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Dear Congressman Crockett,

With several disinvestment bills affecting
South Africa before the Congress, Ithought you might
find interesting, for the light they shed on the
severe impact these measures would have on Blacks in
South Africa, the enclosed comments on disinvestment
by black South African leaders, trade unionists, and
opposition political parties in South Africa. All
of these voices oppose disinvestment. While there
are differing views in South Africa on the nature
and speed of reform, even the majority of critics of
the Government oppose disinvestment.

Ialso enclose a brief summary of political,
economic, labour and social reforms in South Africa
which may give you a perspective of current changes
and developments in the country.

IfIcan provide any further information
as to the impact of these measures on Blacks in South
Africa and on the movement for reform in South Africa,
please let me know.

Yours sincerely,

B.G. Fourie
Ambassador

The Honorable
George W. Crockett, Jr.
1531 Longworth House

Office Building
Washington, DC 20515



THE PACE OF CHANGE

SOUTH~KFRICA

POLITICAL

November, 1983 -
black voters elected Mayors and Town Councils

to govern their communities nationwide,

November 2, 1983 - National referendum conducted in which the
then all-white electorate overwhelmingly approved a new south
African Constitution that extended the national franchise to
non-whites for the first time in the country's history.

August 1984 - Voters of the colored and Indian communities
went to the polls for the first time to elect direct rep-
RESENTATIVES to Parliament.

January 25, 1985 - Multiracial, tricameral South African
Parliament convened. Whites, colóreos and Indians, enjoying
equal franchise, participate jointly in the executive and
legislative functions of the national government for the
first time.

January 25, 1985
-

In a speech opening Parliament, State
President Botha:

ANNOUNCED THAT THE GOVERNMENT ACCEPTED THE PERMANENCE
in South Africa of the urban black population,-
AGREED THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE RIGHT OF POLITICAL
PARTICIPATION IN BOTH THEIR OWN AFFAIRS AND IN MATTERS
OF COMMON INTEREST IN THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE,
INDICATED THAT THE QUESTION OF CITIZENSHIP WOULD BE
NEGOTIATED WITH BLACK LEADERS,
ANNOUNCED THAT A FORUM FOR NEGOTIATIONS WITH BLACK
LEADERS TO DEVELOP CONSTITUTIONAL MECHANISMS FOR
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION FOR BLACKS WOULD BE ESTABLISHED.

February 1, 1985
-

The South African Government announced
discontinuation of resettlement of black communities, there-
by abandoning so-called "black-spot policy".

February 8, 1985 - Downtown commercial districts nationwide
opened to all businessmen irrespective of race.
February 1985 - Amnesty, conditioned only on a renunciation.
OF THE USE OF VIOLENCE FOR POLITICAL ENDS, OFFERED TO AND
REFUSED BY NELSON MANDELA AND OTHERS SERVING PRISON SENTENCES
FOLLOWING CONVICTION OF SABOTAGE.



ECONOMICS AND LABOR

1979 - 1984 Desegregation of Trade Unions and workplace.

Black and multiracial trade unions legalized. Of 200
Trade unions in South Africa today, 79 are multiracial,
21 are black, 43 are colored and 57 are white. job
reservation for whites eliminated in 1983. right to
strike and to bargain collectively protected by statute;
apprentice system opened to blacks; equal opportunity
hiring becoming commonly accepted principle. all reference
to race, color or sex removed from all labor legislation.

Factories and offices desegregated.

1970
-

1980 Rise in black income and emergence of black
middle class. in the 10 years, 1970

- 1980, black share
of total personal income in south africa rises from 25
percent to 40 percent, and by 1985 is nearly 50 percent.
By 1982, blacks own 227,000 cars, up 16 percent from 1977.

SOCIAL

Education

Black high school students rise from 105,000 to over one
half million 1970

- 1980; spending on black education
increases 230 percent 1975 - 1980, another 51 percent

1980 - 1981, and is still rising. the literacy rate
for blacks aged 12-22 is 80 percent.

Health

South Africa trains more black doctors than any other
African country; offers the most comprehensive health
services on the continent; provides complete treatment
to all patients at a nominal fee of some $2,00;
infant mortality is the lowest in africa; south africa
has the highest doctor-patient ratio in africa.

Housing

Since 1975, two billion dollars spent to build new homes
for urban blacks, at a rate of 100 houses per day. home
ownership opened to blacks in 1982.



OPINIONS ABOUT DISINVESTMENT EXPRESSED BY SOUTH AFRICA'S
BLACK AND OPPOSITION LEADERS

Mangosuthu Gatsha Buthelezi (the leader of more than 5
million zulu people and president of inkatha, the largest

black South African political organization) - "Having
come from a peasant background and having been in politics

for something like thirty years, i am in a position to
talk about black south africa with, ihope, some authority.,

inkatha (is) a mass movement with well above 750,000
card-carrying members ... inkatha was born in 1975 and rose
like a colossus through the 1976-78 period of black civic
protest... in the democratic mechanisms and procedures which
so strongly characterize inkatha i am made intimately
aware of black public opinion. inkatha is as representative

of black South Africa as it is of rural South Africa...
(i)t is simply not true that the vast majority of blacks
support the disinvestment lobby." (address in durban,
September 1983)

"I UNDERSTAND THE MORAL INDIGNATION OF THE WORLD AND I
AM GLAD FOR IT. HOWEVER, DISINVESTMENT IS A WRONG STRATEGY,

AND WILL DO NOTHING TO AID THE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERATION
WITHIN THE COUNTRY.
"For me the first question that must always be asked in
the disinvestment debate is what the people of south
Africa themselves say about it. Ihave yet to meet a
(black South African) worker who favors disinvestment...
(d)isinvestment would strip us bare. so imust conclude
that those who advocate disinvestment do so in complete
disregard of what black people themselves think".
(Fortune, July 27, 1984)

