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1967, he came out of a cellblock gang fight
carrying a length of pipe. On June 8, 1967,
he refused to obey an order, then assaulted
the guard who gave lt. On Oct. 17, 1869,
guards caught him In possession of & simu-
lated gun, made from & coat hanger and
masking tape.

On Jan. 16, 1970, he and two other pris-
oners beat a guard to death: Or so it was
allegzd. (There i no doubt that the guard

was beaten to death.) On being led back to

his cellblock, he smashed a guard in the
rib cage, shouting, “I'm going fo kill you.”

And then, of course, the next gun he was
caught with, on Aug. 23, of this year, was
a real gun, not & false one. That gun al-
legedly was given to him by a young man
I used to know, the kind of man who takes
seriously the allocations of blame accord-
ing to Tom Wicker. .

——
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Mr, RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, cn Sun-
day, September 26, my friend and col-
league from Brooklyn, N.Y., Representa-
tive FraNng Brasco, and I appeared on
WNBC-TV's “Newslight” program to dis-
cuss the situation at Attica with mem-
bers of the working press.

Congressman Brasco and I serve to-
gether on the Select Committee on Crime
and were part of the investigating team
from the committee which visited the
Attica correctional facility, Lest Wednes-
day, September 29, I returned to Attica
myself in an attempt o clear up some
of the many questions still unanswered.

Because of the significance of Attica in
light of our history of fallure to recog-
nize and deal humanely with the prob-
lems of prisoners in our society, I belleve
my colleagues will be interested in read-
ing our remarks, based on our first-hand
investigation.

The remarks follow:

NEWSLIGHT

Guests: TU.8, Representative Frank J.
Brasco (Dem.-N.¥.), U.S. Representative
Charles B, Rangel (Dem.-N.Y.).

Moderator: Ben Grauer.

Panel: Gabe Pressman, NBC News, Jay Le-
vin, New York Post, Jack Newileld, The Vil-
lage Volce.

ANNOUNCER, WNBC-TV invites you to join
the working press in action here on News-
light. To Introduce our guests and our panel
here is the moderator of our program, Ben
Grauer,

Ben Graver. Good morning, and welcome
to Newslight. We have two guests on News-
light today, Representative Charles Rangel,
Democrat, from New York’s Eighteenth Con-
gressional Distriet in Harlem, and Repre-
sentative Frank Brasco, Democrat, from New
York's Eleventh Congressional District in
Brooklyn. Both these gentlemen are members
of the Congressional Committee investigating
the insurrection at the Attica Prison which
led to the death of forty people, and the
death of George Jackson is also part of their
Investigation. Jackson, one of the so-called
Boledad Brothers at San Quentin Prison in
California, Here to question C. en
Rangel and Brasco is a panel which includes
Gabe Pressman of NBO News, Jack Newfleld
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of The Village Volce and our panel s com-
pleted with Jay Levin of the New York Post.,
‘We'd like to give you a remindar that ques-
tions presented by members of our panel do
not necessarily reflect their personal point
of view, but are put forward to elicit infor-
mation and comment from our guests.

Mr. Pressman, will you begin the ques-
tioning?

Gase PRESSMAN, Congressman Rangel, you
have been Investigating—that 1s, your Con-
gressional Committee has been investigating
the Aftica and San Quentin uprising for
several weeks, Do you think anything will
come, out of this investigation In concrete
form? 3

Congressman OHARLES B. RANGEL. There's
no question in my mind that things will come
out. We have the responsibllity of bringing
forth suggestions that would minimize the
possibility of these tragedles recurring.
Some of those thingd are to have s minimum
standard In the protection of the rights of
human beings who are in prison, Others
would Include breaking down the prison sys-
tem so0 that it could be closer to society
and not exclude people, keeping a fellow out
of a cell for some part of the day in order
to rehabllitate himself. But in answer to your
question as to whether or not soclety and
state and federal leglslative bodies are pre-
pared to mccept these reform measures, I
belleve the answer Is “no”. We are about to
stretch out a rubber band until it.pops.

