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MEDICALLY UNDERSERN ED
ACCESS TO CARE ACT

HON DONNA MC CHRISTENSEN

OF THE \IRCIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday Vay 20 1999

Mrs CHRISTENSEN Mr Speaker yester
day | along with 38 of my colleagues on the
Congressional Black Caucus introduced HR
1860 the Medically Underserved Access to
Care Act which seeks to address the needs of
minorities in the managed care system As a
physician | have seen the problems that mi
norities—both patients and healthcare pro-
viders—can face within the managed care
system This bill seeks to ameliorate some of
these difficulties by proposing some concrete
solutions to overcome these problems

A key provision of HR 1860 would require
managed care organizations to contract with
providers In medically underserved commu
nities who are ethnically representative of the
population of those communities This will help
to ensure that these prowviders have the cul
tural sensitivity needed to interact with therr
patients in an understanding manner that will
directly cater to ther specific medical needs
and concerns as minorities

To make this lofty goal a reality HR 1860
establishes a program of outreach grants to
underserved communities that will help pa
tients locate culturally sensitive prowviders with
In their managed care plan The bill also cre
ates a similar outreach grant program for doc
tors that will be operated through a national
private non profit organization in conjunction
with the Department of Health and Human
Services The specific goal of this program will
be to assist minonty physicians and other
health care providers to convert their practices
and internal administrative procedures to best
access the managed care system for both pn
vate Insurance plans and Medicaid insurance
plans

Ultimately this bill seeks to redress the
many grievances that minonty physicians and
patients have expressed regarding the man
aged care system Addressing the problems
that minorties face within the managed care
system will take us one step closer to realizing
the goal of Members of Congress on both
sides of the aisle to ensure that all Americans
have access to quality care delivered in an ap
propriate manner

| want to express my thanks to the National
Medical Association and its President Dr
Gary Denis for their invaluable help In devel
oping the language of this bill and assisting In
getting 1t ready for introduction | also want to
thank my colleagues on the CBC for their sup
port In Jjoining me as cosponsors of this impor
tant bill

——————————

1858 THE CONSUMER AND IN
INFORMA

HR
VESTOR  ACCESS TO
TION ACT OF 1999

HON TOM BLILEY

OF VIRCINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursdan Vav 20 1999

Mr BLILEY Mr Speaker we hear the
phrase guite often that we live in the Informa
tion Age This Is true because of advances In

technology In recent years Digital tech
nology—and more specifically the Internet—
has brought a world of libranes and maga
zines and newspapers and on line stock trad
Ing to consumers living rooms

And while technology played a critical role in
paving the way for the Information Age its
clear that access to the information itself 1s
Just as important Consumers use the Internet
to price shop to compare mortgage rates to
buy stocks and for a vanety of other commer
cial activities The underlying ingredient to all
of these actwvities 15 information Without 1t
electronic commerce would still be a twinkle 1n
Bill Gates eye

It 1s therefore critical that Congress take
great care when it enacts laws that relate to
consumers access to information Along with
my colleagues on the Committee on Com
merce Messrs  Dingell Tauzin  Markey
Oxley and Towns | am introducing legislation
that ensures that consumers and investors will
continue to have full access to information
when they surf the Web

HR 1858 the Consumer and Investor Ac
cess to Information Act of 1999 provides new
protection to publishers of electronic data
bases while ensuring that public access to In
formation will not be limited by publishers as
serting a proprietary night over facts and infor
mation which historically have been part of
the public domain The bill s anti theft protec
tions will also protect institutions like the stock
exchanges from hackers and pirates seeking
to undermine the integrity of the data they dis
seminate to the public

Mr Speaker we live In the Information Age
We must keep information—like stock
quotes—readily available to consumers on the
information superhighway Millions of Amern
cans depend on Iinformation they obtain over
the Internet to help them make important In
vestment decisions This bill will ensure that
consumers and Investors continue to have ac
cess to this information

Mr Speaker Americans should not have to
pay tolls for public information obtained on the
information superhighway Facts and informa
tion should remain toll free on the information
superhighway Facts and information like stock
gquotes have been and under HR 1858 will
continue to remain readly avallable to the
public

Mr Speaker In addition to my statement |
am submitting for the RECORD a background
piece on as well as a section by section anal
ysis of HR 1858 | urge my colleagues to
join me along with the rest of the bipartisan
leadership of the Committee on Commerce In
supporting this legislation

