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Congresswoman Donna F. Edwards® Amendment Included in STEM @
Education Coordination Act Passed by the House
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Washingtan, D.C. — Congressworman Daonna F. Edwards' (D-MD) amendment
was included in the final version ofthe STEM Education Coordination Act of
2008, H.R. 1708, which passed the House today. The amendment requires a
committee, created in the hill, to establish, update, and maintain an inventory
of the padicipation hy underrepresented minorities in federally spansored
STEM programs and activities. This amendment will provide Cangress with
=alid and up-to-date information on minarity padicipation.

"l am proud that my amendmentwas included in the final bill that will help
examine the steps we need to take in order to increase minority student
paticipation in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM),"
said Rep. Edwards. "Fewer and fewver minority students are pursuing STEM
degrees, and with this up-to-date infarmation, we can hetter assess the steps
necessary to increase minority participation in these programs. Ywe must be
intentional in our efforts to ensure that all our young people are competitive
with the rest of the warld in the 21 st century ecanarmy.”

According to & report fram the Mational Action Council for Minorities in
Engineering (MACME), the number of minarity students pursuing science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) degrees and careers has
leveled out ar even declined in recentyears. The report noted that the
percentage of bachelor's degrees in engineering awarded to African American
students declined significantly from 1995 to 2005, fram 3.3 percentto 2.5
percent. In addition, while three key underrepresented minority (LRM)
groups--Aftican Americans, Latinos, and Mative Americans--canstitute some
30 percent of the averall undergraduate student population in the United
States, they receive only about 12 percent of the degrees awarded in
engineering.
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Contact Rep. Edwards

Prince George's County Office
A001 Silver Hill Road

Suite 106

Suitland, Mardand 20746
301-516-T601 main
301-516-7AOS fax

Montgomery County Office
a730 Georgia Avenue

Suite 209

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
301-562-7960 main
301-562-7964 fax

Washington, D.C. Office

318 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DiC 20515
202-225-86399 main
202-225-8714 fax
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