PreESsMAN, You mean that whatever you
come up with will not be passed by Congress,
will not be passed by the leglslatures, for in-
stance, of New York and California?

RANGEL, That's correct. Instead of trying to
find out the facts and ecircumstances that
caused these things.to happen, we are now
witnessing one of the biggest news black-
outs in history. And it’s not new to our
country. It happened with Eent State. It
happened In Jackson. It happened in Chicago
with the Black Panthers. It's happening all
over this country. And instead of coming In
oand saylng “what can we do to avoid it
what America Is saying, through Governor
Reagan, through Governor Rockefeller and
through President Nixon is “that we must
have more law and order, even If we have to
break the law to achieve it."”

Graver. Before you get Into detalls, Con-
gressman, I presume, Mr. Pressman, you'd
1ike to have——

PrESSMAN. You concur,
Brasco? .

Congressman Franzx J. Brasco. No, I do
not, Gabe. I think that previously soclety’s
attitude with respect to those who commit
criminal acts was that you apprehend them,
you convict them, you put them in jail and
that's the end of our problem. But I think
the tragedy at Attica and San Quentin has
told us very clearly that that is not the end
of our problem, but only the beginning. I
think that psychologically we are approach-
ing the area where reform to soclety will be
acceptable, I want to just add that one week
prior to the Attica rioting, Commissioner
Oswald who has been in office only eight
months, and put in office because he was
considered to be a Iiberal reformer, had
been at Attloa after he had jJust received
some four million dollars in a grant from
the federal government, and was talking
about a whole host of reforms with the
prison inmates and some of them had al-
ready been instituted. The one that was
instituted was that at that time inmates
could send out sealed letters to their leg-
islators, both In the congress, the state, and
the city, and received sealed returns. They
were talking about work release programs,
and as a matter of fact, not too many people
know this, at Attica, during the time of the
rioting, there were still six inmates who were
Involved in work release programs golng to
and from the localities of Batavia, I belleve,

Representative
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and Attica Itself working; during the day and
coming back to the prison at night.

Prrssman, Well, very briefly, you disagree
with Congressman Rangel.

Brasco, Yes. *

PrEssmaN. You think something good will
come of it. . .

Beasco. Yes, I think in the nature of re-
form, 1t will.

GRAUER, Mr., Newfleld.

JacE NEwrELD. I'd llke to address my ques-
tlon to both Congressmen. Assemblyman Eva
of Buffalo, and Assemblyman Beatty of
Bedford Stuyvesant have both suggested that
a grand jury be convened to consider an In-
dictment for murder of Governor Rocke-
feller, Do you think that's crazy rhetoric, or
do you think If your investigation leads in
that direction, that the governor might be
Indicted?

Brasco. The governor wasn't there. That's
ttl;etunrortunate fact. I belleve sincerely
that...

NEwWFIELD, Angela Davis wasn't there elther.

Brasco. We should have a grand jury in-
vestigation; I think It should be a federal
grand jury panel immediately, to determine
what violations of the criminal law occurred
on either side of the cellblock in the institu-
tion. I don't think that, that identifying a
potential defendant prior to the time that
this constitutlon has had an opportunity to
work, because we're living now In a soclety
that there's very lttle to belleve that this
constitution works for all people. I think
it's not just the question of prison reform.
You know, it's no mistake that elghty five
per cent of those inmates are black and
Puerto Rican. And I don't think this is ge-
netic. And I think we have to look further
and see what happened in Chicago. We have
now placed such little value on the life, not
only of prisoners, but also of white low-in-
come people who are relegated at positions of
being guard, and this is something for Amer-
ica to look af. And I'd just llke to say thls,
that because it's been so difficult for you In
the news media t0 get news there, I think
that you grab any and everything you could
get without looking for a very large segment
of this jig-saw puzzle and no one hes de-
manded hils appearance. And T suggest that
he Is being kept incommunicado, because.

NEwri=Lp. Who are you referring to?

