 hll to edtihlish mmnmimum
atandards telatin fo 1 tactor tor lite 1nem
ince elr 1halits and 1 ates and to1 other pm
poses to the Commuttee on Finanoial seis
10 e

By M« W ATEFE -

HFE 640 A4 hill to anmend the Puhlu
Health Setsioe Aot to edtdhlish 2@ pto 1 am to
provide “wrteenin < and treatment for ancet
to nmunorits o1r undet<etsved popalations and
tor other paiposes to the Commuttes on En
er 3 and Commerce

By Bv W ATEES (tor heivelt and Bs
F O~ LEETINEN)

HFE 641 A4 hill to anmend the Puhlu
Health Se1vice Act to anthorize  tant< to
provide freatment tor didhetes 1 nuhorits
communities to the Comammttee on Ener s
ind Commelc e
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