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A Message from the CBCF Chair

As Chairman of the Board of the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation, Inc. (CBCF), Iam pleased to welcome you to the
2001 Annual Legislative Conference. We appreciate your support
and participation.

Twenty-five years ago, the CBCF undertook the mission of elevat-
ing and assisting African American leaders of that day, while
helping to prepare a new generation of leaders for the challenges
and opportunities to come. Twenty-five years later, the CBCF
continues to fulfillits mission. The theme of the 2001 Annual
Legislative Conference, "30 Years

-
Times Change, the Mission

Does Not,"referring to the work of the Congressional Black
Caucus, reflects the journey of the CBCF, as well.

Today, many of the issues affecting African American leaders and the African American
community remain withus and are more complicated and complex than they were
twenty-five or even thirty years ago. Others, we have made great strides toward resolv-
ing.During the Annual Legislative Conference, particular attention willbe given to
addressing the salient issues facing our communities today, through the Thursday Issue
Forums and Friday Legislative Brain Trust discussions. These discussions willprovide
important information and vital solutions to the participants as they develop strategies
that willbe used to address these public policy issues. The CBCF willalso provide sum-
maries of these discussions in a first time, single publication. This should provide an
excellent research source for individuals who were not able to attend the conference
and an excellent source reflection for those who did.

Additionally, the CBCF continues to remain a vital organization to our community
as a critical research organ, as an information source through its informative Website
(www.cbcfonline.org), and through its educational programs. The CBCF Spouses
Scholarship Program, Congressional Fellows Program, Congressional Internship
Program, and D.C. High School Internship Program are also electoral reform, family
and community building, and cultural preservation programs that willmake our work
even more useful in supporting our constituents and leaders.

Itrust that this Annual Legislative Conference willassist you in your endeavors and
help you to develop a network with the political, government, business, and educational
leaders who willbe participating in the conference. Our goal is to make our 2001
Annual Legislative Conference one of the best conferences of its type ever.

Thank you for coming and for sharing your time and ideas withus.

Sincerely,

WilliamJ. Jefferson
Chairman
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation
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Message from the ALC Chair

Please allow me this opportunity to invite you to partici-
pate in the 2001 Annual Legislative Conference. As
Congressional Black Caucus Chair of this year's confer-
ence, Iencourage you to explore the conference as a mar-
keting opportunity.

For three decades, the CBC has hosted one of the most

successful annual gatherings of African-American civic,
business, religious and political leaders. The ALC pro-
vides an excellent opportunity for persons from a variety
of perspectives to build strong networks, become knowl-
edgeable of contemporary issues and advance causes in
which they believe. The 2001 conference promises to

attract not only past participants but a new and exciting group of participants. By
promoting your company, decision makers from across the globe willbe able to

learn of your products and opportunities for employment.

Your support of the ALC willsupport educational programs at the Congressional
Black Caucus Foundation. Historically, these students have made valuable contri-
butions to their college environments and the communities they represent. Many
businesses have benefitted from engaging young leaders who also prove tobe smart

and loyal consumers. The ALCaffords your company great opportunities to mar-
ket goods, services and ideas but also to exercise corporate social responsibility.

Ilook forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

Bennie G. Thompson, M.C.
Chair, Congressional Black Caucus Foundation
2001 Annual Legislative Conference
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Message from the CBC Chair

Dear Friends:

The Congressional Black Caucus is pleased to once
again support the Annual Legislative Conference
of the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation.
Since its inception, this annual event has been a
cornerstone in the national debate regarding issues
affecting people of color all over the world. The
quality of the activities and programs which com-
prise the conference have helped raise the level of
public policy discussion in this country and have
educated people of all races. The socio-political
face of America has changed dramatically in the

year since the last conference and the country benefits enormously from having
the opportunity to learn provided by the ALC.

As a board member of the foundation, Iknow first hand what an impact partici-
pation in the conference holds for companies and individuals. Using the confer-
ence to market a product or service yields an extraordinary benefit that has a direct
impact on a company's bottom line. Using the conference to network and expand
business contacts is an opportunity to grow a business base that happens only once
a year. Just as importantly, corporate and individual participation in the confer-
ence makes itpossible for the CBCF to fund scholarships, internships and fellow-
ships that have a lasting impact on the collective education and experience of the
nation's future leaders.