Brasco. Once he Is Interviewed, you may
find out what ninety per cent of the prob-
lems are in Attica, New York. And I refer to
Warden Vincent Mancusl. This is a man that
nobody had asked for. How can you possibly
have an investigation without asking to talk
with the warden of the Institution, who was
brought to Attica six years ago In order to
maintain law and order at Attica, and he's
kept the hot—the pot really boiling right
there. I'd Ilke to say that when the Con-
gressional Committee on Crime met with
him, when we visited Attica, and the response
to one of my questions as to what caused it;
it is the bellef of the warden that as a result
of him Instituting the llberal reform policy
of allowing inmates to send out uncensored
mail to “politiclans and lawyers,” that this
allowed an outside conspiracy to be grown
in connection with alding and abetting the
colored communists Maoists. Now this Is the
man that's the warden.

GravzER. This 15 a quote that you're giving
us, sir?

Brasco. No question about it. This is his
bellef as to why we had this tragedy. ...

Newrrerp. Colored communists waat, I
didn't hear.

Brasco. Msolsta,

(Crosstalk.)

Brasco. So, what I'm saying ls, that if we
can have someone like this. . . .

NewriELp. Does the warden come from the
civil service list, or was he appolnted by the
governor or the commissioner?

B;msco. I don't.- know how he got there,
but ...



34574

(Crosstalk.)

Bgrasco, He made this perfectly clear; that
he ceme up through the ranks; he just re-
celved his bachelors degree and that he
knows prison reform Inside and out. And
that's the extent of it. And you have to rec-
ognize that there was no movement made on
any of the twenty eight legitimate demands
of those inmates; among those fncluded a
baseball field; the opportunity to wash one's
behind more than once a week and the op-
portunity to have clean food, if not decent
food,

Graver. Mr. Newfield asked for Congress-
man Brasco's opinion elso on the possible
grand jury. . . .

Brasco. Well, with respect to your ques-
tlon, Mr, Newfield, an indictment of the gov-
ernor, I think that's more rhetoric than
anything else, I . . .

NEWFIELD., Why?

Brasco, I think it's probably sn effort to
lock the issues if they're not already locked,
to & deeper extent, I think that from my own
personal observation of what had occurred,
you might disagree with the governor's judg-
ment or Commissioner Oswald's judgment,
but when you talk about criminal prosecu-
tion, you talk about a question of {ntent and
85 far as I'm concerned, from my own limited
oObservation, I don't percelve any Intent to
commit any wrongdoing. I think there was
& serlous cohcern about wbat was going on
in the prison. I might say this, if I may. I
think that what the commisioner had to
work with &t the time, and I personally be-
lieve that in consultation with the governor,
that the commissioner made the decision,
?e had fact; he had rumor, and obviously

ear.

Graver. Declsion what, to attack?

Bpasco. To assault or storm the prison.
There was at least one guard killed at that
point, There were Inmates who were coming
out injured, one we were told had been
practically sodomized to death by other In-
mates; another one had gasoline poured down
his throat; and these Inmates who came out
8l] told, some thirty of them, were giving
stories about other Inmates being killed. And
the proof was in the pudding. They found
four inmates killed. As a matter of fact,
when we went around and spoke to inmates,
they told us that they were afraid them-
selves; that many of them dldn't want to be
In the yard, and I belleve them because some
of them were 10 be parcled within a matter
of weeks; some of them were to be uncondi-
tlonally released, one on s Friday and we
spoke to ten or twelve of them, So there was
& combination of clrcumstances that led to
& judgment, and the question of malice
aforethought in sonnection with that judg-
ment. I don’t think {s reallstic. You may
disagree with the judgment, but in crimingl
intent I don't think that there's any there

GRADER. Now Mr, Levin,

Jay Leviv, Well, you spoke to meore than
prisoners; you spoke to officlals and you
were among the first {o plerce the news
bisckout. DId you get the sense that the
decislon at that moment was sbsolutely un-~
necessary; that the governor should hsayve
honored the negotiating committee's weeping
sppeal to come there; fo hold off on any
kind of use of force; that they felt some-
thing could be resolved if he came there and
talked to them, not to the prisoners?

