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Barbara Lee Supports Katrina Housing
Recovery Bill
Mar 30, 2007

(Washington, DC) – Congresswoman Barbara Lee (D-Oakland) submitted the following
statement in support of the Gulf Coast Hurricane Housing Recovery Act, a bill designed to help
meet the housing needs of families displaced by hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma:

“Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong support of the Gulf Coast Hurricane Housing Recovery Act (H.R.
1227.) This bill is critical in providing affordable housing to low-income families affected by
Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma.

“It is the responsibility of all national governments to prepare, plan and defend its citizens against
all known and potential natural and man-made disasters. Such was the case that confronted the
Bush administration in August 2005. But because of the Bush administration’s lack of
preparation, misplaced priorities and ineptitude, the combination of Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and
Wilma severely devastated the Gulf Coast to such a degree that many lives and property were
lost and the effects of disrupted lives and businesses are still being felt nearly two years later.
Frankly, the response of the administration has been unacceptably slow in the aftermath of the
hurricanes and the needs of displaced residents of the Gulf Coast have been left unmet.

“The Gulf Coast Hurricane Housing Recovery Act offers significant relief to the displaced families
of the Gulf Coast. Specifically, the bill directs FEMA to be flexible in the application of its funds for
the Louisiana Road Home program that provides financial incentives for people to come back
and live in the state.

“The bill further directs HUD and the New Orleans Public Housing Authority to engage its human
and material resources to preserve the supply of affordable rental housing.

“The bill incorporates an important fair housing enforcement component that makes funds
available as may be necessary to qualified private fair housing enforcement organizations to
carry out the mandate of section 561 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1987.
That provision authorizes the Secretary of HUD to make grants to these organizations to
formulate or carry-out programs to prevent or eliminate discriminatory housing practices, enforce
the rights granted under the Civil Rights Act of 1968 or State and local laws that provide rights
and remedies for alleged discriminatory housing practices. Education and outreach programs
designed to inform the public concerning rights and obligations under the laws referred to by the
Civil Rights Act are also allowable expenditures. We are all too familiar, sadly, with the historical
exploitation of low-income populations many of whom are members of minority groups in this
country. That is why this provision is so important.

“This bill also recognizes the many individuals, groups and communities that offered a helping
hand by assisting evacuees in the immediate aftermath of the hurricanes. It is gratifying to know
that through this bill we would be fulfilling the nations promise to crucial partners that stepped-up
in times of need. This bill replenishes the CDBG funds of localities that were used to provide
rental housing assistance to evacuees. It authorizes reimbursements to landlords who
participated in the FEMA Section 403 program to provide emergency shelter in response to
Hurricane Katrina, Rita or Wilma in-spite of FEMA’s subsequent reneging on its promise to
provide reimbursements under this program.

“This is an important piece of legislation that will help put the Gulf Coast back on a path to full
recovery. I urge my colleagues to support this bill.”

###

MEDIA CENTER

In The News

Press Releases

Social Media

Press Kit

Op-Eds and Blogs

News Feeds

Photo Gallery

Video Gallery

LEEMAIL SIGN UP

Email *

Enter Your Email Address

PHOTO GALLERY

Top of Page

HOMEHOME ABOUTABOUT CONTACT MECONTACT ME SERVING YOUSERVING YOU MEDIA CENTERMEDIA CENTER LEGISLATIVE WORKLEGISLATIVE WORK OUR DISTRICTOUR DISTRICT RESOURCESRESOURCES

Barbara Lee Supports Katrina Housing Recovery Bill | Congresswoman Barbara Lee 4/16/2014

https://lee.house.gov/press-release/barbara-lee-supports-katrina-housing-recovery-bill 1 / 2

https://lee.house.gov/
https://lee.house.gov/
https://lee.house.gov/
https://lee.house.gov/about-me
https://lee.house.gov/contact-me
https://lee.house.gov/serving-you
https://lee.house.gov/media-center
https://lee.house.gov/legislative-work
https://lee.house.gov/our-district
https://lee.house.gov/resources
https://lee.house.gov/
https://lee.house.gov/media-center
https://lee.house.gov/press-releases
https://lee.house.gov/posts/in-the-news
https://lee.house.gov/press-releases
https://lee.house.gov/media-center/social-media
https://lee.house.gov/media-center/press-kit
https://lee.house.gov/posts/op-eds-and-blogs
https://lee.house.gov/rss-feeds-list
https://lee.house.gov/photo-gallery/photo-gallery
https://lee.house.gov/video/video-gallery
https://lee.house.gov/photo-gallery/photo-gallery


Washington, DC Office
2267 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-2661
Fax: (202) 225-9817
Hours: M-F 9AM-5PM EST

Contact Congresswoman
Lee
Welcome to the on-line office for
Congresswoman Barbara Lee. Please visit
the Contact Me page to contact Barbara
electronically or click on the office location
nearest you for details. Please note that mail
is only accepted at the Oakland District Office
at the Federal Building and the Washington,
D.C. office.