Working together, we can make the 2001 Congressional Black Caucus Foundation
Annual Legislative Conference the best in its history. See you inSeptember.

Sincerely,

(/

Eddie Bernice Johnson
Chair
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Message from the CBC Spouses Chair

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC)
Foundation, Inc 30th Annual Legislative Conference. As
a program of the CBC Foundation, the CBC Spouses have
worked with the Members of Congress and the CBC
Foundation Board ofDirectors to ensure that we all accom-
plish our goals to develop and implement education and
research programs to adequately prepare our next generation
of leaders. We applaud each of you for the role you have
played to ensure our success.

This has been a very exciting year for the Congressional
Black Caucus (CBC) Spouses program. For the first time
since the implementation of the CBC Spouses Education

\a r? t"j W7 Scholarship Fund in1988, wehave awarded more thanMrs. Eulada Watt tcmnm
F , . \u0084

'
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ipjUU,(JUU in scholarships to deserving students around the

country. Thanks to you, our corporate partners and special friends, the Spouses have successfully
supported the efforts ofyoung people to pursue their career goals.

Inaddition to major gifts from PepsiCo, Nissan Motors, Kmart Corporation and others which have
helped boost resources available to students through our education scholarship program, the
Spouses are entering the fourth year of a very successful partnership withGeneral Mills to under-
write the CBC Spouses Cheerios Brand Health Initiative Scholarship Program. Many young
people residing inand/or attending school inCBC Members districts have benefitted from this
grant which provides financial support to students pursuing a career in a health related field. We
hope, with this effort, to increase the number ofyoung people who willassume leadership positions
in the field of medicine, research, engineering, technology, nutritionand other important health
professions. Again, we say thank you!

Many of you have also attended our events this year. Ifyou were our guest at the Golf and Tennis
Tournament, the Unsung Heroes Award Dinner, the Pre -Tournament Gala orplan to attend the
Celebration of Leadership, the Benefit Concert or one of our exciting fashions shows, we hope you
enjoyed yourself as much as we enjoyed your participation. And, allproceeds from these events

benefit the scholarship program.

Again, we say thank you! Thank you to our corporate partners, the CBC Members, the Spouses,
our families, the volunteers, the Board ofDirectors, the Corporate Advisory Committee, the
Tournament Committee, our special friends, and all the young people who participate in our
programs and, especially to YOU!

Enjoy the conference!

Eulada P. Watt, Chair
Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) Spouses

Mrs. Eulada Watt
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TheHistory of the

Congressional
Black Caucus

Excerpted from former Congressman William L. Clay's best-selling book,
Just Permanent Interests: Black Americans in Congress 1870-1991

The watershed of increased black representation grew out of the civilrights movement and the
efforts ofblack activists... White America found its status ofprivilege and advantage crumbling
under the weight of massive and disruptive protests on one hand, and legislated away by enact-

ment of new laws that abolished preferential treatment on the other. Frederick Douglass had
forewarned the nation of this possibility in1886 when he said at the twenty-fourth anniversary
of the Emancipation Proclamation, "Where justice is denied, where poverty is enforced, where
ignorance prevails and where one class is made to feel that society is an organized conspiracy to
oppress, rob and degrade them, neither persons nor property willbe safe..."

History was made in mainstream politics on January 2, 1969, when the House Speaker asked
Shirley Chisholm ofNew York, Louis Stokes ofOhio and BillClay of Missouri to swear the oath
of office and join already sitting black Congressman: William Dawson of Chicago, Adam
Clayton Powell, Jr. of New York, Charles Diggs of Detroit, Robert Nix of Philadelphia,
Augustus Hawkins of Los Angeles and John Conyers, Jr. of Detroit...We met periodically as a
loose-knit group called the Democratic Select Committee, formed under the leadership of
Charles Diggs. Our numbers increased with the swearing-in of George Collins of Illinois,
Ronald Dellums of California, Ralph Metcalfe of Illinois,Parren Mitchell of Maryland, Charles
Rangel of New York who replaced Adam Clayton Powell as Metcalfe replaced Dawson, and
Walter E. Fauntroy, in the newly created position of non-voting delegate for the District of
Columbia... With the increased number of black House members, Diggs called a meeting to
consider authorizing formal election of officers, naming an executive committee, and establish-
ing subcommittees, also under consideration was an appropriate name for the group. Some
wanted an all-inclusive nomenclature so Chicano, Puerto Rican, and Jewish members could
join... The February 2, 1971, minutes reflect that it was unanimously agreed that the Caucus
be composed of only black members and that the word 'black' remain in the name. Mr.Rangel
reiterated his suggestion for the name Congressional Black Caucus, and itwas agreed.