Gravze. You're asking Congressman Brs . . .

NgwrmmLo. I'll ask Congressman Rangel
first, and then Congressman Brasco,

RangeL, From those that were there, and
you'd have to recognize Governor Rockefel-
ler was not there and neither was I, It seems
to me that the negotiating committes and
everyone else thought that his presence
might have brought sbout p different end-
ing., Of course, we never know and there-
fore, the indictment won't come from me
there, But I have spent most of my time st
Attlca—and T'm golng back on Wednesday—
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trylng to find out what fact. were available
to those who made the decision that might
Indicate that this attack, and especially the
attack orders as given, would minimize the
loss of life. I can't see how those Insiruc-
tions being carried out as we found them
to be could lead to the conclusion that less
life could have been lost than If they went
with their !mmobilizing gas, or If they
ent in without arms as we know has hap-
pened in the Tombs.

Geaver, Congressman Brasco.

Brasco. Well, In connection with that ques-
tion Jay, from our investigation it was clear
that in the closing hours, just prior to the
storming of the prison, conditions had dete-
riorated inside the yard. We had been shown
8 video tape that was taken, at which time,
and the last time that Commissioner Oswald
went |n himself, and we hed gone in on three
occaslons, the prisoners asked for him, and I
might add that after the rioting when we
spoke to the prisoners they all thought very
well of him. And I think Mr. Rangel can
verify that; the point i1s that the commis-
sloner could not get out the last time; there
was someone on the microphone yelling,
“Let’s hold him as hostage”, and indeed he
was held I understand, close to two hours.
Some of the people on the negotiating com-
mittee, who we spoke to found It very dif-
ficult in terms of personal fears, returning
to the cellblock “D" ares themselves, So
that in that deterlorating confused situation,
in which the last demands were for amnesty,
and there seems to be & question as to
whether or nof one of the negotlators al-
lowed the prisoners to believe that there were
members of "Third World” organizations
outside ready to take them to forelgn coun-
fries, “non imperlalistic countries"—these
were the last twp demands which the gov-
ernor said hz could not grant. The twenty
elght demands whlch had been forgotten
about, they were sgreed too, and I think
rather forward looking, were already agreed
to in writing by the commissloner. And at
that point T don't know what the governor
could have done, if anything.

(Crosstalk.)

Brasco, There 1s & fact though, that some
of the members of the negotiating commit-
tee felt that he at least should have shown
his face. Whether or not that would have
changed things I honestly don't know. ’

RANGEL, But that's just not so as far a8 the
demsnd to go to a *Third World"” country.

.That was dropped by the Inmates and the

two demands were the firlng of the unseen
and locked up Warden Mancus; and the
amnesty question. Bu$ since you touched on
the video tape, which I understand that the
press has not had the opportunity to review,
it would also Indicate, as we viewed lt, that
on the eve of the orders of attack the inmates
were still bullding their negotiating position
to protect the mediators, They had every
reason to believe they would return and talk
to them. In addition to that, we were very
anxious to see those tapes to find out what
happened durlng the attack, And while the
administration was very cooperative, the en-
tire film is blurred after the orders were given
to attack. We saw the tear gas and after that
we Eaw nothing.

GERAUER, Mr, Pressman.

PressMAN, You sald earlier that you didn't
think snything would come of any of these
investigations, or at least the copgressional
investigations. ...

GeAuEr. Congressman Rangel.

Rawcer. I believe that legislation will come
out of this. It will come to the floor, but I
think what the President has done was an

attempt to formulate public opinion against .

1t,

PressMAN, Do you think public opinion 18
against prison reform?

RancEL. Think about the order of prior-
ities, those people who are concerned with
medical attention, those people who are con~

October 1, 1971

cerned with the heavy tax burden that we
have. What we normally do, and I say soclety
normsally does, 1s to find out where can we
cut the fat away from the budget. And, nor-
mally, who's selected? The least powerful peo-
ple in this soclety, And I think you would
have io agree that In this soclety, cutting
funds for the powerless Inmates is the first
money knocked off, So I don't see this nation
coming forward now, saying "“Why can't we
avoid .,."

