
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE

WE HAVE SPENT THE -MAJORITY OF THIS EVENING

LISTENING TO THE WORDS OF BLACK ADVOCATES OF THE

PAST AND HONORING BLACK ADVOCATES OF THE PRESENT.

IT HAS BEEN A LONG EVENING YOU'VE BEEN

TOLD TO LIFT YOUR VOICES., GENUFLECT TO ALL OF

US,' AND BE ADVOCATES OF THE HIGH DLACE, YOU'VE

HAD THE BLACK EXPERIENCE IN AMERICA SUMMED UP

FOR YOU IN ONE WORD— ADVOCATE.

WE'VE BEEN ADVOCATING FOR A LONG TIME. WE

ADVOCATE FOR JUSTICE AND STILL INJUSTICE PREVAILS.

WE ADVOCATE FOR FULL EMPLOYMENT AND STILL

UNEMPLOYMENT EXISTS.' WE ADVOCATE FOR FULL EQUALITY

AND STILL BLACK MEN AND WOMEN ARE DENIED THEIR

RIGHTS.

YOU WOULD THINK IT SIMPLE TO UNDERSTAND THE

REASONABLENESS OF WHAT WE ADVOCATE. YET TODAY SOME

PEOPLE FIND SOMETHING WRONG WITH THESE QONCEPTS .£**\u2666*. f*4rt»L
YOU DON'T AND Imn'T, BUT' TIICV AmO—Dfr. , .

\u0084
> j I.

Maybe our approach is wrong, maybe we should */*fU. w««Wi *#**

TRY TO GET OUR MESSAGE ACROSS IN A DIFFERENT WAY. a~Mi t^W/Hj,
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WE COULD TRY TO i"iTTr.rti:T\u25a0TUT IL ATTLIIT.IQN J3¥.

KANSAS CITY. MAYBE IF WE ALL STAND UP AND SING,
"

GOD BLESS AMERICA" SEVERAL TIMES THEY WILL

UNDERSTAND THAT OUR MESSAGE REALLY ISN'T SO BAD.

THAT EQUALITY, JUSTICE, AND FULL EMPLOYMENT ARE

THINGS THAT MIGHT BE GOOD FOR AMERICA.

MAYBE WE SHOULD PUT UP BILLBOARDS ALL ACROSS

THE COUNTRY THAT READ,
" JUSTICE,' TRY IT YOU'LL

LIKE IT" OR
"

EQUALITY, ITS THE REAL THING", OR

MAYBE WE SHOULD HIRE SKYWRITERS TO FILL OUR SKIES

WITH THE MESSAGE,
"

FULL EMPLOYMENT—THE BETTER

WAY",

I THINK WE COULD TRY THESE APPROACHES, MAYBE

THEY MIGHT JUST WORK. BUT IN THE END, ITHINK

WE WILL HAVE TO BE SATISFIED WITH THE -G*H-¥- APPROACH

THAT HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL FOR US SO FAR THE VOTE.

WE FOUGHT FOR IT SO WHY DON'T WE USE IT. WE

HAVE IT NOW. ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS MAKE IT WORK FOR

US. HAS HELPED US TO ACHIEVE A HIGHER STANDARD

OF LIVING, GIVEN OUR CHILDREN THE RIGHT TO A

DECENT EDUCATION, AND GIVEN US THE MEANS BY
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WHICH WE CAN WIPE AWAY THE BLIGHT OF RACIAL

DISCRIMINATION THAT STILL EXISTS IN THIS COUNTRY.

ABOVE ALL *T"HAS GIVEN US A PUBLIC VOICE, A

PUBLIC VOICE THAT WE CAN USE TO PERSUADE OTHERS

THAT OUR CAUSE IS JUST.

YET, WE FIND OURSELVES IN A PRECULIAR SITUATION.

JUST WHEN WE ARE BEGINNING TO FULFILL GEORGE

WHITE'S PROPHECY THAT WE ARE A / RISING PEOPLE

FULL OF POTENTIAL FORCE" WE HAVE STOPPED RISING.