HR 1858 THE CONSUMER AND INVESTOR

ACCEsS TO INFORMATION ACT OF 1999
THE IMPORTANCE OF INFORMATION TO
ELECTRONIC COMMERCE

E«onomists h e long 1ecognized thit one
ot the great obst «les to the efficlent oper
ition of makets 1s impertect informtion A
consumer might p1y too much tor 1n item
bec wse he o1 she w15 un v ue of the lover
pilce being thuged tin the item 1t inother
store ind the tr ins « tion cost of visiting 11l
the stores to detetmine whith ¢huged the
le 15t exceeded the s nings of buying it the
le 15t expensive stote This problem his be
tome maote signitlc int s mukets hnve be
tome mote ¢omplexn. The need tor informa
tion on whith to bise economie dedisions 1s
gie iter novy thn ever betore

One of the gie it virtues of electionlt «om
mert e 1s thit it h s the potenti il to provide
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its p aticip ants with much mote intorm ition
it much lovier cost than 1s o dlible in moie
t1 dition d torms of commerte This iddi
tionl intormition will dlow tor the much
mote ettllent oper ttion of mukets for «
it libor ind goods I 1smll businessm in
15 seeking 1lo1n the Internet will dlow him
to leun the teims oftered by banks 1 over
the country I 1 computer progiummer 1s
looking tor 1 job the Internet will 1llow him
to leun tbout opportunities in dist int «it
ies And it 1 homeowner needs to buy 1 new
retriger 1tor  the Internet will provide him
with the prices in stoies thioughout the te
glon This infoim ition will obviously benetit
both the purthser ind the seller of goods
ind servilies Wie hne seen some ot these
bhenetits In the 1t Hve veus and they will

anly ueler ite in the ve us to came
One of the most explosive e of growth
thit ronsumers hne benetitted tiom

through the Inteinet is in the we1 of secutd
ties Imesting According to 1 1ecent study
the numbeir ot households with people t1ad
ing un the Internet his ne uly tripled to 63
million in the 115t 16 months And the s une
study 1eported thit 20 million households
use the Internet tor investment nevs quotes
ind ide1s This wiess to informtion thout
the stork muket his empoviered investors
ind given them gie iter contiol vver thelr t
ninces Studles hnve reported thit imestors
teel inciesingly secure 1bout thelr invest
ment decisions 15 they use the Internet to
monitor thelr poittolios tollow news 1bout
their holdings ind obt un other intorm ition
ihout their ins estments

Indeed the Inteinet will make it so much
esler tir people to uweess Intoomation that
they will be « ontronted with 1 new problem—
too much intormtion Accordingly  people
will need tools tor 1o iting ind mg inizing
the informition into usetul forms Other
wise the inform ttion will be overwhelming
Suth tools 1dre 1dy exdst in the torm ot d 1t
bises seuch engines nd webcr svlers ind
these tonls ue becoming mote sophistic ited
to keep up the intorm ttion th it 1s flooding
the Internet

The bl intormtion polics of this «oun
t1y—a1 policy thit has exdsted since the wiit
ing of the Constitution—his served mamy
communities in¢luding the Internet ind
electronle commetce extremely well Ou
long st inding policy sovs that fwts « nnot
be owned Insteid they ue in the publi
domin  Accordingly 1 dat ibwse publisher
¢ 1n visit the site of every baink in 1 st ite
extitut dit1 ronerning euwh binks lomn
progt ims and constiuct 1 luger ditibase
with lown infoim ation tor 11l the banks An
othet ditibise publishet ¢ in then extr «t
saome ot that Intoimation wmd «ombine 1t
with other intorm ition—tor exaumple loan
progr ims trom out of stite binks o1 cus
tomer service 1 itings of the bnks)—to c1e
ite 1 nevw more usetul dit1bse vwhich pio
maotes t ommet e

This information polley fwilitates eled
tronk ¢ommerte 1t 1 even more tundi
ment il level The tulture of silente imolies
combining new dit1 with existing d it b 1ses
to tiete more povertul teseuch tools Al
lonving sedlentists to reuse tuts 1ather thin
tequiting them to 1einvent the wheel en
sutes that tese uch moves tonw ud Reseuch
ind development is the toundition of 4l
commert] 1l w«tivity

THE NEED FOR LIMITED LECISLATION

Although the exdsting intoim ation polley
genet 1lly tund tions well in the « ontext of the
Intetnet wnd electionit «ommetce there 1s
one potential problem Digit 4l technology
whith mikes the Intetnet ind eletionk
commert e possible  1lso Incie wses the likell
hood of untdi «ompetition in the dit b e
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