PrEssMAN. Do you think this nation is on
the side of the guards or on the side of the
prisoners?

RANGEL, It's tragle, and I sincerely hope
that I'm wrong, But in leaving Attica and
finding the people In that town even refus-
ing to believe their doctor’s reports, that
the lnmates and the hostages died by gun-
fire, I belleve that this country is on the side
of the guards, even if in fact the grand jury
dld prove that there were viclatlons of the
law on both stdes of the cellblock,

PRrEssmar, Do you think Congressman
Rangel, that there Is going to be greater re-
pression of prisoners now than there was be-
fore?

RANGEL, Well, there's no question in my
mind, I don't think Congressman Brasco dis-
agrees that we saw evidence of greater repres-
slon in Attica, where so-called. . . .

PRESSMAN. As permanent by-product of
what's happened, orasa. . .,

(Crosstalk.)

RawGeL, There's talk right now from the
governor's office right on down, that prison~
ers now will be labeled as to whether or not
they're rebellious, they're revolutlonists, or
they're moderate, and they will be systemati-
cally segregated or removed from the general
prison population,

GRAUER. Congressman Brasco,

Brasco. I wanted to add to that, I don't
think that the general publle is against pris-
on reform, I think really what happens Gabe,
Is that as we falk In ferms of trying to
assess blame, we sort of have sort of the
kids game of chooaing up sides, are you on
the sldes of the prisomers or the guards?
But obviously both sides were hurt, This
i & kind of problem that afected all peo-
ple. And one thing that was very glaring
to me, Is that I don't care what kind of &
prison you construct, you cannot—you can-
not prevent lnmates from taking hostages.
S0 with that 1n mind, and with the fact
in mind that some of these prisoners that
we spoke to had very fine minds; minds
that were capeble of belng saved and should
be saved. I think that if we put this thing
in lts proper perspective, and learn the les-
son, malnly that...

(Croastalk.)

PRESSMAN. , . . of human helnogs and of
voters to think that now the public will
chose up sides, and that they will be on
one side or the other?

Bragco. I think that if we continue in
some of the empty kinds of rhetoric, you
know, that have been tossed around, in
charges and countercharges that we're going
to cause further polarization, I think that
society on its own is ready to make the de-
termination that we must go forward. And
sgaln I must polnt out that just prior to
this, Commissioner Oswald received four mil-
lon dollars with enother million dollars in
sbeyance from the federal government, un-
der the Law Enforcement Asslstance Act, spe-
cifically to Improve prison conditions, I think
we're on the way to doing this. And ob-
viously the sooner the bet{er. But I think
that soclety is ready to mccept if,

GRAUER., Mr. Levin.

LeviN. The governor said the other night
that he just can't deal with these radical
revolutionaries, indicating that in the future
we might have the same decistons from him
on & Bimilar situation, I wonder if you feel
that it was a matter of radical revolution-
aries, or do you think that these peaple could
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have been negotiated with? And in lght of
your being there also, what do you think
retaligtion was taken by the guards or by
the state troopers afterwards? Those beatings
and wanton shootings against those radieal
revolutionaries who they seem to think had

Graver, Who 1s your question directed to?

LevinN, Both gentlemen.

Brasco, All right. In connection with that,
let me say this, I think that you have, and
we have to face up to some very serious
problems. I think it's—from what I've seen,
we Intervlewed a young man who was, I
think, twenty one years old, who had been
convigted of stealing a motoreycle; golng
out into the street, viclation of parole, and
back again, And then you have people con-
victed of murder in the first degree, Bixty
per cent of the Inmates population are people
who have been convicted of murder, man-
slaughter, felonious assault, robbery and
burgiery. So that there has to be, in my
opinlen, a separation of Inmetes by virtue
of age, crimes commltted, and of course
sentences that have to be served. And I
think thet in that context, what happened
was, is that the leaders in the uprising at
Attien were the same people, or some of the
same people who were involved as leaders in
the uprising in the Tombs; who were Iln-
volved as leaders in the uprising in the
Auburn situation. Now in & correctional in-
stitution, as I was led to belleve by the Com-
missioner of Corrections, security is de-
termined by the individual who {s most
apt to cause trouble. Now when you de-
termine security for those individuals, this
yaung fellow here who iIs no securlty prob-
lem—the motorcycle case, Is stuck with that
extra and additional security which means
that he and others like him gpend slxty per
cent of the time in the cells because of a
security problem.

