172 Letter to Representative Charles C. Diggs, Jr., in

Response to Recommendations of the Congressional
Black Caucus. May 19, 1971 o |

Dear Congressman Diggs:

I valued the opportunity to meet with
you and your colleagues of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus® on March 25. The
sixty recommendations for governmental
action which you presented to me at that
meeting have served as a framework for
review of the matters we discussed.

The Administration has examined these
recommendations in depth over the past
seven weeks. A fresh amessment of all the
alternatives in each area characterised
this review process, both at the operating

3The Congressional Black Cancus included -

the 12 biack Members of the House of Rep-
rwentatives and the District of Columbia
Delegate to Congress.

department level and then at the White
House. Present policies served as & start-
ing point, but we went beyond these in
atternpting to draw our conclusions on
the merits in each case. We found that
your broad gosis are largely the same
as those of the Administration, and we
used this review as an occasion for meas-

cil and the Office of Management and
Budget. At the same time, George Shultz,



Director of OMB, prepared at my request
a summary report on this Administra-
tion’s major and activities in
the field of civil rights and related social
and economic programs. Having reviewed
and concurred in this report and the sixty
responses, I am pleased to transmit them
to you and your colleagues herewith.
These documents constitute a progress
report on our efforts to achieve equality,
jumoe,andfulloppormmtyforaﬂm
icans. We have tried to make them
candid and factual. They measure both
successes and shortcomings. In those in-
stances in which we have found ourselves

mdmgmunmtmthywrmuonmd&- :

tions, we have acknowledged the dis-
agreement but also spelled out our alter-
native approaches. In many cases, we
have found a basic accord between your
recommendations and our policies.

I am encouraged to note that there is
such accord in three especially critical
aress: We share a determination to re-

form the welfare system so that it will

help solve, rather than aggravate, the
problems of those who lack a minimum
income. You attach high priority, as I do,
to a program of revenue sharing that will
enable our cities and States to serve the
people better. And you are committed, as
I am, to a concerted drive for expanded
all other Americans—a drive to validate
the pledges this society has made to the
disadvantaged in the past decade.

‘This is the building work of the Seven-.

ties, and it is bound to be more difficult
than the legislative efforts of the Sixties.
Equality of opportunity has been affirmed
in American law; conscience and public
esolve brought that much to pass. But

now we have entered a new and muck
" harder phase. The steady gains of the |
years ahead will inevitably be less dra :
matic than the bright hopes raised a few -
years ago. We continue to honor thos
hopes. At issue now is whether all of w
have the realism and stamina to persis




