PRESS RELEASE FOR IVMEDIATE RELEASE AUGUST 6, 1971
BLACK CAUCUS MEMBERS SCORE HEALTH CUTS
FROI1: CONGRESSUOMAN SHIRLEY CHISHOLM
CONGRESSIMAN GEORGE /. COLLINS
CONGRESSMAN JOHN CONYERS, JR. - ‘
CONGRESSMAN RONMALD V. DZLLUMS B
CONGRLSSIAN CHARLES C. DIGGS, JR.
COLIGRECSMAN WALTER FAUNTROY
CONGRESSMAN AUGUSTUS F. HAWKINS
CONGREZSMAN RALFTH H. METCALTE

CONGRESSVAN PARREN J. MITCHELL
CONGRLESSMAN LOUIS STOKES

CONGRESSMAN CHARLES B. RANGEL

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN THE CLOSING ['INUTES BEFORE
TAKING ITS SUMMER RECESS APPROVED FOUR PROVISIONS WHICH DISTRESS US
A3> REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BLACK POPULATICN.

THE HOUSE APPROVED A RECOMMENDATIOI! TO STRIKE FROII THE H.E.VW.
BILL $6 MILLION POR THE TREATMENT OF SICKLE CELL ANEMIA. THIS ILL-
NESS IS PREDOIINATELY FOUND AMONG BLACK PEOPLE AND ONLY RLCENTLY IIAS
ATTENTION BEEN FOCUSLD OM ITS HORRGORS. THIS $6 ""ILLION VOULD HAVE
BEEN EARIMARKED FOR THE TREATIENT OF THE DISFASE TO SUPPLEMENT THE
$6 .JILLION ALRFADY APPROPRIATED WOR RESEARCH. THE DRIVE TO CONQUER,
OliCL AND VOR ALL, SICKLE CELL ANEIIIA HAS UNFORTUNATELY BEEN RELEGATED
TO A LOWER PRIORITY.

THE HOUSE FURTHER COMPROMISED THE WIGHT AGAINST LEAD PAINT
POISONING. THE H.E.¥., APPROPRIATICNS AS APPROVED ALLOCATES $7 AND
ONE HALF MILLION FOR THE TREAT.'ENT OF THIS TYPL OF POISONING ‘VHICH
AFPLICTS :(ILLIONSOF THOSE PEOPLE LIVING IM THIS NATION'S CITIES. THE
SENATE HAD RECOILENDED TEAT $15 TILLION BE SO ALLOCATED BUT THIS
FIGURE WAS CUT IN THE CONFERENCE CCMMITTEE AND APPROVED BY THE HOUSE.

A THIRD PROVISION WEICH VAS UNVISELY APPROVED BY THLE HOUSE
YAS A RECOMMENDATION TO STPIKE FRO™ THE BILL A SENATC REQUEST FOR
$6 ILLION FOR TUBERCULOSIS CONTROL. THIS ACTION IS REGRETTABLE BE-
CAUSE IT AFFECTS THIL HEALTH OF NOT ONLY BLACKS, BUT PUERTO RICANS
AND POOR HITES AS WELL VHO HAVE FALLEN VICTI!T TO THIS DISEASE. TEIS
NATION DECEIVES ITSELF IN THINKING THAT TUBERCULOSIS HAS BEEN
CONQUCRED. AMONG THOSE LIVING IN THE INNER CITIES AND IN APPALACIA,
THE THREAT OF T.B. PERSISTS.

THE FOQURTH PROVISION WHICH COICERNS US IS THE HOUSE'S CO!NPROMISE
OF THE ALLOCATION FOR HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION. THE HOSPITALS OF THIS
NATION ARE FAR T00O OVERCROWDED AND CANNOT CARE FOR THE PEOPLE
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ADEQUATELY. AGAIN, THE SENATED RECOMMENDATION WAS REDUCED AND
APPROVED BY THE HOUSE.

THE CUTS WHICH HAVE BEEN [YADE BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ARE ESPECIALLY UNTORTUNATE IN LIGHT OF A SEEMINGLY NEW COMMITMENT
TO SAVE THE HEALTH OF ALL AMERICANS. THE ALLOCATION OF $237,531,000
FOR COMBATING CANCER IS WHOLEHEARTEDLY SUPPORTED BY US, BUT WE FEEL
THAT THIS SAINE COMMITIIENT MUST BE MADE TO FIND THE CURES FOR SICKLE
CELL ANEMIA, LEAD PAINT POISONING AND TUBERCULOSIS. IT IS NOT
ADEQUATE TO HAVE CONGRESS REACT ONLY TO ONL DISEASE AT A TIME WHILE
IT ALLOWS OTHER ILLNESS TO TAKE ITS TOLL. THE CAUCUS VE!BERS WERE
FRUSTRATED BECAUSE THE CUTS CAME IN A LARGE $20.8 BILLION LABOR
H.E.W. APPROPRIATIONS CONFERENCE REPORT WHICH WOULD HAVE REQUIRED
MEMBERS TO VOTE UP OR DOWN THE ENTIRE PACKAGE.

CAUCUS ME!MBERS PLAN TO WORK TO RESTORE THE CUTS IN A SUPPLEMFN-
TARY APPROPRIATIONS BILL WHEN THE HOUSE RECONVENES IN SEPTEMBER.
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