Obviously there has to be some separation
of prisoners. Obviously we have to have
smaller prisons, so that securliy and voca-
tional programs and recreational programs
can be completed with safety, And I think
that this is a hard fact that we have to
lock at. And I don't see that that's par-
ticularly pointing people out and, you know,
punishing them in any way. I think the
facilities all ought to be equsal, but you
have to understand that there are different
problems with different inmates. And I think
in one of the demands that the prisoners
pointed out themselves, that different In-
mates have different problems by virtue of
the crimes they committed, and their back-
grounds, and they wanted to see something
done along those lines so they don't all
get hung with the problems of any one in-
dividual.

RancEL, Let me say this in answer to your
question. Asking for a baseball diamond or
the opportunity to shower more than once
a week does not to be epltomize a radical
revolutionary. Those twenty elght demands
were conceded by Commissicner Oswald to
be Just a minimum standard of common
decency, regardless of what crime the per-
son hed been convicted of. What frightens
me is that the governor is using a lot of
labels. He's talking about a conspiracy and
there has been no evidence submitted to
anybody that would give rise to this con-
clusion. And he’s also talking sbout rebel-
lous radicals and revolutionists, And I sub-
mlit that if he walked the streets of central
Harlem, south Bronx, south Jamalica, where
black folks are, you'll be unable to dis-
tinguish between the black folks—the mili-
tant blacks, the revolutionary blacks, be-
cause I think that black folks now are con-
cerned about the loss of life: white, Puerto
Rican and black, And we are not going to
minimize our standards of human dignity
attached to the value of life. We'll have to
get rid of these labels. I told the governor
that once you start segregating the revolu-
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tionists who are you going to select to put
a label on me?

GRAUER, Mr. Newfleld.

Newrmrb, I'd like to ask Congressman
Rangel a few questions about what may be
the next Attica, Dannemora Priscn. Two
months ago Commissioner Oswald annaunced
that he was passing a new ruling where in-
mates can communicate with jJournalists if
they wished. This week I got a letter from—
which Il pass to you--an inmate In Dan-
nemora which the warden wrote during this
prohibited—and I got this from his lawyer,
this inmate says that the inmates in Danne-
mora are being force fed Thorazine to dope

them up; that they are not given tollet
paper—this week Senator Dunne was not al-
lowed in Dannemors State Prison. I under-
stand that the warden of Dannemors, Mr,
Lavaller, has been glven a hundred thousand
dollar homs, pald for by the state, and these
inmatee can't get tollet paper. And I can*t get
into Dannemora and Senator Dunne can't get
into Dannemora.

Brasco. Well you just stand In lne, he-
cause Senator Dunne and other legisiators
have a statutory right to go Into any state
penal institufion, and In addition to this,
Senator Dunne has been one of the most
outstanding reformers in this ares. To ex-
clude him just widens the credibility gap,
as we attempt to search for the truth,

Newrrerp, Do you intend to try to get in
this week?

Brasco. I will be there on Wetnesday.

NewrIELD. Wil you see that inmate

Brasco. But I'm saying this, that this is
consistent, every time people are shot down.
State governmentis come forth with facts
which later found out are just not true. So
that as they keep trying to put the 1id on,
I'm afrald that what we're dolng is just
stretching the rubber band a little too far.

Graver. We have three minutes. The next
question, Mr, Levin,

Leviv. I'd Hke to get back to something
I asked before—the second part. Did you
feel that there were wanton shootings by
the state police and that the leaders were
singled out; thaf anybody was singled out to
be killed after the police moved in, based on
your Interviews in the prison?

