December 16, 1974

Mrs. Luci Johnson Nugent
2313 Red River Street
Austin, Texas 78705

Dear Luci:
This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of December 9.

My interest in Prison Reform dates back to my tenure in the
Texas State Senate when I served on a Special Committee of the
Senate Btudying prison reform. The Committee filed reports,
but never did anything to bring equity to persons incarcerated
by the Texas Department of Corrections.

A Subcommittee of the House Judicéary Committee is currently
working on national legislation which would, if enacted, bring
many needed changes to the Federal Prison system.

As you know, our jurisdiction does not extend to state systems.
However, the Subcommittee on Crime chaired by Honorable John
Conyers and the Subcommittee on Courts, Civil Liberties and
Adnministrative Justice chaired by Honorable Robert Kastenmeier
have had appear before them as witnesses many capable people
who coudld aid the work of the Sullivan's.

I will inquire of John Conyers and Bob Kastenmeier as to whether
they have any suggestions to make regarding persons of ability
to seek a position with the Parole and Prison system of Texas.
Warm best wishes for the holiday season ahead.

Sincerely,

BARBARA JORDAN
Member of Congress
BJ/mgr



2313 ReED RIVER STREET
AUSTIN. TEXAS 78705

December 9, 1974

Dear Barbara,

The Letter 1 am enclosing i& from a young man 1 met
at the Democratic State Convention Last September. 1 know
nothing of his position other than what he has said but 1
was impressed with his sincernity.

The validity and significance of prison reform zo the
community 48 very real but my endeavors in health and edu-
cational §ields have given me no basis for neal undenstand-
4ing or service. 1 necognize that 1 am not one of your con-
stituents but 1 feel that possibly you might know of someone
An a minonity category who would be sensitive to needs and
nendern service that would be invaluable. 1 would appreciate
any insight that might be passed on to this young man who
appears to be attempting to do his best homework in getting
someone with a concerned heart and mind to deal with this.

As a black, a woman and a representative §rom the
Largest urban area in Texas and a member of the judiciary



committee, this subject must be one you would be sensitive
to and 1 hope you'll have some concrete suggestions, Aif
you haven't already made them - my part is simply to bring
the work of this young couple to attention.

In this season of thanksgiving, 1 want you to know
that you are on my List of "reasons to be grateful" - my
heant beamed with pride over the intensely human, yet dig-
nified way you nesponded to your responsibilities as a mem-
ber of the judiciary committee. A friend of yours once took
"high store" .in persons who thoroughly did their homework
and who Listened to all aspects of the probLem at hand.

My father said s0 many times how intensely proud he was of
your ability to meet the needs of our people and T know you
are continuing and increasing this great favorable impres-
sion with his children. We also are 40 proud and s0 very
ghateful.

Affectionately,

P
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