HOME ABOUT
Full Biography

Committees and
Caucuses

Events

Awards

Welcome

CONTACT ME
Email Me

LeeMail Sign Up

Request a Meeting

Website Problem

Oakland Office

Washington, DC
Office

SERVING YOU
Flags

Help with a Federal
Agency

Internships

Military Academy
Nominations

Presidential
Greetings

Tours and Tickets

FY15 Bill
Report/Language
Request

FY15 Programmatic
Request

Congressional Art
Competition

MEDIA CENTER
In The News

Press Releases

Social Media

Press Kit

Op-Eds and Blogs

News Feeds

Photo Gallery

Video Gallery

LEGISLATIVE
WORK
Issues

Legislative Process

Sponsored
Legislation

The Appropriations
Process

Voting Record

OUR DISTRICT
Local Agencies

Map of the District

RESOURCES
Business

Military Personnel

Parents

Senior Citizens

Students

Veterans

Washington DC
Visitors

Additional
Resources

Accessibility  Tools  News Feeds  Privacy

Washington, DC
Office

Alameda Office

Oakland Office Fruitvale Office

San Leandro Office

Barbara Lee Supports Katrina Housing Recovery Bill | Congresswoman Barbara Lee 4/16/2014

https://lee.house.gov/press-release/barbara-lee-supports-katrina-housing-recovery-bill 2 / 2

https://lee.house.gov/contact-me
https://lee.house.gov/office/washington-dc
https://lee.house.gov/office/washington-dc
https://lee.house.gov/
https://lee.house.gov/about-me
https://lee.house.gov/about-me/full-biography
https://lee.house.gov/about-me/committees-and-caucuses
https://lee.house.gov/events
https://lee.house.gov/about-me/awards
https://lee.house.gov/about-me/welcome
https://lee.house.gov/contact-me
https://lee.house.gov/contact-me/email-me
https://lee.house.gov/contact-me/leemail-sign-up
https://lee.house.gov/contact-me/request-meeting
https://lee.house.gov/contact-me/website-problem
https://lee.house.gov/office/oakland-office
https://lee.house.gov/office/washington-dc
https://lee.house.gov/serving-you
https://lee.house.gov/serving-you/flags
https://lee.house.gov/serving-you/help-federal-agency
https://lee.house.gov/serving-you/internships
https://lee.house.gov/serving-you/military-academy-nominations
https://lee.house.gov/serving-you/presidential-greetings
https://lee.house.gov/serving-you/tours-and-tickets
https://lee.house.gov/fy15-bill-reportlanguage-request
https://lee.house.gov/fy15-programmatic-request
https://lee.house.gov/serving-you/congressional-art-competition
https://lee.house.gov/media-center
https://lee.house.gov/posts/in-the-news
https://lee.house.gov/press-releases
https://lee.house.gov/media-center/social-media
https://lee.house.gov/media-center/press-kit
https://lee.house.gov/posts/op-eds-and-blogs
https://lee.house.gov/rss-feeds-list
https://lee.house.gov/photo-gallery/photo-gallery
https://lee.house.gov/video/video-gallery
https://lee.house.gov/legislative-work
https://lee.house.gov/issues
https://lee.house.gov/legislative-work/legislative-process
https://lee.house.gov/legislative-work/sponsored-legislation
https://lee.house.gov/legislative-work/appropriations-process
https://lee.house.gov/legislative-work/voting-record
https://lee.house.gov/our-district
https://lee.house.gov/our-district/local-agencies
https://lee.house.gov/our-district/map-district
https://lee.house.gov/resources
https://lee.house.gov/resources/business
https://lee.house.gov/resources/military-personnel
https://lee.house.gov/resources/parents
https://lee.house.gov/resources/senior-citizens
https://lee.house.gov/resources/students
https://lee.house.gov/resources/veterans
https://lee.house.gov/resources/washington-dc-visitors
https://lee.house.gov/resources/additional-resources
https://lee.house.gov/accessibility
https://lee.house.gov/tools
https://lee.house.gov/rss-feeds-list
https://lee.house.gov/privacy

	MEDIA CENTER
	Barbara Lee Supports Katrina Housing Recovery Bill
	LEEMAIL SIGN UP
	PHOTO GALLERY
	Contact Congresswoman Lee
	HOME
	ABOUT
	CONTACT ME
	SERVING YOU
	MEDIA CENTER
	LEGISLATIVE WORK
	OUR DISTRICT
	RESOURCES