RANGEL, I have no information that would
lead me to belleve that this unorganized,
frustrating chsotic attack was intended to
single out Individuals for death. I belleve
it so strongly because even the lives of the
hostages could not possibly have been con-
sidered during this attack. I do belleve also,
8s & fact, that after the administration took
control of Attlca that certaln Inmates were
selected and segregated for systematic beat-
ings. We saw evidence of that when we were
there last,

LeviN. There 1s now & contention by some
of the lawyers that at least one inmate was
singled out and shot. They have his natme;
they released It yesterday, Did you hear any-
thing to that effect?

RancEL. I have been forced to receive only
the wildest type of rumors because of the
seal that has been placed on information by
the governor.

(Crosstalk.)

NewrieLb. How dowe get . ..

GravER. Just a mement Mr, Newfield, Con-
gressman Brasco, on that letter from Dan-
nemors, do you want to comment?

Brasco. Well, on the lelter from Danne-
mora, I think that obviously this is—you
Just can't sgree with this, and ibt’s one of
the reasons why all of our attention should
be directed towards one aobjective—reform.
I think one of the interesting things that's
golng on in Attlea right now is the Goldman
Commisslon, in which Mr, Clarence Jones,
the editor of the Amsterdam Mews ls a par-
ticipant. One of the twenty elght demands
was for a permanent ombudsman, In con-
nection with the community. I think this is
& worthwhile objective in all prisoners, or I
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should say all prisons should institute this
kind of procedure so that Dannemora letter
is done away with as soon as possible.

NEWFIELD, Well how do we . . .

GrAUER, Just & moment Jack. We have one
moment. Mr, Pressman.

PrEssMaN. Congressman Rangel. You're a
member of the black caucus in congress.
Did Senator Muskie's recent statement that
he didn’t belleve the country was ready for
a black vice-presidential candidate sour the
black catlicus on supporting Senator Muskle?

RaNGEL. I don't know whether he was ever
consldered the candidate by the black cau~
cus, but I do know we were seriously study-
ing the—the problem is whether the conm-
f.iry és ready for a Polish Cathaolic for Presi-

ent,

GRAUER. We've gone far uphill from the
area we've been dlscussing up to this mo-
ment and now I'm afrald our time is up.
And we won’t be able to continue. So we ex-
press our thanks to our two guests today,
Congressman ¥Frank Brasco and Congress-
man Charles Rangel.

Untll next Sunday for Newslight, this is
Ben Grauer bidding you goodbye.

PUBLIC HAS RIGHT TO ENOW HOW
ITS MONEY IS SPENT

HON. C. W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, October 1, 1971

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
have just introduced a bill to guarantee
the public’s right to know how its money
is being spent. This measure would close
3 serious loophole in the present Free-
dom of Information Act—section 552 of
title 5, United States Code—which ra-
quires public disclosure by Federal agen~
cies, but fails to include recipients of
Federal grants.

The American people provide the
funds to run our Government, and they
are entitled to a full accounting of how
the funds are spent. Any person or
agency, public or private, receiving Fed-
eral funds for a public purpose, would
have to make such an accoumting, The
only exceptions would be in areas of na-
tional defense, foreign affairs or cases
involving a clearly unwarranted invasion
of personal privacy.

This bill requires that a willingness to
provide full public disclosure be made a
condition to receiving a Federal grant;
that complete records must be kept on
how the funds are spent, and that re-
fusal to make these records public will
result in the grant being withdrawn.

At present, a recipient of public funds
through a grant need not open his books
to public inspection. He is only held ac-
countable through a Federal agency ad-
ministering the grant, or through the
General Accounting Office. This can
often be a long, cumbersome procedure
at & time when prompt information is
required.

Democracy thrives in the clear, bright
light of full public disclosure; it withers
and dies in the closed, dark atmosphere
of secrecy. Only = fully informed citi-
zenty cen make the meaningful judg-
ments required if our form of gnvernment
is to work.

The American taxpayer has a right to
know how his tax money Is being spent.
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