The road of the black race's struggle for justice and equality is littered withdisheartened groups
and individuals coining slogans and proclaiming mandates for the birth of new movements.
This time, it was different. Blacks in legislative bodies, including those in the United States
Congress, were rising "phoenix-like." The thirteen black members of Congress were uniquely
situated and sharply primed to lead an all-out assault on the institution ofracism.



2001 Annual
Legislative Conference AwardRecipients

The Diggs Award for Foreign Affairs
MelP. Foote

Melvin P. Foote is the President and CEO of the Constituency for Africa (CFA), a U.S. - based net-

work of organizations, groups and individuals committed to the progress and empowerment ofAfrica
and the African people worldwide.

InWashington, CFA has established itself as one of the premier advocacy groups for Africa and is
responsible for disseminating information, referring constituents for action, conducting public rela-
tions, forming strategic policies that have the broad support of constituents, and focusing its activities
on being responsive to the needs ofits members.

CFA is currently structuring a national campaign to address the pandemic of HIV/AIDS inAfrica.
CFA's programs include a highly successful series of Town HallMeetings, which have been held in
more than thirty cities nationwide over the past three years. CFA has also pioneered a highly respect-

ed series of forums on Africa known as The Ronald H.Brown African Affairs Series, which coincides
with the Congressional Black Caucus Week inthe fallof each year.

Mr.Foote has proven access tokey decision-makers in the U.S. Government, nongovernmental
community, and private sector as well as in the media that is effectively being leveraged to establish a
framework for meaningful, ongoing dialogue between Africa and the United States. Aformer Peace
Corps Volunteer inEthiopia and Eritrea, Mr.Foote has lived, worked and traveled inmore than 25
African countries over the past two decades.

The Ralph Metcalfe Award for Health
David Satcher, M.D., Ph.D.

Dr.David Satcher is the 16th Surgeon General of the United States; his 4-year term runs through
February 2001. Sworn inonFebruary 13, 1998, he is only the second person inhistory tohave
held the positions of Surgeon General and Assistant Secretary for Health simultaneously.

From 1993 to 1998, Dr. Satcher served as Director of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and Administrator of the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry. Before
that, he was President of Meharry Medical College inNashville, Tennessee from 1982 to 1993.
Dr. Satcher graduated from Morehouse College inAtlanta in 1963 and is a member of Phi Beta
Kappa. He received his M.D.and Ph.D. from Case Western Reserve University in 1970 withelec-
tion to Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society.

As Surgeon General and Assistant Secretary for Health, Dr. Satcher led the Department's effort to

eliminate racial and ethnic disparities inhealth, an initiative that was incorporated as one of the
two major goals ofHealthy People 2010, the nation's health agenda for the next 10 years. Born in
Anniston, Alabama, onMarch 2, 1941, Dr. Satcher and his wife,Nola, a poet, reside in Bethesda,

Maryland. They have four grown children allof whom he is very proud.

30
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2001 Annual
Legislative Conference
AWARD RECIPIENTS

The George Collins Rural Agricultural

Advocacy Award
Ralph Paige

Ralph Paige has worked for the Federation ofSouthern Cooperatives/Land Assistance Fund
(Federation/LAF) for the past 28 years. The Federation/LAF works with low-income
Cooperatives, which collectively create millions of dollars indevelopment inrural communities
on an annual basis. This year marks the 33rd Anniversary of the Federation/LAF.

As the Executive Director of the Federation/LAF, he has given strong programmatic leadership to

the organization. Shortly after becoming Executive Director, he arranged a merger with
Emergency Land Fund and developed creative programs to address the agricultural depression and
drought in the rural south. He has consistently lobbied for the rights offarmers nationally which,
in turn, has helped Black farmers stay on the land.

A native of LaGrange, Georgia, Ralph Paige received a BAdegree ineducation in 1967 from Fort
Valley State College inFort Valley, Georgia. He took additional graduate studies ineducation
administration at the University ofNorth Carolina inChapel Hill.After a few years of teaching
and coaching in Troup County, he joined the staff of the Federation/LAF. He is married to the
former Bernice Jones. They have two children, Bernard and Kenyatta; and two grandchildren.

