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The

May 22, 1974

Honorable Augustus F. Hawkins
2350 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Gus:
This is to express my appreciation
for your holding the hearing on student

pushouts yesterday. I was extremely
pleased with the way they went.

I have enclosed some press clippings

for your information,

Sincerely,

Shirley\¥hisholm
Member of Congress
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73 school year, he said,

show that in the major cxty
school systems minority
students are disporportion-
ately suspended for discipli-
nary infractions.

IN NEW YORK, for
example, 85.9 percent of
student suspensions were
incurred by minority ‘stu-
dents who make up 64.4 per-
cent of the city’s enroil-
ment. In Houston with a 56.4

percent minority student-

population, minority stu-
dents made up 71 percent of
the suspensions, while in
Memphis, enrolling S8 per-
cent minority students, 70
percent of the suspended
students were from minor-
ity groups.

" In Prince Georges County
with a 28 percent black stu-
dent population, HEW fig-
ures showed that black stu-

dents made up 43 percent of

the suspensions, said Sam-
uel B. Ethridge of the Na-
tional Education Associa-

tion, who also testified be-

fore the subcommittee.
Holmes told the Subcom-

mittee on Equal Opportuni-

ties, headed by Rep. Augus-

tus Hawkins, D-Calif., that

his office plans in-depth
pilot investigations of from
10 to 20 school systems
beginriing next fall to deter-
mine to what extent dis-

criminatory treatment
leads to minority students
leaving school. : )

Twenty years after the
1954 U.S. Supreme Court
decision barring separate,
but equal schools, civil

rights orgamzatxons are.
concentrating increasingly .
on what they call ‘‘second

generation problems’’
discriminatory treatment of

. test treatment,

respond
angrily to biased teachers
or refuse to conform to
rules they consider an inva-
sion of their culture. - -
The closing of black

schools and the assignment-

of black students to major-

ity white schools; Hall said,’

has shifted to blacks the
“burden of adjustment to a
new white authority struc-
ture in the hands of policy-
makers who have resisted
desagregatlon through the
years.’

Both Hall and M. Hayes

Mizell, a civil rights worker
and school board member
in Columbia, S.C., told the
committee that school dis-
tricts receiving funds under
a proposed juvenile delin-

quency bill it is considering
should be required to adopt

student bills of rights.

A RECENT study
South Carolina, Mizell said

in, .

showed students could be . »

suspended in local school
systems for failing to dress
according to the ‘“‘mores of |
smoking,

i3]

the community,
being married or pregnant,
or for ‘‘ungentlemanly or
unlady-like behavior in any
form that would embarrass

school image from a public -

viewpoint.”” As the ultimate

blanket restriction on stu-

dents, he cited the students

handbook in Barnwell Coun-
* ty, S.C., that states:

“Itis a privilege to attend

"school. Students who will,

not act, speak, dress.and
react in a manner accept-
able to the school adminis-
tration will not be permitted
to continue in school:”

- John Mamews '
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