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Extensions ofRemarksand has servwj mi uw vetiTooua state Parks

Accessibility Task Force.
Vis. Cangemi has been honored by the Call-

fornla Department of Rehabilitation and the
point Reyes National Seashore, and has re-
eved the J.C. Penney Golden Rule Award
Ms Cangemi and her organization have been
featured in several magazines, and Ms.
Cangemi has published articles on access.

Mr. Speaker, Phyllis Cangeml is truly an
outstanding citizen of the 14th Congressional
District. Iam privileged to represent her and
proud to enter these words of congratulations

Into the Record.

LEGISLATION TO GRANT AMEDIC-
AID WAIVER TO D.C. CHARTERED
HEALTHPLAN

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OP THK DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

INTHEHOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March, 4, 1993

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, Iam pleased to
Introduce a biH to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to waive for 3
years the 75/25 requirement, described insec-
tion 1903(m)(2)(A)(ii) of the Social Security
Act, as applied to D.C. Chartered Health Plan,
Inc. This legislation is vital to the District of
Columbia because it wHI allow D.C. Chartered
Health Plan, a high quaKty health maintenance
organization, to continue providing health care
services to low-income residents of the District
for whom there is no other care of comparable
quality, especially at the cost.

D.C. Chartered Health Plan is a private,
managed-care organization that has been in
existence since 1966. Charterers emphasis
on preventive health care for its low-income
patients has resulted in a decrease in the
number of unnecessary emergency room visits
and inoverall Improved health among its en-
roHees. Chartered's long-term commitment to
quality health care for low-income people is
further demonstrated by Its work in providing
free services, such as vaccinations and blood
pressure checks, in some of the neediest
Washington neighborhoods.

Under current tew Federal Medicaid funds
are available only to match State expenditures
under risk-based contracts with HMO's and
other prepaid plans ifat least 25 percent of
the enroliees in the plan are not Medicaid or
Medicare recipients, the 75/25 requirement
Between 1988 and 1991, D.C. Chartered op-
erated under an initial3-year waiver of the 75/
25 requirement as provided by law and had a
comprehensive risk contract with the District of
Columbia. During this time period Chartered
saved the District at least $3 million it other-
wise would have spent with the traditional
Medicaid Program.

As a relatively newly established HMO,
Chartered has not yet been able to meet the
75/25 requirement because of the problems
presented in competing In the commercial
Jjarte? against large, long established plans.
Chartered's initial waiver expired over 1 year
ago. Since expiration of the waiver, the District
« Columbia Medicaid Program has main-
tained a cost contract with D.C. Chartered,
*w the hope that Chartered's waiver would
be extended and thereby allow the District to
renew its risk contract with Chartered. The

contract poses particular problems be-
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pation in the D.C. MedlcaJd Program, Ow-tered is subject to annual quality assuranceaudrts, the results of whichhave been consist-ently outstanding. Unless Chartered is grantedan extension of the waiver as this bHI pro-
vides its services may no longer be as widetyavailable in the District, thereby leaving ahuge void in the health care options for the
neediest of District of Columbia residents. Fur-ther, the District government could not replace
Charterecfs services at the same level of costand quality. In these fiscally tight, cost-con-
scious times, D.C. Chartered stands as a glim-
mer of hope. Iurge my colleagues to support
this bin when itcomes to the floor.

RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
RESOLUTION

HON. BOJTOEMENT
OP TENNESSEE

INTHE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 4, 1993

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks ago
President Ctinton presented to Congress, an
extensive and bold economic stimulus agenda
for America. An agenda that is designed to
encourage job and economic growth through
investment in our Nation's infrastructure and
other fiscal initiatives.

Today Iam introducing the "Rurai Economic
investment and Revitaiization Resolution." The
point of my resolution issimple. Rural America
deserves recognition fromboth Congress and
the President during the consideration of eco-
nomic stimulus proposals.

Mr. Speaker, rural communities across
America provide a vital role in the economic
health and well-being of the United States.
Twenty-one percent of the total U.S. employ-
ment is located in rural areas. Employment in
these areas however, increased by only 12
percent between the years of 1979-89 while
employment in metro areas increased by near-
ly 21 percent during this time.

Now, Iencourage the job and economic
growth of metro areas, but these statistics
simply highlight the inequalities ruralareas ex-
perience in economic development initiatives.
These inequities were the major cause for
nearly half of all rural counties in America to

lose population in the mid-1880's.
Rural areas provide a strong traditional her-

itage which has continued to be vital to the
American spirit The United States Census Bu-
reau defines 97.5 percent of the land area in
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Mr. Speaker, If America were a body thenrural areas would surely be considered itsneart. Congress and the President cannot af-fwcJ to miss the opportunity to commit our-
2^? to^ America. To neglect ruralAmerica is to neglect the heart of America,we simply cannot afford not to invest In ruralAmerica. The importance of these areas in the
[£2a!!2atlon °***

American economy is un-armed, t strongly urge my coHeagues in Con-gress to support this resolution.

THE FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER
APPORDABILITY ACT OF 1993

HON. KLLORTON
OP UTAH

HiTHE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 4, 1993

Mr. ORTON. Mr. Speaker, last Thursday, I
introduced the First-time Homebuyer Afford-
ability Act of 1993 on behalf of myself and
many other colleagues. The purpose of this
biMis to increase homeownership opportunities
for families and individuals struggling to buy
their firsthome.

If enacted, this provision would aHow the di-
rect use of IRA funds— without tax or pen-
alty—to make a down payment for a first-time
home purchase. It would also aHow a parent
to use IRA funds for a loan or downpayment
assistance to a son or daughter buying their
firsthouse.

Two weeks ago, President Clinton intro-
duced his comprehensive ecooorr-ic plan. In
the introduction to this plan, the President ar-
ticulated a vision of fundamental change— "to
invest in people, to reward hard work and re-
store fairness, and to recognize our families
and communities as the cornerstones of
America's strength."

One of the best ways to promote families
and communities in our country is to raise our
level of homeownership. The First-time Home-
buyer Affordability Act of 1993 woulddo pre-
cisely that by addressing the fundamental
problem young people face in buying their first
home— accumulating the necessary cash to
meet down payment requirements. It does so
by dynamically accessing the $650 billionpool
of funds currently found in IRAaccounts.

Congress has already recognized the poten-
tial of opening up IRA funds for home pur-

chase. Last year, we twice passed com-
prehensive tax billscontaining a waiver of the
10 percent penalty for premature withdrawal of
IRA funds for a first-time home purchase.
Accessing IRA funds for this purpose only
makes sense. After all, what better long-term
savings and investment vehicle is there than

the purchase of a single family home. For
probably the majority of retirees, equity in a
home is the single greatest asset. Therefore,

Iexpect that as we debate and act on a com-
prehensive tax bill in the next few months, a
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