IN A RECENT NATIONAL POLL OF NON-VOTERS, 18% OF

ALL THOSE INTERVIEWED, WHO STATED THAT THEY WOULD

NOT VOTE IN THE GENERAL ELECTION WERE BLACK.

MILLIONS OF BLACK AMERICANS HAVE VOLUNTARILY GOTTE-ti
*"*

S&"Q

-OP AND GONE* TO THE BACK OF THE BUS. I DON T
K**&wto 4& ,

LWDCROT AND THAT. AS FAR AS ICAN REMEMBER, THE SEATS

IN THE BACK OF THE BUS, WERE UNCOMFORTABLE, THE VIEW

WAS TERRIBLE, AND*¥#* NEVER W*#E LET* OFF QUITE WHERE

-¥\u25a0?& WANTED TO BE. YET MANY BLACK AMERICANS HAVE

SIMPLY GIVEN UP. THEY HAVE LOWERED THEIR EXPECTATIONS

AND
4

LOST THEIR SENSE OF THE POSSIBLE. IN DOING SO,

THEY HAVE PLAYED RIGHT INTO THE HANDS OF THOSE WHO

SAY THAT WE CAN NOT AFFORD FULL EMPLOYMENT, JUSTICE,

AND EQUALITY. #!\u2666* i;*****;

<Oe^ fh*. -ryu>sLL~ To rti«- ytcwc <?{- i©»*«~ T&cfc. /*\u2666*«» c^
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THEY HAVE ACQUIESCED TO A NEW NEGATIVISM THAT IS

SPREADING ACROSS THIS LAND. A NEGATIVISM THAT

BELITTLES THE "TfTTMiT GOOD THAT W*-GOVERNMENT

CAN ACCOMPLISH.

WE CAN NOT ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN. WE CAN NOT

ALLOW THE PUBLIC VOICE THAT ADVOCATES FOR EQUALITY,,
1

JUSTICE AND FULL EMPLOYMENT TO BECOME M&Sfe'AHft
ygsHmfr, WE CAN NOT WALK OUT OF THIS BALLROOM TONIGHT

JUST TALKING ABOUT «fe FINE MUSIC AND THE ROOD

TIME WE HAD<
7dm 6*i*»lUi«;/**..•*><"rTIME WE HAD'
7SHM 6nu» IU-iJ^,^ .

. WEJIUST BECOME ADVOCATES FOR VOTING. EACH ONE

OF US4 WE DO NOT NEED <«\u25a0&&••§ SONGS,, BILLBOARDS,

OR SKYWRITERS TO GET OUR MESSAGE ACROSS. WE JUST

NEED ENOUGH GOOD PEOPLE LIKE YOURSELVES, WHO ARE

COMMITTED TO IMPROVING AMERICA. WE CAN NOT PROMISE

THOSE WHO ARE NOT REGISTERED A NEW CAMELOT. WE CAN

ONLY PROMISE THAT IF OUR PUBLI.C VOICE IS STRONG ENOUGH

PEOPLE WILL UNDERSTAND THE afriIUftQUOHICGC OF OUR

CAUSE.

GEORGE WHITE SUMMED UP WHAT OUR CAUSE IS ALL ABOUT .
IN HIS FARWELL ADDRESS IN 1901:

"
HE K'THE-ftbAUU,

TrriEnTc/m^" asks no special favors,' but simply demands

THAT HE BE GIVEN THE SAME CHANCE FOR EXISTENCE, FOR
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EARNING A LIVELIHOOD; FOR RAISING HIMSELF IN THE

SCALES OF MANHOOD AND WOMANHOOD THAT ARE ACCORDED

TO KINDERED NATIONALITIES."
WE ARE STILL ADVOCATING THAT IDEA. bCT US-

Im own. <L*-4L_.tf uu>«, riiW T^elayi.
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