Lucy Mvubelo (President of the National Union of Clothing
workers, one of the largest black unions) "i am a worker
and trade unionist living in soweto who knows how the
ordinary African worker suffers under the discriminatory

effects of apartheid. . .
"to proponents of isolation, disinvestment, and embargoes

imust say: don't break off contact, and don't advocate
disengagement and withdrawal of foreign investments.
Only indigenous movements

-
the trade unions, the political

groupings, the schools, the business associations
—

within South Africa can bring about significant , positive
change. Outsiders can influence it, but only through
participation, not by isolation." (foreword to the
Politics of Sentiment, by Richard Sincere, 19851



1985)

Trade Union Council of South Africa (Multiracial and
largest trade union federation) - "tucsa believes
that any action of this sort (disinvestment) will
hurt those it is supposed to help. tucsa does not
believe that most black south african support a policy
which must lead to fewer jobs and opportunities for
ADVANCEMENT. THEY WANT EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN A FREE
AND EXPANDING ECONOMY NOT UNEMPLOYMENT AND POVERTY."

Rashid Allí (General Secretary of Muslim Business
league of southern africa) - "we are strongly
opposed to any form of disinvestment or economic
sanctions for it is very well for those 'individuals'
to lobby for it with their full stomachs and their
pockets fullof coins

-
hunger is an experience

-
political talk is a prerogative

-
human beings act,

care and feel at all times
-

politicians talk, and
perform only during the storm.

"
( a letter to muslim

businessmen dated december 13, 1984)

Richard Maponya (Black community leader and businessman)
"FOREIGN COMPANIES COULD, THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS, HELP
BLACKS TO GET STARTED IN BUSINESS WHERE IT WOULD
OTHERWISE BE IMPOSSIBLE AND BY INVESTING IN BLACK
COMMUNITIES, FOREIGN FIRMS COULD HELP COMMUNITIES,
GENERATE THEIR OWN CAPITAL."
(Christian Science Monitor of January 30, 1985)

John Nkadimeng (General Secretary of the South African
Congress of trade Unions) - "Economic sanctions against

South Africa would only worsen the economic position

of South African blacks." (Rand Daily Mail, March 1,
1985)

Sam Motsuenyane (Chairman of the National African
federated chamber of commerce) - "i believe that instead
of putting the accent on disinvestment, consideration
should be given to alternatives such as giving direct
financial support to black health and educational
projects: or the channeling of foreign investments
into worthwhile black business activities. this is
certainly one of the ways in which concerned americans
could help to generate growth which will place the
black community in a better position to become a
viable part of the country's free enterprise economy".
(In response to Senator Edward Kennedy's speech at the
Carlton Hotel, Johannesburg, South Africa on January 8,



Philip Dhlamini (General Secretary of South African Black
municipality and allied workers' union) -

"total dis-
investment could cause severe hardship. we therefore
advocate pressuring companies to improve working

conditions. we'll support disinvestment if it will
bring genuine change, but at this stage we are not
convinced that it willbring fundamental change."
(Washington Report on Africa of January 15, 1985)

Helen Suzman (Civil Rights Spokeswoman for the opposition
progressive federal party in the south african parliament)
"There is a simple appeal in the course of action that
advocates disengagement from any form of association with
South Africa.. .This relieves the conscience, but it
also dilutes any influence over future events... the
recent amendments (by reps. solarz, berman and gray).
could be more damaging. if reform is the objective

it is not likely to be effective. . .the determining

factor (in reform) has been
-

and iam convinced will
continue to be

-
economic pressure from within south

Africa; the steady upward movement into skilled
occupations by blacks, eventually giving blacks the
muscle with which to make demands for shifts in power
AND PRIVILEGE..." (THE WASHINGTON POST, OP-ED PAGE,

March 22, 1984)

Lawrence Schlemmer (Professor, Centre for Applied Social
Sciences, university of Natal) "Black production workers
in South Africa are not likelyat this stage to support

the programmes abroad to promote withdrawal of western
or more specifically united states capital from the
South African economy." Professor Schlemmer's survey
found that 75 percent of the workers opposed disinvest-
MENT. (Conclusion based on scientific poll of blacks
in industrial areas of south africa published in
"Black Attitudes, Capitalism and Investment", August
1984)

Piroshaw Camay (General Secretary of multiracial Council
of unions of South Africa) -"Total disinvestment was
not going to work in south africa". (Washington
Report on Africa of January 15, 1985)



OPINIONS EXPRESSED BY LEADERS IN BOTSWANA, SWAZILAND
AND LESOTHO ON SANCTIONS AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA

Peter Mmusi (Vice-President of Botswana) "Certainly
because of any economical sanction, world economical
sanction, Botswana being South Africa's neighbour and
having been so dependent on south africa, botswana like
most of the other independent countries around south
Africa would suffer." (comment during televised interview
with journalist of south african broadcasting corporation,
February 1985)

Prince Madtsitsela (Chairman, Swaziland Development
Corporation) "But the pain of it all is (that) the
sufferers in the region would be the black people.

Black people in South Africa, black people in Lesotho,
in Botswana, in Swaziland who mainly live on wages from
these industries..." (comment during televised interview
with journalist of south african broadcasting corporation,
February 1985)

Desmond Sixishe (Minister of Information of Lesotho)
"our position is that in the event of sanctions against

South Africa these people who willadvocate such moves
should take into account the consequences of such moves
on Lesotho..." (comment made during televised interview
with journalist of south african broadcasting corporation,
February 1985)
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