ALC Chair's Award
Robert G. Clark

Robert George Clark, Speaker Pro Tempore of the Mississippi House of Representatives, is serving
his ninth straight term in the House. First elected in 1967, he is presently the longest serving
member in continuous House service. Clark, who has always had primary interest ineducation,
initially sought election with the hopes of providing adequate education for students in the rural
hamlets of Mississippi. He was the first black elected to the state legislative body since the
Reconstruction era. InJanuary 1992 he was elected Speaker Pro Tempore, an office established in
1987 by House members. He was re-elected to this position at the start of 1996 session and again
re-elected at the start of the 2000 session.

Clark, a native of Holmes County, who resides inEbenezer Community, represents House District
47. District 47 encompasses parts of Holmes, Attala,and Yazoo Counties. Inaddition to fulfilling
his legislative duties, he is a highly regarded businessman and rancher, formerly a classroom
teacher, coach and principal, and Headmaster at Saints Academy. Additionally, he is an avid
church member since early childhood, and also a Baptist minister. Clark has an undergraduate
degree from Jackson State University and a Master's Degree in Administration and Educational
Services from Michigan State University.

Presently, he is involved with the Holmes County 21st Century Commission, an organization that
prepares Holmes Countians for the workforce of the 21st century, which he organized in the
spring of 2000. He successfully and lovingly cared for and nurtured two sons to maturity for 18
plus years when their mother, Essie passed. He is now married to the former Jo Ann Ross and
together they have a daughter, LaLeche and two sons, Robert George 111 and Bryant Wandrick.
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2001 Annual Legislative Conference

i AWARD RECIPIENTS

CBC Chair's Award
William Jefferson Clinton (President)

William Jefferson Clinton was elected President of the United States in 1992, and again in1996 - the
first Democratic president to be awarded a second term insix decades. Under his leadership, the United
States has enjoyed the strongest economy in a generation and the longest economic expansion inU.S.
history. President Clinton's core values of building community, creating opportunity, and demanding
responsibility have resulted inunprecedented progress for America, including moving the nation from
record deficits to record surpluses; the creation of over 22 million jobs —

more than any other adminis-
tration; low levels ofunemployment, poverty and crime; and the highest homeownership rate inhistory.

His accomplishments as president include increasing critical investments ineducation, providing tax
relief for working families, helping millions ofAmericans move from welfare to work, expanding access
to technology, encouraging investment inunderserved communities, and promoting peace and strength-
ening democracy around the world. President Clinton previously served as the Governor of Arkansas,
chairman of the National Governors' Association and the Attorney General of Arkansas. As former
chairman of the Democratic Leadership Council, he is one of the original architects and leading advo-
cates for the Third Way movement.

CBCF Chair's Award
Noah A. Samara

Noah A.Samara was born inEthiopia in 1956 and raised there and inTanzania; his Sudanese father
was a teacher and diplomat. During his education inEngland and the United States, which culminat-
ed withhim earning a Doctor of Jurisprudence from Georgetown University Law School, Mr.Samara
began to develop the vision that information was the key to expanding opportunities.

His vision of an information-rich society led him at age 34 to found World Space in1990 which he
served as Chairman and CEO. The company's mission is to create information affluence by using a
satellite-based infrastructure to deliver programming to the three-quarters of the world's population
that lacks adequate radio reception and program choice and that wants high quality news, knowledge
and entertainment at an affordable cost.

Under Mr.Samara's leadership, World Space started broadcasts to Africa inOctober 1999 and to Asia
inSeptember 2000. The company anticipates starting service to Latin America and the Caribbean in
2001. The total system willhave a potential audience of more than 5.2 billion people. InMr.Samara's
view, World Space is destined to have substantial impact on the populations itserves.

Mr.Samara's early career was in satellite telecommunications, first withGeostar Corporation and later
with the Washington law firmof Venable, Baetjer, Howard &Civiletti. He has been involved indevel-
opment of both geostationary and low earth orbit (LEO) satellite systems. He was an advisor to numer-
ous global telecommunications and broadcasting organizations on a wide range ofbusiness and regula-
tory issues. He has published articles in the fields of satellite communications and international law.

Mr.Samara is married and has twochildren. He is an avid reader
—

from technical journals to classi-
cal literature — and also plays golf.




